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Atlantis crippled by high prices, unemployment

PLAGE OF

“All our money goes for rent.
‘Water and electricity costs are
very high. Food prices go up all
the time. What must we eat? We

cant eat anything
any more. What

IN 1975, people from different towns, struggling
to find good homes and jobs, began moving into
Atlantis. The people were promised that work
would be plentiful and that they would be given

decent housing.

Rents would be Jow and there would be lots of
facilities like parks, sportsfields and creches, There
would be no need tn go and work out of Atlantis.

The people dream!
of a better future for
themselves ind their
families. But today, for
the 20000 people Lving
iz Atlaptis, Lhess
dreems have turned
into one big nightmare.

In just a few years,
Atlantis kas become 2
place where powerty,
umdmployment and
high prices have vir-
tually crigpled the West
Coast community.

Today msn and
women daily fake 1o
the srreets of Atlants
to look for jobs. Many
are fozced to travel to
Cape Town in search of

wiork

Mr Noel Wilkams of
the Adantis Regidents
Association said,
“Every day you see
new [aces. Many of the
other peaple bave given
up. They dont go oul
any more because thers
just is no work.

Daly people iIn
Atlantis are losing therr
jobz. Since the beginn-
ing of this year, more
thar 1200 people have
lost their jobs. Some
scratch in bins for food,
while others sell bottics
10 g=t money for food

Because things are 5o
had many people have

WE ARE SUFFERING

HERE IN

PETER NT7O (19) “Ek
moer borrels verkoop
om geld re kry vir
brood. Ek is n bou-
werker. Ng Krismis het
die Dozt gesé dagr IS nie
meer werk nie. EX soek
rou bnk werk. Dogr is

bate merse soof ek,
Daar s net nie werk
rie, Ar v sreel, fx dif

ook mie poed nie. J
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NOEL WILLIAMS:
“Every day you see
new pegple looking
for work. Many

others have given
up. They dont go
out any more be-

¥ cause there just is

NS work.™

[ 2]

Since the begimning of 1985,
peopie hase lost their jobs in Atiantis

The arrears rentals for the peirod January [
ioigls more

March 31 1983

RI00000.

Tha: tkere are families in
Dirco more than R2 000 in rentsd arrears.
That, abowur 350 Avanris famifies are threar-
ened with eviction

Mnadeia, we must fighs
Jor our N

HARDSHIPS,
SUFFERING

fallen heavily In armears

with their rents. Some
families e the

Divisional Council more
than R2000. This has
led to rany families
being thréatzned with
svictbon.

[t was oply action
by supporters of the
Arlameis
Association in Februany
which stopped more

than 300 familes bing

evicted

So it seems thet the
suffering and handshkip

in Atlantis has no end.

But the people are
determingd o ower-
come their problems,
With the formation of
the Atlantis Residents
Association m Feb-
ruary, the residents

took the first si2p M
the long and hard bartle
to build a berter life for
their

themsslves ard

children.

SRS

CHARILES NEELSE:
Nie eem van omg her
pevrg om Rier te kom
woon mie. EX By hier

Residents

vir nege foar. ke boere
fet ong pelas mer prob-
ieme, Ek ken nie meer
snggs ssap wie. As ong
uippesitr  word, wagr
o R meEr ons
kinders! Die mvd her
aongebrees  dar  ons
moer fagmiiagn. In die
woorde vam  Nelson

f19

abour I 200

thar

Arignsis who owe

can we do?" A
John Mtini

Atlantis staan saam

om probleme op te los

DIE mense van Atdantis
is aan dis beweeg “Ons
moe: saamsrasn” | is die
boodskap =zt s00s 0
veldbrand na alle dele
van hierdie groot ge-
meenskap versprei

Die inwoners se
eerste stip wag om die
Atlantis Inwoners Ver-
eniging op Februarie
25 e stig.

Meer a5 450 mensa
het die vergadering in
die Avondale Dorpsaal
op daardie dag byge-
woon. “Ons moet een
wﬂ-uld prast ec een pad
stap,” het "n vrou gesé.

Di¢ menss het ge-
priat van huolle swaar-

in Atants
h-:t gepraat oor :h: 1.L1L-
sertings. hof huur, werk-
loocsheid - en  stygende
koS pryss.

Mazar kulle het sterk
pevoel dat jets gedosn
moet word oor hierdie
probleme. Dit baat nie
om nét te kila nie.

Die volgende dag het
meet 25 200 mense ni
die kantore van die Af-
delings Raad gestap om
stop te sit aam die
beplande uitsetting van
meer as 350 families.

Dis amptenare van
dies Afdelingsrasd h2t
peskrik. Een wvan die

amptznare het onmid-

delik "n opreep pemazk
om opdrag te pee dat
Ecn uitsettings moet
plaasvind nie. Dit was
‘n grool corwinning vir
di#-mense van Atlancs
&n dis suwe Versniging

Maar die Atlants In-
woners Vereniging het
pie daar stilgest oie.
Hullz2 het besluit on
ander probleme azm (2
pek. Hof huur is 'm
gool probleem in At-
lants. Die lowopers
Vereniging bet besluit
om daarteen te veg

Deur dic pogngs van
die Atlants InwonDsrs
Versniging. is daar heel-

wa: mense wis 32 huur
verminder was.

Die Inwoness Ver-
eniging is nou besig om
zres komitess op die
been te bring Hulle
voel dat die betrokken-
heid van die mense baie
belangrik is. Diz Verea-
iging wil nis scos &e
bestuurskomitee werk
pie, waaricr die mense
niks s¢ het oie, en wat
vir hulle niks beteken
me.

Dit is met deur die
amswerking en  die
senheid van ille mense

in Atlantis dat die
slegte  tosstande kao
verbeter.



