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Keep
up the
good
WOrk

SEVERAL messages of
SUpTOIT wWers recsived
by Grassroots for its
Third Annuzl Genesal
Meeting.

CAHAC

q.

THE first great service Grass-
roots rendered was o make
people believe in themselves,
1 Cape Town advocsle Mr
Dullsh Dmar has sa3d,

Speaking at the officil
opening of the AGM, he szid
the communily paper was

born 2t 2 time when people in
hundreds of locations still
had to take the first step for-
ward.

Gmssroats helped to fght
the demoralisstion and

apathy 2nd build people’s
ponfidence in themselves,
“It assjered people in under-

stand tlogether and fight to-
gether, we can succeed.

“Crragsroots highlighted
efforss of CcommunityEs 0
Belp themselves, helped peo-
ple to share experiences with
atbers.

We also learnt it was nr-':.
the people who could bring
about change in South Africa

Not = 5j='|g'-= paper con-
trolled by big businesz, includ-

ing the {"!—F-: Herald =nd
Sowezan, represenled the
vizws of the oppressed, he
gaid

At ome time we did have
newspapers which  either

circulaiting m the
Cape. The J{..I‘ rol l:m'!!-s;‘ it
was forced 1o close down due
to the persecution znd ban-
ning of its personnel.

“The end of these papers
signified that South Afmca
had entered 3 period of dark-
ness and repression. The ANC
and PAC were bznned znd
sountless people persecurad.

“Ths S:zate, assisted by
aother sections of the mbng
clagg  launched a pgantic
gampaign to chamge the
thinking of the oppressad.

“By attacking the minds of
the¢ wvoung and destroy¥ing

Teaching people to stand together and flght

dom. Wave after wave of
strikes brought new haope.

And our students at schools
and bush colleges, in 1976
and  ther=after, “bzcame
soldiers of the freedom strug-
1

“The decades of 1972 w
1983 i undoubtedly the
decade of the workerstudent
elhjanze,

“It doecs not mean char
everybody overnight changed
from slives into Irecdom
fighters.

The State’s onslaught hed
taken its toll, Mr Omar sz2id
Ia locations and communities

THE Cape Areas Hous-
ing Action Committes
We sahlute Grassrools
lor its contnbulion O
the peoples” struggles
since 1380, Largely be-
cause of these struggles,
the gowemment can no
longer continue o rule
in the old way. K has
been forced 0 buy
time through the Presi-
dent"s Council proposals
and the Koomhof Bills.

Thezse will na doubt
be strongly resisted.
The government will
pot allow this resistance
o coatinue unchalilan-
ged. Already w2 have
s2en how they use the
madiz to confuss the
people. Thus, the role
af Grassroots will be-
Some ven moTe impor-
tzmi.

" CTMWA

THE Cape Town Muni-
cipal Workers Associa-
tion: Grassroots has
filled 2an imporiant
vacuum. The newspaper
is most informative and
plaxs 2 vital role in
educating the oppress-
ed. Continue the good
work.

HPOC
THE Miteneily Pizin Co-
ardimating Commnled
We palute mledge
dAF copimusd EYEROTE
and kopé vou will o'
sironger &f the only
Fenuing pegrie s paper,
Forward the people’s
paper.

MWASA

MEDIA Workers Asso-
ciation (Westem Cape):
We sinc=rely hope that
efforts to distribute the
paper more widely will
bear fruit. To this end,
we pladgs our full sup-
port.

SASPU

THE South Afrisan
Students Press Union:
Grasroots dedication
a5 a paper which is
trulv the wice of the
people has been an
inspiration to all in the
altermative pres. We
express our continoed
support im the way
ahead.

HPYW

Mircheils .!"’.':._'li
Mozermen e
regffirm  our l'r-'“'ﬂt."r-
ment (o the gogir of
Grasprooll 4F @ wniing
force in our SITKEEe, on
the basis of owur pelief
I.."'.|I |.|'I'. U] ['rf.’:l So2nn -'1:
thke oppressed pEOD |.,
including the youth, We
pledee agein fo peek
maximum imToiTemeni
af our members in
(rrarrooll.

THE
Yourk

standing that

shape the futwre,

Advm:are
Dullah Omar

GRASSROOTS seems to be a child of the
oppressed. So when a child is enjoying her
birthddy, the people who gave it birth
celebrate. We do not only want to wish nt

Forward §
with the
people’s
paper!

MORE THAN 300 szinging. cheering and chanling
meople. The zlare of the video camera lights. The
hackdrop of a beanrifully hand-painted banner
symbolising the growgh of Gr*s!:m its since 1980.

Hammers of severgl Civic . Fludent, voern
women s organisations dmaned :Lm..r__! the hall, e=g-
nalling their solidasity with the paper. Messagss of
support, hailing the paper’s good work. The Rive
af activity in the hall's fover as people clamour for
rliﬂ.ﬂﬂti T-shirts, buttons and stickers.

This was the scene 2t the opening of Grassroots”
Third Annual General Mesting in 5t. Marks Hall,
Church St., Athlone, on Friday March 18.

