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Winnie Mandela - a symbol of hope

WHEN the government banished
Nomzamo Winnie Mandsla to
the little town of Bradfort in the
Free State in 1977 they hoped
they would silence her and the
world would forget about her.

Bu: the p=ople aof South
Africe and the world did not
forget Winnie Mandels Like her
husbané Nelson she 15 still one
of the most popular lezders in
Sonth Africa

In Brandfort sha is approzched
by all for help and advice om
anything from beby care to
domesic problems. To the rest
af the oppressed people in South
Africa she is 2 symbol of hope
and imspIaton.

Winpie Mandels’s lifz has
been one of resistance, suffering
and courage.

She has been marred for 26
years, but has only been zbls (o
live with her hushand for two of
those years. And since 1963 she
hzs been restrictad for all but
il months.

IN THE last sssue of Grassroots
we jooked at Nelson Mandels.
We now look at his wife, Winmie
Mandela, who manyv consader as

the First Lady of South Afric
and the mother of the freedom
struggle m South Africa.

stricted, hous2-arrested and im-
prisoned. Im 1977 she was
banished to Brandfort, whers
ghe lives at house No. 802 in the
location.

She was fizst banned in 19463,
Th= banning order wis reimpossd
in 1965 and again in 1966. The
following year she was seotenoed
to 14 months imprisonment. All
but 1+ days were suspended. She
was twice charged with contma-
vwening her banning order. This
related to visi's to Robben
[sland.

In May 1965, Winnie Mandels
and many others wene detaimed.
She spent 2491 days in solitary
confinemant. She wis charped

MOTHER OF
A NATION

aims of the banped African
Netionzal Congress.

The charges were dropped
but the accused were all immed-
istely medetzined. They were
taken 1o court 1o face chargss of
terrorism but were all acquittad.

Two weeks after her relesss,
Winnie Mandels was banned for
fove years.

She wgs allowed 10 visit her
husband for the first time in two0
years in November 1970. For
anly 30 minutes thev could see
eack other. They were separated
by 2 gass partition and had to
soeak to each other over phones.

Winmee Mandels was ammested
and charped many tumes with
breaking hér restrictions. She
gerved &% moaths in Kroonstad
Prison in 1973, Meost times she
was piven suspended senrences,

Her banning order expired in
September 1973, For a bref
period the banning order was
nol remewed. She was able to
travel around the country, to
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ma2lings,

But ker “freedom™ lasted
only 11 months. At the height
of the Soweto vprising in August
1976, she and other members of
the Blzck Parens”™ Associztion

were  faken into “preventive™
detention.

Just before cthey were
detained, her house and the
houses of ather lsaders wers
aftacked.

Whan she was released arcund
Christmas 1975, she was banned
vet sgein Shorily before the
first aaniversary of the June 16

She hzs been

My mother
- by Zinzi

detainsd,
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IN JUNE 1980, Zimzi Mandela wrote a story |

f;l'thu-l:ll! hea mother for the Cape Herald. This is
| what che wrote

IT could have been 1933 (the year has never
Jeen accurately recorded) when, in the early
hours of September 256, my mother was bomn..

In a remote countryside area calied Bizana 2
waman in labour knelt on 2 red sail in a candieli
ropdiws] while old ladics anxiously assisted her
Soon a baby girl was bom and immediately
nemed Nomzamo, meaning trial — a verv appro-
priate prediction of her future,

My mother came from a family of nine
children whose upbringing by my grandmother
had been totally conservative and religious.

My prandfarher, an the other hand, was a tre-
Gtionalist who believed in African medicines,

Mama was extremely close o both but it was
grandfather who really protected her from the
wrath of family ghts.

Her role at home as 2 pirl was minimal becansze
ghe preferred climbing trees and visiting cartle
posis or fighting with boys than anything elss.

My grandmother died when Mamz was only
eight but she remembers being kept in the room
next to hers during those final hours.

