
THE government in­
tends building even 
cheaper houses for low 
wage-earners in future. 

The houses they 
plan will no longer have 
bare essentials like 
fences, washing lines, 
floor covering, ceilings, 
paint on inside walls or 
electricity. 

This will mostly 
affect all those earning 
less than R150 a month. 

At the moment hou­
ses built by the govern­
ment are inadequate 
and people in all areas 
have emphasised their 
demand for adequate 
houses and for comfort 
and security. 

The idea to build the 
cheap houses was told 
to local authorities by 
the Department of 
Community Develop­
ment. 

They said that the 
National Housing Com* 
mission, the govern­
ment body that con­
trols the money for the 
building of homes, has 
a shortage of money. 

Community organi­
sations are asking: 
"Where is the money 
we spent on rents and 
rates all these years? 
The government spends 
millions of rands on 
defence and sport. Why 
can't they spend more 
money on a basic right 
like housing? " 

People say they are 
already suffering under 
the present housing 
conditions. 

'The new houses 
will just mean many 
more porblems for 
people already strugg­
ling to survive," a 
Bonteheuwel man said. 

"The government 
has already been made 
aware of the problems 
we have with the present 
houses in the townships. 
A5 the houses get old. 
they fall to pieces and 
the authorities refuse to 
maintain them. 

"H6w can they still 
build cheaper houses 
that will fall to pieces 
quicker and need much 
more maintenance, if 
they can't even main 
tain our houses now? 

"And if they expect 
the people to maintain 
the houses themselves, 
they must really want 
to see our people suffer 
even more. Where will 
people who can't even 
afford to buy food, still 
find money to maintain 
these houses?" 


