THE government in-
tends  building even
cheaper houses for low
wage-earmers in future.

The Thouses they
plan will no longer have
bare essentials  like
fences, washing lines,

Moor covering, ceilings,
pant on inside walls or
electricity.

This. will mostly
affect all those earning
less than R150a month

At the moment hou-
seg built by the govern-
ment  are madequate
and people in all areas
have emphasised ther
demand for adequate
lrouses and for comfort
and security,

The ides 1o build the
cheap houses was tofd
to local authorities by

the Depariment  of
Community Develop-
et

They =said that the
Mational Housing Com-
mission, the govern-
ment body that con-
trols the money for the
building of homes, has
4 shortage of monéy,

Community organi-
safions  are  asking.
“Where is the money
wi spent on rénts and
rates all these vears?
The government spends
millions of rands on
defence and sport. Why
can bt Lhey spend more
money on a basic right
like housing? ™

People say they are
already suffering under
the present  housing
conditiong,

“The new houses
will just mean many
more porblems for
people abready strugg-
ling to survive,” a
Bonteheuwal man said,
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HOUSING
UTBACK

Government plans to

lower housing standards

“The Eovernménl
has already been made
aware of the problems
we have with the present
houses in the townships.
ASs the houses get old,
they fall 1o pieces and
the authorities refuse to
maintain them

“How can they still
build cheaper houses
that will fall to pieces
,;luin:lcfr and need much
more  mamienance,
they can't even main
tain our houses now?

“And if they expect
the people to maintain
the howses themselves,
they must really wani
lo see our peaple suffer
even more. Where will
people who can’t even
afford to buy food, still
find money {o mamiain
these houses? ™

Get involved

-says

CALLS for people to
become more involved
in  their civic organi-
sations were made at
the lirst annual general
meeting of the Cape
Areas Housing Actions
Committes this month.
Cahac, officially lsun-
ched a YEAD  aEo.
presently represents 21
civic bodies

In addressing the
cloze 1o 200 delegates
and observers presént,
Cahac chairperson, Mr
Wilfred Rhodes, said it
was very important that
45 many people  az
possible be involved in
making decisions.

o build
democratic organi-
sations meant more
than a show of hands at
meetings, he said.

strong

“It calls for greafer
invalvement by all
affected people,” he
said,

The task was not for
those with confidence
to make decisions on

CAHAG

their own,. Boather their

job was (o reach out
and involve others in
day-lo-day waork. he
said.

"It 15 this collective
invalvement in decizion-
making and action
which will be the real
medsure of how success-
fully we are organising,"
he said.

In his report assecre-
tary¥, Mr Trevar Manuel,
stréssed  the need 1o
commil more people to
the organisation,

“"Truly people's or-
gamisations musl pro-
vide a8 home for every-
body in the commu-
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‘We can’

pay higher
husfares’

OVER 100 people rep-
resenting 23 residents
and trade union organk
gitions have met (o
decide how they should
respond o the latest
busfare increases asked
by City Tramways.

[T the increasss arc
granled, bus passengers
will have to pay be-
tween 5 and 10 cents
more for a ride, Last
vepr the bus company
made an after tax profil
of over R3 mullion,

People present were
ijuile angry. A spokcs-
person  for  Lavender
Hill said "‘*busfares are
already wery high, Our
people are: ot the mio-
ment finding it quite

hard te make ends meel.

Mioes City  Tramwiys
want to see us starve?

FLASHBACK TO 1980

N

Motor workers have taken up the fight for a minimum wage with greal
determination and militancy.

10 000 workers on strike

MORE than
Port Elizabeth motor
workers  walked off
their jobs during the
second week of July
affer management re-
fused (o raise their
WAZES

Yhe

19 000

woTReTs, all

members of the Natio-

nal Automobile and
Allied Workers Union
INAAWLU), demanded
an increase from K2 an
hour ta B3 50 an hour

They wenl on strike
when an  Indusirial
Council meeting bet-
ween the three motor
employers, Ford,
Volkswagen and Gen-

eral Motors and thewn
union had reached
deadlock

Workers have since
changed thewr demand
for B350 an hour to
R2.50 an hour with in-

creases up (o R3,50
over  the next 1B
manths.

However. the bosses
have refused (o budge
from their offer of
R2.15 At an Industrial
Council meeting this
week, they refused to
negotiate until the wor-
kers returned to work.

Al a packed workers
meeting of about 3 500
later that day, workers

'Wumen
in focus

roarded their disappro-
vil when the shop stew-
ard reported back the
aftitude of the bosses
at the Indusirial Coun-
cil meeting.

The Chairman of the
branch commitiee of
Ford, Mr Douglas
Slingers, said the fight
wias for & decent living
wage for all workers

He said the workers
had shown they were
prepared o meet the
asking for R2.50 in-
stead of R3,50,

But the bosses were
still taking a hardline,
He said the workers
would “Test”  the

bosses the next day by
retuming to work, If
they are locked out by
the bosses, they would
meel agamn.

The Chairman of the
VW Commatiee said the
hosses offer was an in-
sult to the workers.

“Workers have (o
sei] their labour. They
want a share of the
profits,” he said.

The other Unions in
PE which rtepresents
some motor workers,
Macusa, has refused to
support the strike so far,
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pension

A spokesperson for
one of the trade unions
said:

“We did not choose

to live i areas like
Mitchells Plain  and
Guguletu, We used Io

lve near our places of
work, But  then the
governmenl passed the
Group Areas Act, and
they bhegan moving us
left, right and centre ™

Another speaker
added “Since the
government moved us

gainst our wishes, they
are responsible for the
big transport costs and
should bear the brunt

Unite
The people present
called for  positive

action, with a represen-
tative of Mitchells Plain
ayving: “'Only the peo-
ple c¢an fight the bus-
fare increases, It is very
important that all the
people be united be-
hind their OTgani-
gation.”

A BBSK spokesper-
son  added: “Already
wages are too low and
we cannot afford the
high rents and the price

of hasic (oodstuffs,
Any increase in bus-
fares will mean less

money for food.

After much discus-
sion I was decided thal
all organisations present
should lodge objections
al the offices of the

Mational Transport
Commission
Objections

The meeting felt it
important to ask trade
unions who were nol
present and the church
arganisations fo sup-
port this decision and

support the campaign
against busfare increa-
SE5.

The demands of the
people were spelt aut
by a resident of Val-
halla Park

“The people must
control the transport
gsystem, It must not be
provided by private bus
companiés o make a
profit, People should be
charged o fare they can
ifford.”

On PFriday July 23,
1982 over 20 resident,
trade uwnion and church
organisations including
CAHAC, CTMWU,
FCWL, GWLU, lodgéd
objections at the affices
of the National Trans-
sport Commission
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