What [ remember 1o be most prominent in her
mind is the death of her eldest sister, Vuyelwa, |
remember hearing how.grandma collapsed st
Vuyelwza"s bedside — then gendpa collected her
and coverad her sister with a2 while sheer.

LOSE FAITH

Grandma continwed crying and praving to
God 1o save her dzughter from dying when she
had obwviously passed zway., My mother this
began 10 lose faith after wilnessing ths irony of
fate which was traumatic — especizlly since they
used to pray thres times a dav.

Mama's bast subjects at school weare history,
geopraphy and arithmaric. Fortunately grandps
taught her history at home because he always
brought that atmosphere back from the cass.
room with kim.

While she was 2 matric head prefect at Shaw-
bury she came into contact with fisry Fort Hare
students who were her teachers and who be-
longsd to various politica] organisations.

By now she was already aware of the dis-
crepancies in the lives of black people in
Southemn Africa.

It was only namral that she decided to serve
her community as & social worker.

When she was 2 pupil 2t the Hofmeyt Schoal
of Soctal Work, she wis approzched by

with 21 others of furthering the
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Zinzi Mandsla

Bolihlzla Mandela o Ty to raise fands for the
treason trial.

This “business” relationship slowly developed
into something zlse until the day when he told
her that they were geiting married and he
proceedad to fill her in on all the dstails.

When their first child was born, Mzma felt
that she was compenssation for so many 1hings
she had been deprived of 25 a child. This was
the reality of being awoman in the sbsence of
$O many things at home.

Another interesting factor was that this baby
had the privileps of going 10 prison even befors
shke was born, as Mama was detained white
expectznt. With the second child, Tata wasa't
EYED Thene

Mzmz has always been 2 health fanatic. She
only uses vaseline znd carbolic soap for her
face, exercises regularly and follows a health
det.

At school she used to be an athletics coach
and she surpassed in shotpul, baseball, Amen-
can baskethall, petball, hockey and swimming.
As 2 voung gir] she taught herself piano and the
harp and was a leader in traditional Jances.

She hss an interesting taste in clothes; any-
thing with African print or in military kKhaki,

especially toousers, berets and shirts with
lapels,
Musically speaking anything black goes,

although she does appraciate other music since
she his a natural musical ear. Her favouritz
authors are Mghaii Ntzebozuko, Jolobe Jordazn
and ‘acceptable’ Russizn authors. She never
s=ys ‘no’ to historiczl biographies.

Who knows what myv grandmother meant
when she gave Mama a belt ocm her dying bed
and szid: “Here my child, you will tie natioms!"™

friends znd to address

Brandfort.

uprizsing, shz was banished to

In Brandfort, she i fzoced
with many mestrnciions.
* 5he cannot be guoted.
& Shs cannot receive more than
one visitor af a time,
¢ She must remain at boms at
might, weekends and pueblic
molidays.
& Police keep 2 careful and con-
gtan: waich over her actaons.

Two days before her ban was
supposed to expire in December
1981, she was banned again for
enother Sve years

A book on Winme Mandela
has just been published. It will
nat be released in South Africa,

11 months
freedom’

NGEXESHA uvrulumente wayevala
umlomo u Nomzamo Winnie Man-
dela kwidolophana sncinci ebizwe
Brandfort & Frayistatr ngo 19717
wayecinga ukuba uyamthulisa
kwaye nshlabzthi Iskulibsla ngaye.

kodwa abantu bomzantsi Afnka

nchlzbatihy zange bamlibale wu
Winnie Mandela. Niengomveni
wakhe u Nelson cEenpomnyve

wenkokheli ezibalul: kileyo Xweli
loMzanesl Afrika,

Phya eBrandfort ubizwa ngapha
ningaphs ngzbantu befuns uncedo
numicebs xuve ayo yonxe mto
ukusuksla ebanfwaneni uyzkuma
kwerzkhava Kuninzi lwabacineze-
lwevo boMzantsi Afrika usisibane

esigagambilcyo cukhanyiselz
wonke tbani.
Ubomi baks Winadie Mandals

ibebubomi bembandezelo nentshur-
shiso ubomi bokunvamezels noben-
kuthazo.

