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5 YEARS ago the West-
emn Cape’s first commu-
nity newspaper Grass-
roots was started. With
only  one full4ime
organiser and sharing
offices with the Domes-
tic Worker's Associat-
ion, Grassroots was a
szl ]H'ﬂjf.""‘f Only
5 D00 copies of the first
sz (] 15980)

were printed.

Today Grassools 5

Vears old. Thers gre
fill-3ime Satkers.

And the cicculaton =

between 15 and 25000

COpias,

In 1980 thers was
only Grassroots. Now
there is also
Ukusa {Durban},
Speak (Johannesburgl),

L A

Passing media akm-; on to other Grgamsua‘rurs

o YEARS OF

The Eye i(Pretoria),
Szameiasn {South
Czpe), Orabasmsiown
Vaoice and BricksWind-
heoak ) Saspu, & nztional
SuCEnt nawspapsT,
aesad in Johasnssbhurz.

Grassroots is made
up of over 80 dame-
cTatic orgenisatons
The civics under WCCA
gnd CAHAC, women’s

Meeting needs of
the Community

GRASSROOTS is not
only a community
paper. It alko has an
Education and Trzining
Project.

Grassroots gets lots
of requests for assisi-
ance 1o producing news-

letters, pamphlets,
posters, banners and so
on. In the past we

could not eglways help
orgemizatians. Often we
were bringing ocut the
paper and too busy.

S0 in 1983 it was
decided to start an Edu-
cation and Training
project. One person was

employed full time
The E T person's job is

very &xciting bur zlsa
demanding. She has o

train members of organi-
sations and wchool =fa-
denis In medis, She akso
assists them in bSnging
out publications and
schoo] magazines.

Twice a year she also
trains peopls who want
to  assist  Grassroots.
These people then help
1o get news of zssist
with  designing  ths
paper

Last ycar for the
first me Grasssooss
held a big mediz school.
This course ran for
eight days People from
Cape gwn, Oudt-
shoomn, Port Elizabeth,
East London, Grahams-
town, North Czpe and
OFS attended the

school. They  were
tanght al the different
aspects of prodocing
media

The ET person also
procuces madia resour-
ces. S0 far three book-
lets on media have been
promied. By the end of
the year 1 more will
heve besn completed.
These booklers help
people to understand
media eEnd to take out
pamphlets znd nDaws-
eriers.

A tape-lide show on
Grassroots was comple-
ted last year, This year
Grasstoots will be pro-
ducng a <0 minuge

video on media

Government raids
and bannings

THE last five vears have not been
easy for Grassroots. The newspaper
las come onder many attacks from

the government_

Eight months afrer Grassroots
its first orgsmizer Johnoy
Iss¢l was bamned. He is stll banned.

Every year many issues of Grass-
government
does oot like to hear the truth. I
& afraid becsuse the people will see
kow evil they are. So,
Grasimoois cxposes - Injustice, opp-
they

began,

roots are banned. This

ression, <&xploitation,
TESSTQONS

1wc months age the
raided Grassroots oilices.

palice

They searched for hours. The
documents, publicat

away many
ions and pamphleis.
But Grassroois 1s

that this herassment and
dation will not stop i1 from report
government,

and
munity councillors say they speak

ing the fruth. The
Hendrickse, Rzjbansi

determinsd

gayving:

wWIhCIEver
bzn
Secusity

T

iniami-

S

for us, But today

lixe UDF NMNews,
Grassroots,
gelezg!™

our pcople are

“Through our newsletters

pamphlets and

We Speak for Our
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iHE PAPER ABOUT YO

arganisstions, studenis
organisations, vouth
undsr CAYCO, mary
traéds unions and ths
UDF are all linked to
Grassroots. The mem-
bers of these organi-
sations k==p Grassroois
glive by giving news and
s2lling Grassroots.

Unhke other news-
papsrs Grassrools does
not make a profit. It 8
always souggling for
money. Many people
help Grazssrooms by sub-
scribing  =nd  giving
monthiv :I-:lr;u'-:-r_ !
Cape Town small trad-
ers zlso agsast  Grass-
roots by advertising m
the newspaper.

Speaking for Ourselves!

_Far this reason Grassroots
and othsr commupity papers
were srarted in differemt parts

| =

IN our cowntry the govern-
ment controls the TV and
radio. Throwgh this they ry o

They depend on ths OvEILImEnL
{c help make their fat profits
from DuT WOIXEers.

imprison our minds. To sell us The English newspapers of ocur country. These commun.-
Feaders’ like Hendrickse, Raj- sometimes aresck the povern- joy papers are controlled by the
bansi and Butheleri, They try to ment They criticise apartheid,

cose our eyes and ears to
vppression and injustice.

The Afrikains EWEDADETS
support the povernment in this
They will always side with Botha
against the people. These papers
are oswned by the Biz bosses

L ™ B

But they too iTe ownsd by Lhe
big bosses. These bosses fear a
real People’s Government in
South Africa. So while they
sriticize  apartheld, they szl
won't help us in our suggle for
freedom

people’s organisations. They pro-
mate our onganisadons and our
fight for justice. They open our
sves to exploitation, ImjusCice
and the suffering of our people.
Through them we speak for

ur_-.‘l es.

-“~FI}H CLOTHING
~— WORKERS
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A newspaper is a power-Li JFL-EJ x
ful weapon of the peos
ple. It can play an

mpmmt role in build
ing ouwr struggle for *""""-HG
freedom. SES NK O
For this reason Grass- TRD- e
roots i3 committed cofd =
helping cnm.:n.-ni:as
start their gwn papers.
Many of our peopleg
live in the rural aresc. .I _
They live in sn.ull ' i ’
Py ’;:_t":;t;’ﬁ_.ﬁj cammumrv p.:rﬂerm started last year:-
many barc SAAMSTAAN (Oudtshoorn), BRICKS (Namibia)

many bardships. They
are heavily oppressed big cites. To help overs munity papsr for the lendam, Willowmone
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and exploited by the come this situstion, South Cape. Saamsiaan and many other towns.
whits baas Grassoo0ls bepgan 2 2 brougnt together fhe Today Ssametaan js

For 2 long time our Rural Project, oppresssd communities the voice of these com-
people In the ruml Through this project, Oudishoom, Mossel menities, upiting them
arcas g0t no help from Grassroots helped tc  Bay, George, Ladi- aesinst oppression and

the organisations in the siact Ssemstaan 2 com  smith, Calitzdorp, Swel- infustice.




