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Join the struggle,

OMN the Easter weekend 43 years
ago, the bipgest mass mesting
thar Cape Town had sver ssen
ook place. 20 000 peopile gather-
ed on the Grand Parade. People
came from all parts af the Pan-
insula, from Paar! and Stellen
bosch, They carried banners and
posters. They sang freedom
sOMgs:

Dark Folks a-ise,

The long. long night is over . |
They had come to grotest against
& new Segragation Bill which ths
Malan governmant was 1rying 1o
introduce. A bill which would
extend apartheid ewen further by
applying it 1o “coloursd™ people
as well as Africans.

Cissie Gool, James La Guma
and Abdurset Brown addresszed
the meeting from the 10p of a
arry parked in the middle of the
Parade. After the spsechs;, the
people marched an parliament,
led by Cissiz on the larry.

The march was well cantrolied,
but the police wers afraid. A
large sguad of police me: the
marchers 21 Parliament Strest
They tried to brégk the march

“FOR many, a commu-
miry is not simply
place where we live, [r
it much mars than theat
- The community :is
cur home. It is 2 placs
where many of us were
bomn and it is the placs
where we will die, it is
the place we come
haome 1o after a heavy
dav's work to rest, to
ke with our friends and
ncighbours. It is a place
of warmth. of tnend-
ship. of neighbourly
quarrels. Even though

gur lives may be hard, It zlso looks at what
happened

our community gives us

with force. Many pecple had 10
go toe Groote Schuur Hospital
because af ther injurss. Fight-
ing continued all night between
the police snd some of the
Marchers.

In May 1946 Cissie Gool,
together with Sam Kaha, ag2in
lad a big march. This time the
march was on2 of thousands of
womean, who were pratesting
zbout the shorizce of food after
the Second Woarld War. The
women marched around District
Six, visiting all the shopkespers
who were suspected of hoarding
rice 2nd other scarce foods.

The women told the shop-
kz=pers wha: they thought of
them, Cissie and Sam went into
one of the shops and found 30
bags of rice which was dimr-
putad among the peaple. The
women then went fram shoag 1a
shoo, finding all the Tood they
could.

Who was Cisziz Gool — this
waman who led thousand: of
peopie to demand ther rights.

Cissie wss one of the firs
blacks o study at the Unkiersity

when he

shame with otheér groups
the experience ol wril-

of Cape Town. and first woman
adwocate in Cape Town. She had
a laong history in Cape Town
politics. She came from a
palitical family. Her father was
Dr Andurshman, wha started
and wias one af the |&ders of the
African People's Organisation
(APOI.

Ciszie’s first zpeech was 21 &0
APQO meeting in 1230, Sha spoke
about the wote being given 10
white wamen and not to blacks
In this first political speech, she
said that walk was not ensugh.
She then led the people in 2
mach 1o Parliameant to object 1o
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people’s history

on Claremont. If was
clear
mation had to come

not to let the evictions
go unnoticed. lt was

the ministers thems=ives. Thou-
eands fallowed her 1o Semand to
see General Hertzog.

Buz, Gissie soon rejecied her
father's politics and the APO.
She felt that they werg too
worried about being respecizble
and what the suthorities thought
Instead, in 1835, she was ona of
the people who started the
Nationzl Liberation League.

Three y=as later she becams
the first president and chair-
person of the WNon-Europsan
United Front. Bath these organi-
sations wiad to unite 2l the
opprassed people,

Ciszie also wied to use the
govErnment’s own ingIitutions 10
right for the rights of the people.
A1 that time, "coloured™ peaple
could still vote for and be
glected to the City Council. In
1838 Cissie stood for Council
and was elactad, Foar many years
atter thiz she ussd her ponton
to Fight against all discriminatory
laws both by the Ciy Council
and by the national covernment.

She fought acainst beach and
train  apartheid, she fouwoht

that the infar-

streneth and kope.”
This iz the opening
paragraph of a hook
written by the Clare-
mont branch of ths
United Womean'"s Organi-
sation, The story &5 a
record of peoples
memories, their personal
fealing and experiences.

