10c

NON-PROFIT COMMUNITY NEWSLETTER

rassroo

THE PAPER ABOUT YOU

Who faked it?

IN the early hours of a
cold morning last month,
thousands of myster-
ious pamphlets were
distributed throughout
many townships.

The pamphlets were
fake copies of a Cape
Areas Housing Action
Committee newsletter.

No one has claimed
responsibility for the
fake and the govern-
ment has denied having

had anything to do
with it.

The fake quotes
CAHAC  chairperson,

Mr Wilfred Rhodes as
saying that we can af-
ford high rents if we
have smaller families,

UWO

holds
congress

OM April 3 and 4, the
United Women's Organi-
sation (UWQ) held its
gseconid Annual Confer-
ence at the Lutheran
Youth Centre in Ath-
lone.

More than 200 elec-
ted delegates and ob-
servers from the 18 or-
ganised Branches of the
UWO as well as invited
visitors, attended the
Conference,

The three guest
speakers — Mrs Dora
Tamana, Mrs Gloria
Mnikina and Mrs Amy
Thornton — praised the
UWO for the hard work
of the past year. Mrs
Mnikina urged the UWOQ
to ““call women every-
where — in the streets,
down the drains, in their
homes and at their work
— because women bear
the greatest burden and
carry the greatest re-
sponsibility,”

Amy Thornton urged:
“Out of Conference
must come not just the
gpirit from our sSongs
but the real decisions of
how we are to carry on,"”

And this is exactly
what happened at this
Conference. The UWO
members and their visit-
ors talked of their prob-
lems in building Bran-
ches, the practical diffi-
culties of organising
women, raising funds
and getting to meetings.

Out of this frank dis-
cussion, came resolu-
tions to
® plan the work better
and to have organising
workshops to help the
planning
® ensure that all mem-
bers work and partici-
pate fully in the organi-
sation
# build the Branches
in the areas through
practical work

work harder for our
bosses and spend our
money wisely.

In fact, in the origi
nal newslertter Mr Wil-
fred .Rhodes says that
we need to be strong
and well organised. He
mentioned different
occasions when  the
people stood together
and were victorious.

Among other occa-
gsions he mentioned the
fight by the Electricity
Petition Committee for
the changing of the
electricity due dates
and fight against the in-
creases in busfares last
yvear when, in both, we
were  successful.  Mr

Rhodes appealed to the
people to organise them-
selves.

Throughout the for-
ged copy the policy of
CAHAC is described as
being one of consula-
tion.

‘We must zee our lo-
cal management com-
mittees. They are our
legitimate elected bo-
dies. They represent
our community in the
true sense of the word.
By supporting them we
give them more power
to negotiate with the
City Council and the
CGovernment,” the for-
ped copy goes on tosay,
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The caption on the
original newsletter was
changed to read: ‘Sup-
port your local manage-
ment Committee. You
voted them in".

The original news-
letter shows a picture
of the people at the
recent rally in the West-
ridge Civic Centre. The
caption refers to the
spirit of unity of the
people. About 3 000
peaple attended the ral-
ly.

There were also other
changes made to the il-
lustrations on pageé one
of the newsletter. The
newsletter now calls for
consultation.

Despite Jnnmam-m train fares, conditions remain the same.

‘We need to be strong’ - GAHAG

DELEGATES to the
CAHAC meeting last
month agreed that
stronger organizations
were needed to put a
stop to rent increases,
They resolved to go
back to their areas and
take up some of the
many problems which
residents  experience,
and in so doing, build
their organizations,
While Cahac will not
presently campaign for
decreased rents, it does
not believe that the
struggle for ‘rents we

Inside
Grassroots

can afford’ is over,

“Far from it,” said
comminity representa-
tives,

“The struggle must
cohtinue.” they said.

Questions

“The form it takes
must be decided by
strong organizations;
organizations strength-
ened by takmng up the
problems which the
people experience.”

In assessing the suc-
cess of the four-month-

Child
care

Crisis -
-pages 8 & 9

long campaign, Cahac
delegates raised many
important questions
which every organiza-
tion must carefully con-
sider.

¢ Was there sufficient
activity in the commu-
nity while the deputa-
tion met with the min-
ister?

¢ Did the campaign
lose its spark because
people expected imme-
diate relief?

& Was the activities in
all areas watched clos-
ely enough?

Nyanga
squatters
- page 10
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SHOCKING details of
huge profits by the
company that controls
nearly all bus seérvices in

* Are our organisa-
tions any stronger now?
* Did we not show
that many different or-
ganisations can work
together?

* [Did we not learn

Cape Town have been
uncovered in an investi-
gation by people op-
posed to the latest bus
fare increases.

The investigation in-
to City Tramways has
shown that :
¢ The company is
making very large pro-
fits and these profits
are getting bigger every
year. Over the whole
period from 1974 to
1980 the average profit
was 357 per year,

o Over the last three

years, from 1978 to
1980 the average pro-
fit has been 69% — pro-
fits made at the expense
of people who have to
use buses every day to
get around.

Angered by these re-
velations, people are
asking what City Tram-
ways does with all this
money and why it regu-
larly applies for fare in-
creases on the grounds

more about ourselves,
our organisations and
the government?

