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KTC

residents

on the
march

“WE are not fighting. We want
houses. We are born and bred 1n
Cape Town™.

These were the words om the
banners of marchers to Goodwood
Administration Board. 67 KTC resi-
dents protested zgzinst the demo-
littion of their shellters and thew
éviction from the KTC camp.

On that maorning mare thsn 14
vans with BAARB offigals sur-
roundsd the camp and intimidated
the people. The marchers wérs
arrested before they reached Good-
wood and are being chzrged with

This is part of 2 long struggle by
the people of KTC for housing and
the right to live and work in the
L“i‘..i&i.

The people have stood united and
kzve forced the government to back
down, They were promised 2500
sites where thev could build their
own houses

The firsx two hundred people
werg given sites. But now, Mr
Beruidenhout of the Western Cape
Administration Board has announ-
ced that no more sifes will be
given, and that a new township will

But, the people have rejected this.

“We want houses now, we cannot
wait for three years. Why musl we
be thrown &0 kilometres away from
the city where there is nd trans-
port? We cannot afford this.” sud
Nomsa Kiti, 2 KTC resident.

Mrs Kiti said that *“thers arc
rumoas that v will have (o bay
these houses. My husband eamns
R40.00 per week, we cannot afford
to buy 2 house. We demand chat
the government provides housing
for our people =t & price that we
can affesd™.
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tried every trick to divide the
people of KTC — thosz with passes
and those without pamsses. The
building of 2 new township 2nd
offering houses to those who can
afford it, is vet another way of
dividing the psople.

J.I.Tt,.ﬂ.

broke down my shelter
even though [ had 3 pass. Whal's
the difference? We all sulfer in the
gime way, We mus? stand enited™,
These were the words of one of the
mothers as she joined the 67
marchess on ther way to Good-
waood Adminizzzation Board recent-

be built at Swartklip in three yozrs

attending an illegal gatherg time,

Driefontein
mourns their
leader — LY
Saul Mkhize AW

THE people of Drie-
fontein in the Transvaal
have [ived there far
generations. They paid
for therr land lomg be-
fore the government
passed the Native Land
Act of 1915.

5000 Driefontein villagers have been
waging a long and hard battle against the
government’s laws of forced removals. It
is a fight of a poor community for land
and the right to live where they choose.

A battle which has cost them the life of

last year., They were
told by Piet Koornbof
thar partiament had de-

This was a vicious law @ community leader, Saul Mkhize. cided that they must
which took the peaple’s  Mr Mkhize died recently when police  “ " bf__"'-*l_.f;:‘ . df';:
= = o [ L

land zway from ithem.
Thiz law gave Black
people who are the
majority in this country
aoaly 13% of the knd
87% of the land went o
a handfull of whites.

The government has

shot him at a meeting called by the people
to oppose their removal from the area.
The United Women’s Organisation has
joined in the voices of protest,

“We condemn the shooting of Saul
Mikhize as an act of intimidation against
civic people. The government cannot stop

Asszgax river, The peo-
ple were not consulted.
They organised them-
gelves to recist the re-
movals, Saul Mkhize
said: “We paid for our
lapd znd we wish 10
keep 1. We will not

decided that the people  the resistance against forced removals by own the new Lnd 1o
of Drisfontzin must live  shooting the leaders of the people. UWO  which we are supposed
in the homelands. The . : to mave. We will be-
struggles of the people sxitemls &5 Sy thy to the - family come sguatters and

and to the community of Driefontein’.

In this story, Grassroots tells of the
struggles of the people of Driefontein for
their land.

of XTC and Drizfontein
is ons, It is a struggle
for land, it i= @ strugzle
ta live and work where
they chooss,

wha knows when some-
ane slke will decide 1o
move us again?”

He =zaid “thbe govem-
ment wanis our land . ..

And it & 2 fight has forced millions to for which the people  for minerals. Woulc
against the governments  become migrant work- have to pay the price. they FROVE white people
homelands policy. A  ers znd has broken up  The, viilagers of Drie- m this way — by buses

1o harren land with no
roads, mo Wwatél, no

fontein sarted this fight
around the middle of

policy which kzs dividad
our peaple, One which

family life, In short, it
is a policy of Apartheid,
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‘the residents at a protest meeting.

schools, no shops, no-
thing?"

Dosfontein is 2 poor
village. About 300 own
land and smzll portions
are lezsed to lenants
The people have raised
cattle. they have grown
their own foad. They
have started schoals,
kil homes znd
churches.

Must they give all this
up simply to make the
government s laws work
bettzr? Must they give
this up so that a dam
can be built in the area?

Removals

The villagers have or-
ganised themselves into
a commities, They have
fough: the battle
through the cCourts.
They have petitoned
the povermnment and
won the support of the
people. They have said
oo to the gowvermment.

Mr Prinsloo of Dr
Koomhofs department
has told the people that
“the govermment has
zlready decided about
the removal of Drie-
fortein. We are nol
going to negotiate any
further on the marter.
It is finished ™

But Mr Mkhize, I
replying on behall of
the people’s commitiee
said: “If the govemn-
ment i nol aocepung
zny negotiation with us

. théem we doat
accepl. The community
is not accepting it.
Pank vyou." Today,
Saul Mkhize is dead.

And so, the battle
gziinst removals be-
tween the people of
Dricfontein and the
govermment CONtnues.

Admiriszration Bozard has Iy,

FORGED REMOVALS

Stalement from the “voice of the Drieforntein
people”, February 1323.

“Here we have widows, old men and women,
who have spent all their lives raising their fam-
ilies. Educating them. Building their houses,
Jooking after them while they still had the
strength and vigour fo do so.

“Whal can they do now - the old, the weak, the
crippled? Must they just curd up and die?
Without money and without the vigour of
youth, which they no longer have, now can
they start all over again?”

Shocked at death
of Langa worker

PEOPLE in Langa zre
shocksd at thes death of
Xolisa Chicks Chikane.
They s2y her death was
caussd bessiige the bhos-
s2s znd shop owners
refuse 10 make proper
arringemenis o pno-
tz=t their workers who
are= left o wark alsne

atl night.
Chicks Chikane
worked at the Good-

wood branch of Ken-
tucky Fried Chicken.
On the §th Febreary, at
night, two whites walk-
ed in 2nd ordered Chicks
to open the safe. She
was tersibly frighrened
znd could mot do it
The workers then tele-
phaned the police and
the sobbers ran away,
without getting any
money.

When the bosses of
Kzamcky besrd about
the rabbery, they made
o0 arTEngementis to fréat
Chicks for shock at all,
but she was forced to

continue wark.

After three davs she
collapsed. Anm  ambu-
lance was called but she
disd on the wavy io
hospital. She was baried
on the 26th March.

All over Langa the
people are outraged be-
ceuse they say that ths
iz pot the firs! time (hat
someons has disd be-
cause the bossss refuse
10 protsct of care pro-
perly for their workers.

They say that if she
had hesn trested proper-
Iy after the incident she
would have been alive
today.

A worker said,
“something muast  be
done 1o protect work-

¢r5. The call is for all

workers to join the
worker's unions znd
together fight for their
rights. ™

For advice about
working problems, tele-
phone theGeneral Work-
er'’s Unjon, 67-0870.