Ube ersharile iminvaka 2vi 26,
kodwa ubeneékuhlala nomyeni
wakhs iminyake yv= emibini kuyo
yoonks lomi avake, Kwave nkusakelz
ku 1963 soloko ephanisi kweliso
sgadiwe ukuba angathi, agavi ngapha
ahlzle ndawenyz ngaphandle Kwan-

vinga ezilushunu elinanve apho
wakhe wavekwa wadakass,
Ube ebanjwa, ezcinwendling

evilelwz. Ngo 1977 wavakuphoswa
EBrandfort, apho wahlala kwa no,
202 elokizhini

Wavalwz umlomo nog 1943.
Yaphindwa wahlarivws ppo 1963
ringo 1966, Kunvaka slandslavo
wiafumana isigwebo senyvangs eziyvi
14 etsslanzima emiva. Wophulelwe
ye Iintsuku ezilishumi elinesine.
Wagpwetywa amatyell amabini erio-
Bshumi élinesine.

Wagwetvwa anatyveli amabing
ngokuphula wvalomlomo. Le inxuo-
lumens notyelslo Iwasesigthini e
Robben Islané,

Nog 1%9 u Winnie Mandel
nabanye bebanjwa. Yepa wahlsla
intsuku ezi 491 ysdwa engakhan-
jelwa Bohlwavelwa uckughubela
phambili iinjongo zombutho owa-
valwa amlomo umbutho wesizwe,
African National Congress vyena

nabangamashumi amabanin anaye.

Bafola kwesosityholo bakhulul-
wa Lkodwz baphi nda babanjwa
Bavelz ekundlsni phantsi kwesity-
holo sobungolobi kodwa bonke
baxhulelwa,

Emva kweveki ezimibini ekbu-
hulwe wavzlwz: umlomo isithuba
esinpanpeminy aka emihlsnu.

Wavunvelwa ukwya Xxubona

vmyeni wakhe okokugal: emva
kweminvako emibimi Ewakungo
amathathu ukuba bathethe. Baboh-
lulwe wviposs betheth: npomnxéba
omnaye komnye.
u Wicnie Mandelz ubanywe amai-
vzli ngamatyeli ngokaphula imgat-
hengo evimiselweyo ngabesamagun-
yveni. Wabhantinta i inyvanga ezin-
tandathu e Kroonstad ngo 1973
Aexsha amaninzi ehegwetvelwa
ngaphzndle.

Uvelaomloma warfixelela esiphel-

weni ngo September ka 1975,
Okwzxeshana wakhe wayekwa
ingahlzziywa. Wabanako ukukhe
ahambele izizalwane mezihlobeo

wakhe waye nasezintlanganisweni

Kodwa loo damssss vathatha nje
fimyanga erzidishumi eslinanye yap-
hela. Nepo Agssti ka 1376, yenma
ribanye be Black Parents Associa-
don ikomitd yabaszli abamnyama
bathathwz pharisi  koxhuseleko
bavalalwe.

Phambi nje kokuba bhabaniwe
izindiu zabo zahlasclwa.

Wakhulululwa phambi kwe
krismesi mngo 1976, waphinda
wavilwa umlomo. Kancinci nje

phambi kwesikhumbuso sukugsla
s¢ June 16, wayekulahlwa 2Brand-
fort apho wavalelwa khong um-
loma
Apho kulo Brandfort uphantsi
xwamigathngo eminini,
¢  Akanakubizwa
* Akanskufomanandwendwe zing-
aphezu kwasiny2 ngexesha
¢ Funeka esindlini ngokubhlwa
nangampelaveki neholide.
® Amapaoliza soloko emeadile
yonke into ayenrsyo.
lkbona incwad ssandulz kup-
huma ngo Winniz Mandela, Kodwa
ayifumaneki apha eMzantsi Afrika




