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80 000 mourn victims of Uitenhage massacre
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Grassroots April 1985

“OUR people cannot continue suffering like this. I
We must put a stop to it. Today we have seen that
all of us, black and white, can live together in|

peace.”

These words were spcr]-;:n by a young man of
Kwanobuhle as the funeral procession of 27
people who had died at the hands of the South

African police, moved towards the cemetry.
Thousands and thousands of people — pa.rents,_
youth, priests, teachers, white and black, filled thm

streets of the small township. People came from all!

parts of South Africa to mourn the dead.

For those who were there, Saturday April 13 is
a day they will never forget. Most of the gravel
roads of Kwanobuhle were hidden beneath a mass
of humanity. People crowded on to the roofs of
township houses to get a proper view of the pro-
ceedings. Thousands more gathered on the green *
hills surrounding the cemetary. There were 80-, {
90-, maybe 100 000 people.

Earlier, speakers from various township organi- |

gations I.ukt: the UDF,

Uitenhage Womens organi-|

53*

sation, Uitenhage Youth Congress, Trade Unions &
and Churches addressed the massive crowd that

had gathered from early that morning at NEW p.,

STADIUM in Kwanobuhle.
the funeral procession left |

the stadium led by [Ilr Allan Boesak, Eishnpl

Just before 3 p.m.,

Desmond Tutu and a large group-of priests fmm

the Eastern Cape.

Mourners formed a guard-of-honour streuhmg
for about 500 metres, The 27 victims, most who!
had been killed in the massacre in Langa on)
March 21, were carried to the cemetry in thei::

coffins.

The 27 coffins were placed next to the 27|

burial holes.

Families and friends of the victims |

showed their grief and sorrow. The entire com-
munity is shocked and angered at these senseless

and unnecessary deaths.

Langa and Kwanobuhle
Townships under siege

Az we neared Uiten-
hage at noon on Satur-
diy, more than 14
hours after leaving Cape
Town, we sat up at the
sight of an armoured
SADF vehicle surround-
ed by soldiers.

As we travelled on,
we stared in disbelief at
more and more
armoured wvehicles and
soldiers lining the
roads, parked behind
bushes, on the top of a
hill, next to a shed, on
one of the farms. They
just stood there,
looking bored
waiting.

In the business area
of Uitenhage, there
were  soldiers, uni-
formed policemen and
plainclothed  security
policemen on virtually
EVery corner.

But the area
appeared unusually
quiet for a Saturday
morning.

With the policemen
and soldiers in sight,
gome of the workers
who were on duty at
shops and filling
stations, raised their
fists defiantly as owur
bus headed in the direc-
tion of Kwanobuhle,

At the border of the
township, a group of
soldiers wearing
helmets and carrying
guns, radiotelephones
and hbinoculars, stood
guard,
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0 ple fi m;{:ape Town travelled’
to Uitenhage F:rutht mass funeral on Saturday

April 13. A Grassroots team went along and in
this report, they describe what they had seen

and heard. o i L,
. ﬁf."l'-*:" ALU 'l._L: m.-?g
y & | HE RACISTS A

s FHYS

the im-
impression that a war
was in progress., The
army, who we are told,

We  got

defend the country's
borders, was right there
on the borders of
Kwanobuhle.

As we drove {o-
wards the stadium
where the funeral pro-
ceedings had already
started two hours be-
fore, we passed large
groups of people, head-
ing to the same desti-
nation. Eweryone -
young, children, youth,
parents, old men and
women greeted us with
clenched fists and
shouts of “Amandla™
and “Viva".

We arrived at the
stadium two-and-a-half
hours late, thanks to
three roadblocks — the
first in Paarl, the
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second just after Wor-
cester and the third a
distance outside Oudt-
shoormn.

Many people in the
bus believed it was a
deliberate attempt to
delay us.

In and around the
stadium, there were
people everywhere. We
had never before wit-
nessed so many people

gathered together al
one place.
The Cape Town

delegation entered the
stadium and we made
our way through the
crowd of 70000
people, slowly, until we
finally stationed our-
pelves near the grand-
gtand where the
speakers were seated.
27 coffins were lined
up in front of. the
Erandstand.

Women dressed in
purple and white out-
fits, stood out in the

corwd while many
priests, including Dr
Allan Boesak  and

Bishop Desmond Tutu
caught one’s attention

with their impressive
looking robes.
Hand-made and

painted banners were
held high. Many people
wore brightly-coloured
T-shirts bearing the
name of various town-
ship organisations.

For almost three
hours, with the sun
shining brightly, we

were hemmed in by the
crowd, hardly able to
move forward or back-
ward.

Just before 3 p.m.
the funeral procession
left the stadium. Young
men with clenched fists
carried the coffins to
the cemetry where their
fallen comrades were
finally laid to rest.