Group came ta Clare-
mont.

The booklet = avall-
able at U.W.D. office,
Orpen Books and Grass-
roots office.

This arpicles will des-
cribe kow and why ths
booklet was written fo

ing an ozal history of
their areds.

In May 1982, thers
weEreé SITOnE TUMOUIS
that the-lasz few old
families of Claremont
wers [0 bE evicted.

At 2 meeting called by
the Claremont LUWO,
the residents decdad

10

agreed that a working
goup of =x people
would write a hooklet
to recard the history of
Claremont's people.

The group soon found
out that Hbranes and
newspaper archives had
vary Litle information

“the poorman’s friend”
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from the psople them-
zelves,

A book by Paul
Thompson, “The Voice
of the Past™ gave usadul
lips on how to go about
writing an ora! history.

Soon a list of questions
(o0 bz aked and ths
paople to be interviewed
wias drawm up. The
schools, churches and
traders played zn im-
portant part in Clams-
mont, 5o thess wers the
slarting poinis.

Two experimental
intenviews were dome,
which helpsd m deter-
mining which questions
to ask and how to 2sk
them., Thkey zlso gave
the goup more con-
fidemes 1o po ahesd
with ather inlerviews

Interview

Thse mierveews weTs
done in Iwo's, (ne pér-
son would do the inter-
view and the other
would rake notss. Each
inlerview wis wriien
up and shared with the
rest of the group. Each
person had 2 chemo® [0
inlervaEw,

Among the 25 peopls
interviewed were people
who stil lived in Clare-
mont, others who had
been moved oul, some

homesowners, [2nants,
professionals,  trades-
men, LObourers aod
housswives,

Oid rhotogrzphs,
letters, maps and any
other documents wers
also collected.

Once all the infor-
mation bad been Zith-
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its ours’ - Cissie Gool

against te intraduction of the
Coloursd Affairs Department,
the fought for creches for child-
ren of working mathers, she
fowught for soup for the poor . ...
Above all, she fought against
apartheid,

These ar¢ only & few of the
campeigns in which Cissie took
part. Far Cissie believed in
action. She knew that rtalk
would not bring unity and
freedom, She knew that as a
leader, she nerself must take
an active part in the struggle.
Cissie bezlieved in working with
g/l organisations opposed 1o un-
just | zme.

She said, "Dont weich the
experiment; jain the struggle;
its yours, its ming, its ours. We
shall resist.”

Ciszsie Gool died many vyears
ago, bur her memary remains
with many peoale, We wroze
this story from resding old
newspapers and from talking to
people who knew Cissie. Cissie is
remembered for her enthusiasm,
her readiness to Tioht on gl
ISSLEs,

-
e
L

ercd, the next step was
to decide how it should
be written up.

The information was
divided Inio sections,
I'so people worked on
cach section. Ideas werne
brought back 1o ths
group nd discussed.
Two rough drafis wene
wriitéen and re-swTikién.
The second draft was
given o differenr people
o rexd and comment
on. Some peopies who
had been mmterviewed
werneé askec whal they
thought.

The Tmal draft was
writtea bv the group.
This was then edited by
gne person w0 that
there was 2 common
stvle throughout the
bookle:.

Besides the content of
the booklet. decisions
and plans had 1o be
made about hav-out,

moncy [or printing and
diztribution. Thess (asks
wers shared aut
amongst  the LUW0O
branch mem bers.

Lavimg-out the book-
let nceded some skills,
Fortunately some skil-
led pesople wers ready
o help. They showed
ithe others what to do.
Finslly after 9 months
the bookler was com-
pleted,

io encourage other pec-
ple to write socizl his-
tories about ther own
areas. Many  people
hzve [nteresting stories
to t2ll about their lives
- SlO0ES THAt afent

written in  |ldstory
boaks.
When these people die,

the stories are lost for-
éver., Thess unwritlen
siofies need (o be pre-
served far sur childrea®s
children.