[t wasn'l so much “a show of strength™ as some-
omé remarked, or to indicate “we've made it after
three yzars™, Buz, 33 one organisstion szid in its
message: “Forward the people’s paper”.

It was a time for members, supporters and sub-
seribers of Grassrools (o hedr répalls on the paper s
progress . hsten o zpeakers outline the impostamt
role of the paper and discuss the future.

And. in the ead, to g2t people to rededicate
themselves to taking the peper “Torwand™.

Soeaker zfter speaker zpplauded the role Gras-
roots had played since 1980 and condemned ths
Presidents Council proposals and the Koomhbof

gimilar problisms
We have

Bills. These included the Grassroor’s outpoing
chairperson, Essa Moosa, the outgoing secretary,

Rachid Seris, Cape Town zdvocate Dullah Omar,
and Pastor Frank Chickane of Johannesburg.

On Saturday_ March 19 at the 51, Francs Cul-
toral Cenrre, Lasga, it wos down o the serions
debate of the paper’s foture with delegazezs and
observers from about 30 ofganisations atfending.

they are not
spactatoss in their own destiny
but perticipents. We help to  50s

“People were encourzged to
examine their own day to day
= problems, grapple with them
Ll and unite with others with

learnz that if we

bBelonged to of served the
cppressad, Ia the 19405 and
the Guardian was read
by thousands of blacks.

“When it was banmed, 1t
came out under the nams
Advenoe and them Clargon did,

znd then New Age. All of erous
them suffered the zame {ste.

“There was also the Torch

many more happy birthdays but we also
ask ourselves and our child “which way are
we going and how do we see your place in
the struggle ahead”. At the same time, the

De!agales at the AGM’s report back sessioh.

peaple’s leaders, the strategy
of tke Siats was not only to
produce a slave mentality but
destroying 2 people's history.™

He said we were taccht rhar
we had no history, or
it was dirty and rreach-

~After 13 years_ in 1973 the
workers struck & hlow for free

all over the country, people
still complained about what
wis being dome TO them and
wondered what wias Z20Ing 1D
be dops FOR tham

“The role Grassroors began
to play three years ago waig
to a large xtent determined
for it by the very sitnasion in
which = bved.”

if we

people’s offspring, Grassroots, can also ask
whether they, the people, appreciate ther
offspring, and have we made proper use of
the child in our work. — Mr Omar .

During the two day programme ﬂ'-'—"'E‘JEJD.S broke up info groups 10 OisCuUsSs QuesHIoNs f3Cing
grassrools. Here is one of the eight groups ar work.

THE mew axacua-
tive of Grassroots
for 1983 includes
Rashid Seria,
chzirperson ; Lynn
Matthews, secre-
faryv-trassurer:

Macheila Naldoo,
assserant EE (T~
tary; Essa Moosa
and Enver Denpsls,
[rusiess: Ray AT
aolé, newsgather-
'.:'I.g COnNvVENMOT ;
S:eve Carolus, dis-
fribution conven-
or: Maricn Jacobs
and Wilks Hof-
MeyT, AdVICE COn-
venars, Shanaar
Mezr fupdrajcing
SOAYERST! xrid
Arton Fishar,
w::-r]-:.#.ha; COnve-

Educative, critical but still a mouthplece

MORE educative, independent, crmc:ﬂ but still a
mouthpiece of democratic organisations.

This was the decision of the AGM on the future
role of Grassroots.

It followed group discussions and a paper by or-
ganiser Lila Patel on The Way Forward, The paper
incloded discussions with activists, youth groups,
tradz unions and members of civic, sudent and
womean's orgznisations, The discussons were par
of the asessments which took place before the
AGM.

Ms Parel said many people felt Grassroots shauld
be more political rather than a nammow Bsue-orien-
tated paper.

There were different views on what was meant
by political. Some understood it to mean that the

paper should be a politicz] mouthpiece.

Others felt Grassroots was political Reporting on
organisation at civic, youth, aomen's dudent and
worker levels was political but at a different level.

Still others agreed that the paper was political
but felt organisation had reached a higher level and
faced new challenges like the President’s Coundl
and the Koombhef Bills.

They felt the paper should comtinue o be a
moulhpicce for mass organisations but the em-
phasis should change.

it should be more educative and link struggles for
rents, wages and so forth ro apartheid and capigal-
ism. Bt should also criticise the way we work, ks
successes, failures and weaknesses.

It should have some independence in giving poli-
tical direction but this independence should not
mean the paper was separate from mass organisa-
tions, It should explain why conditions existed
and not only report on it, Ms Patel said.

The AGM resolved that Grassroots should remain
a mouthpiece of mass organisations but begcome
mare educative.

It should remair a broad forom in which views
and opinions could be debated and oriticised. The
dehate should not be aimed at intellectuals but at
educating and politicising all its readers. Criticism
should be constructive and not divisive, The
effects of the criticsms should at all times be con-
sidered by Grassroots,