As people sang and
held their banners high,

one knew one was
among a very deter-
mined people, They

experience endless suf-
fering under the in-
human system of apart-
heid.

They refuse to allow
the Government to
oppress and exploit
them any longer. They
want freedom and are
prepared to fight and
die for it.
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Young faces of anger and grief ‘\ "
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WE BURY OUR DEAD

Crimes against the people

IN December last year, the home
of Fiks Qobese, a former vice-
President of the United Democratic
Front (Eastern Cape Region), was
petrol-bombed.

In the resulting fire, his 19-year-
old brother Lesley was burnt to
death.

The last few months have seen
increasing violence in the townships
of Langa and Kwanobuhle., Langa,
an old township, is situated about 3
km from Uitenhage, while Kwano-
buhle is on the opposite side, 13
km away.

About 6000 people live in
Langa, a squatter township, where
poverty, unemployment, high
prices and retrenchments cripple
the commumnity.

Last vear people from Langa
were moved to the new township
of Kwancbuhle but many moved
back because there were not
enough facilities.

A few months ago, the Uiten-
hage Youth Congress started a cam-
paign calling for the resignation of
the Community Councillors. The
Community Council declared war

UT NOT OUR ANGER

people’s organisations like the
Youth Congress, the Womens
organisation and the UDF. They
were prevented from using halls for
meetings.

Fiks Qobese was attacked and
his home later petrol bombed, a
result of which his brother died.

Community Councillors were
armed and protected by Vigilanies
and police,

A number of township youth
were ejither shot or assaulted by
bullyboys of the community coun-

In February this year, the anger
of the people erupted. All the com-
munity councillors, except Kinikini
resi "

Kinikini was later hunted down,
hacked to death and bumt. Today,
not a single policeman or com-
munity councillor lives in either
township.

The people, after years of
frustration, bitterness and suffering
under apartheid, are fighting back.
And their first targets have been
representatives of Apartheid right
in the townships,
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MASSACRE!

What really happened in
Uitenhage on March 21

THIS IS WHAT

'THE PEOPLE SAY

‘There was
no warning’

1 WAS moving down 15th
Avenue, The people were march-
ing down Maduna Road and [
joined them As the procession
was going down Maduma Recad
Dere was & loppo in the middls
of the road in front of the peo-
ple. We were going to the funersl
af Kwa Nobuhble

The people were peacelully
going to Kwaz Nobuhle, We were
not carrymg s1ones and | saw no
petrol bombs. Some police were
on the hippo and some were on
the poornd.

The min in front of the peo-
ple who was riding on a bicycle
was thot. There was no warming,
we¢ were not told lo go away.
There was no stones thrown at
the police. The man on the
bicyvcle was passing the hipro
when he was shot. The crowd
was behind this man and the
hippos were not surrounded,

The police then fired at the
crowd and | man away. [ was hit
on the kead by 2 bullet and I fell
onto the gound and pretended
to be dead. As [ was lying on the
gound I head & black policeman
sy that they must finkkh them
or they would meke 3 claim. The
man lving neéxt 10 me was shor
while he was on the ground and
the police zaid he was 2 leader.

| was szhot in the foor A
white policemarn then examined
me to see if [ was dead and saxd
“by = lmkal dood hierdic
kaffir”. Apother while police-
man shone &z torch inta mv
eyes and he left me. The police
then gathered some stones snd
put them on the ground where
the bodies were.

The ambulances came and [
was put a10 a8 gmbulince and
taken to the hospital and from
there | mamsped to escape. |
went to a private doctor who
attended to my wounds, The
doctor was Dr Peer in Durban
Street

ERIC TEMBANI

‘They put stones
in people’s hands’

“WE WERE in Maduns Road
between 8 and 9 in the mormning
wiiting for tramsport to go to
the funeral of Kwa Nobuhle. A
hippo came from 23rd Avenue.
The hippo circded around the
people. There was no transport
s0 we started on foot to go to
Kwa Nobuhle.

At 15th Avemue there was
another hippo and rwo land-
rovers. When they pgot to 15th
Avenue the hippo went in front

THE massacre at Langa township,

shocked the wholes world.

Uitenhage, on March 21 has

At 10 a.m. that day about S000 psople were on their way 10 a
funeral. They ware confronted by police.

Police said that 17 people were killed immadiately

and 18

injured. They said that two more people died later in hospital.
The people say that at least 43 people died that day and that

hundreds more were injured.

Now the government has appomted a one-man commussion 1o

investigate.

On this page, Grassroots looks at what the Minister of Law and
Order said about the incident. We also look at what the people of
the area szid in affidavits signed before commissioners of caths.

of them. The policeman shot the
man on the bicvcde in front of
the people and then the other
people.

I ran away to the houses near-
by. When we looked back at
Maduna Rd. there were lots of
people lving on the ground.