® Have our people not
learnt to support each
other, whether they are
affected or not?

Grassroots unbanned

THE ban on the December issue of GRASS-

ROOTS has been lifted.

GRASSROOTS volume 2, number 9 was
banned for distribution in January. After rep-
resentations were made to the Publications
control board, the ban was liftad.

The GRASSROOTS calender is banned for
distribution but not possession.

All about
maternity

pay
- page 12
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Transport costs have
gone up once again.

Both the private
companies, which
run the buses, and
the state depart-
ments controlling
trains, have ignored
the people’'s hard-
ships.

Despite the in-
creases, conditions
remain the same.
T e AR S
that it needs to buy

new buses,

The investigation in-
to the company has re-
vealed the following de-
tails:

Most the profits of
City Tramways go to
Tollgate Holdings, a
bigger company that
owns City Tramways.
Tollgate set up finance
companies that lent the
money to other people
at high interest rates,
Tollgate says that these
companies have nothing
to do with their bus
companies. But the fi-
nance companies were
very profitable becaunse
they got a lot of their
money from Tollgate
(that is from City Tram-
ways and the other bus
companies at low inter-
est rates).

In 1980 Tollgate
sold their finance com-
panies and some proper-
ties because they deci-
ded to concentrate on
buses.

They received R30-
million for this. In ad-
dition they got back
R27-million that they
had lent to the finance
companies.,

Suddenly Tollgate
had R57-million at its
disposal. But they didn"t
use it to buy new buses
they said they needed.
Instead they paid out
R4&-million to their

To page 5
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Why there is

a transport

problem

Bus fares are going up
again. The National
Transport Commission
(NTC) — a government

appointed body that
considers  application
for increases in fares

has given the go ahead
to Mitchells Plain Bus
Service Ltd and Atlantis
Bus Service Ltd. to raise
their fares. The last
time strong opposition
resulted in a victory for
the people. This time
the people’s opposition
has not given a positive
result. This article ex-
amines the actual hear-
ing and raises a few
questions.

The MWational Trans-
port Commission met
on the 17th and 18&th
February to decide on
the increases. Present
there in the board room
were the slick directors
of the bus companies,
ordinary people from
the communities and
the officials who made
up the NTC.

What do we mean by
the transport problem?

As more and more
factories were built,
people began to move
to the towns. These
people quite often
made their homes near
to their places of work,
And since they lived to-

From page 1

shareholders as a special
dividlend in March
1981,

(The rest was used to
pay back a loan).

This meant that all
the shareholders sud-
denly received a divi-
dend that was bigger
than the value of their
shares,

Even Jan Pickard,
one of the biggest and
wealthiest shareholders
in City Tramways, said
that the pavout had
“not  benefitted the
company’s image."”

But the people who
pay bus fares are not
interested in “‘image”,

gether, and worked to-
gether, a strong unity
was developing. The
government felt threat-
éned by this unity and
also to keep the centre

of the towns white,
began to break up long
established communi-
ties. The Group Areas
Act and Urban Areas

JAct destroyed overnight

the community spirit &
unity that took years to
build.

Ower 300 000 people
in the W. Cape were re-
moved. Whereas pre-
viously they could walk
to work, now they had
the extra burden of
huge transport costs.

Transport costs are
also high because in all
the areas in and around
Cape Town, transport is
provided by a single
company — there is a
monopoly,

Let us have a look at
the various groups pre-
sent in the boardroom.
There were a large num-
ber of people from
community and worker
organizations, [t is peo-
ple from the communi-
ties who are forced to
use the buses whether
they like it or not. The
spokesperson of this
group mentioned the

For them it is a ques-
tion of bread and but-
ter. They know that the
R48-million that was
paid to the shareholders
of Tollgate Holdings
came out of their pock-
ets.

Two months after
this huge payout to the
shareholders, Tollgate
wanted to increase City
Tramways fares again.
It gave the same argu-
ment that it needed
morée money to buy
new buses but this time
nobody believed them.
When the National

Group Areas Act, their
bad living conditions,
the high rents, the high
cost of living and the
low wages — the con-
ditions that make peo-
ple angry. They men-
tioned too that trans-
port s an essential ser-
vice — like collecting
garbage and should not
be provided for profit!
That many people can-
not afford the present
bus fares let along any
increases,

Some of the big
shareholders of the bus
company were also
there. Their lawyer ar-
gued that szince they
were not making enough
profit they deserved an
increase. It wasnot their
concern that people
have been moved to dis-
tant townships.

Sitting in front were
the 4 member commis-
sion. They eventually
decide whether we pay
more bus fares or not —
they do not use buses!
Since they have been
appointed by the gov-
ernment, one would ex-
pect them to be sympa-
thetic to the policies of
the government, And
this was largely true.