We saw the police collecting
stones and putting them in the
hands of the on the
ground. The people asked the
police what they were doing and
the police said the people must
say Amandls Wethu,

The ambuolance came and
took the people away.

We went back 10 our homes.”

LILY MADELA

‘No-one in crowd
had stones, sticks’

“1 WAS going to the funeral
on llst March 1985 at Kwano-
buhle.

1 was im a group. | saw two
hippos in from1 of ws and
another at the back near 16th
Avenupe, We were walking down
Maduna Road.

Whea we got close to the two
hippos thev started shooting. I
was shot in the ankle and fell
down. While I was lying on the
ground the police left the hippos
and came among us,

They took our umbrellas (it
was hot). They sid all who wers
alive must get up. They hit and
kicked us.

The police collected stomes
and scattered them among the
dead people.

I was taken to hospital in an
amb ulance and later escaped.

| did not see anvone in the
crowd carrying stones, sticks or
any other weapon,

1 escaped from the hospital
because, though | was inmocent
and had dome nothing, | was
afraid 1 would be put in goal.--

VUYANI MLOMZALE

‘Police threatened

us with guns’

*1 WAS meving down 17th Awve
heading for the funeral, | joined
the procession pext (o Mita's
Shop. There was a hippo in front

of the procession and another
alongside. We went down
Maduna Road.

Some elderly woman were
coming and sbme policeman
waved them to join the pro-
cession. A man was in frontona
bicvcle .n‘li a white man on a
hippo poicted a gun and shot
'_'I.L:!

The policeman did not sy
the people must go back. [ saw

THIS IS WHAT
LE GRANGE SAID -

AFTER the Uitsnhage massacre,
the Minister of Law and Order
Mr Louis Il Grmangr made a
stitement m which he said 17
people were killed and 19
-mjured. He also said the police
were attacked with stones,
“and other missiles imcluding
petrol bombs™

The people zaid they were
oaarmed, they were going 1o 3
funeral.

Several political parties called
for the resignation of the
Minister. They said he had lost
sontral over the police.

Dr Allan Boesak patron of
the UDF, zaid ir was useless for
Mr l¢ Grange to remgn while the
Boths government and its apart-
heid policies still existed.

The followmng is the Minister's
stateent

“l| regret to announce that a
most unfortunale incident took
place at about 10 2m. this
moming when the police were
forced to open fire om a crowd
of peopls sstimated at between
3000 and 4000 near Uitenhage
in the Exstern Cape. 17 people

Youth members carry the coffins of their friends and
brothers

po stonss being thrown or any
speirs of petrol bombs There
WA ES Waming whén BE Wl
shof and then the police fired ot
e crowd

The people were in fromt of
the hippo — they were not arocnd
ir.

When the police hired [ threw
myiEll onto the pround. [ héerd
the police say we muast Kill all
the people still alive. They did
eot se¢ | was still alive

dizd and 19 injured.

“The crowd, arme#d with
stones, sticks, petrol bombs and
bricks were marchirg towards
Uitenhage on the highway from
the Langa Black township. They
were led by 2 person dressed in
black and carrying a brick.

“About one kilometré from

L;:ttn:.gt a polbict unit conm-
gistimg of 19 men led by a
bcuterant canfronred ths

marching crowd and the officer
in charge climbed onto his
vehicle and told the leader that

the march was illegal in terms of
the prohikition on open-air
gatherings. He instructed the
Ieader to order his people back
but his instructions were ignored.

“When the crowd was about
five metres from the police the
ommanding officer fired a
warning shot into the ground
next 10 the leader

“1t still had oo effect and the
police were suddealy surrounded
mmd pelted with stomes, sticks
ipd other mixles ncluding
netrol bombs.

The police put stones on the
road The ambulances came and
[ wis putl in an ambulance, The
ptople who were wounded were
trying to run away and the
pobce weéré beabing them . .

in the hospital I ran to the
todler where | ceaned the blood
from my clothes. [ then walked
dowly out of the hospital and
went home

JOHN FILA
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“The police olficer had no
alt=rmative but 1o order fire, in
self defence. Three R1-rifles and
some shotguns were used. The
crowd retreated =nd firing
immediarely ceased. Six RI-
bullets, 27 shotgun cartridges
and 10 pistol shots were fired,

“Eleven people died during
the incident while six othems
died in bospital. Ninstesn people
wiTE Wolndad.

“Police later found traces of
exploded petrol bombs 25 well as
one unexploded petrol bomb.
Fingerprints have besn found on
the unexploded bomb.

“1 am particularly perturbed
thar notwithstanding the fact
that the police and my office
mformed the media as gquickly
is posmble after the incident of
the cormect facts it came to my
notice that grossly exaggerated
messages which stated that the
p-uL::: had opened wp with
machine guns and tha: wounded
people had been shot dead in
cold blood, had besn relayed to
the mediz [This is a calculated
fistoriton of the facts.
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