They often inter-
rupted spokespersons
of the people to say
“that is politics” and
politics s not respon-
gible for high bus fares!
Also government depart-
ments work closely with
bus owners. For exam-
ple during the 1980
bus-boycott, Dept. of
Transport inspectors
forced people of
*pirate™ taxis and trucks
and into the buses,

Transport Commission
saw how angry the
penple were about these
dealings of Tollgate
they decided it would
be best to refuse the
fare increase,

This year City Tram-
ways have not applied
for fare increases again.
The have, however,
been granted increases
because of the petrol

price increase,
But another bus
company  Associated

Bus Holdings (ABH)
half-owned by Tollgate,

SUPERMARKET

ROSEMEAD AVE, CLAREMONT « BELLMORE AVE, PENLYN
LANSDOWNE RD, LANSDOWNE « 4th RD, HEATHFIELD
RETREAT RD, RETREAT « HALT RD, ELSIES RIVER

T o L

N W
Canes’

NG § S/RTNOAY

has applied and has

Factreton an

EXTRA rooms, garages
and storerooms built by
the people of Factreton
long ago are being de-
molished by the City
Council.

This has angered the
people who decided at
a recent mass meeting
to send a delegation fo
see Council about the
matter,

The meeting was at-
tended by more than
200 people, Many peo-
ple volunteered to help
with a survey to find
out more information
about the problem.

In one week all of
Factreton was surveyed
by the volunteers. The
matter was brought to
the KFR & TA by a
member who had been
issued with a demolition

‘Hands tied’

THE Belhar Civic Asso-
ciation last month sent
a delegation to the
Divisional Council to
discuss problems in the
area.

This was done after
the civic had been ac-
tively involved in the

rents campaign,
Belhar was one of
the areas worst hit

by rent increases, For
this reason, the com-
munity generally re-
sponded well to the
campaign as a whole

and to the Day of Ac-

tion in particular,

The hopes and ex-
pectations of the com-
munity, were high when

been granted increases
ranging from 15% to
33% . ABH runs the bus
service to Mitchells Plain
and Atlantis.

At the hearing of the
National Transport
Commission in Cape
Town recently, the
lawyer acting for ABH
said a 30% increas was
necessary to meet rising
costs,

*The problem is not
profits, it is survival,”
he said.

An investigation info
ABH has revealed the
following facts:

LATE
NIGHT

AT CLAREMONT
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notice.
Several housemeet-
ings were held and

Council was invited to a
meeting and asked to
stop all further demolit-
ions in the area.

Before the mass
meeting the residents
learsnt  from Council
that all demolitions had
been stopped until they

the Cahac delegation
discussed the rent issue
with the Minister. His
response together with
the decline of the Rents
Action Committee,
spurred the association
to see the Divisional
Council.

A delegation of ten
people handed a detailed
memorandum to Divi-
sional Council. But the
response of this local
administration was very
similar to the response
of Pen Kotze,

Despite this, the de-
legates felt they had
discovered some useful
things they otherwise
would not have known.

Bus fares - story behind increases

Between 1977 and
1980 ABH made an
average profit of 35%
every year, (R350 000
after tax on an invest-
ment of R975 000).
After the railway line
to Mitchells Plain was
opened in 1980 many
people started wusing
trains instead and ABH
made a loss of R75 000,

Then ABH applied
to the Department of
Transport for enough
money to put them
back in the same posi-
tion, making the same
amount of profit as

could reach an agree-
ment with the people at
a meeting.

At housemeetings
people gave the follow-
ing reasons for building
the structures:

# The houses are too
small -and people need
more sleeping-places;

® There is no storage
space in the houses;

says

Firstly, Divisional Coun-
cil protested against the
size of the delegation.
They said it was highly
irregular to see more
than two representatives
from an area,

They then refused to
discuss the memoran-
dum dealing with the
rent increases and evic-
tions in any detail.

The government was
responsible for deter-
mining rents, they said.
Diveo did not make one
penny profit on the
houses they rented, they
stregsed,

“Our hands are tied.

We depend on the go-

they did before the rail-
way line was opened. In
the past the Depar-
ment has always granted
VEry generous compen-
sation.

The money that the
Government pays out
in compensation comes
from the taxpayer.
That means that while
people are paying their
train fares, their tax
money is being used to
keep up the profits of a
bus company even
when people aren't
using the buses,

ger
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®# The streets are too
narrow and unsafe. Peo-
ple need to protect
their cars;
# The kitchens are too
small for families to
have their meals.
Further meetings
have been planned in
the area to prepare
people for the delega-
tion to Council.

DIVGO

vernment for funds and
can do absolutely noth-
ing in areas,” came the
response whendelegates
asked questions about
the lack of facilities in
the area.

This was their answer
o questions about poor
medical facilities as well,
They refused to take
any responsibility for
the problems experi-
énced by residents.

They even ignored
the point that the ash
bricks were breeding
places for bugs saying
that the people them-
selves had brought the
bugs to Belhar,

These  disclosures
have angered people
even more — particular-
ly as the Board of Trade
and Industries has laid
down a guideline of
15% profit for compan-
ies that have a near-
monopoly over goods
and services they pro-
vide,

Tollgate  Holdings
has a near monopoly
over all bus services in
Cape Town and a cap-
tive market because
people  have to use
buses. Yet companies
belonging to Tollgate
have shown profits of
35% to 60% in recent
years.
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