
Sham democracy! 
IN the peace and tranquility of 
the Houses of Parliament in 
Cape Town eighty-five so-called 
coloured and forty-five Indians 
this month were sworn in as 
members of parliament. 

Far from their minds was the 
nightmare elections as they 
sat in their privileged seats 
and dreamt of their new fat 
salaries. 

But the farcical elections will 
not be forgotten by the hund-
dreds of thousands of workers 
who clearly showed their reject* 
ion of the government's new 
deal 

Polls of between 20 to 30 per­

cent were recorded in the elect* 
ions for the two new houses of 
parliament the House of 
Delegates and the House of Rep* 
resent at ives. 

Significantly the lowest polls 
were recorded in the urban areas 
where workers would have 
voted. 

It is clear that the overwhel­
ming majority of workers heed­
ed the Don't Vote call made by 
FOSATU and other progressive 
organisations. 

The elections were a tremend­
ous victory for worker unity. 

Apart from the low polls 

there were other aspects to the 
elections which turned them 
into a farce* 

Indian and so-called coloured 
political parties in their eager­
ness to get elected revealed the 
depths of skulduggery they will 
stoop to* 

Reports of people vot ing 
twice, of dead people voting and 
of intimidation of pensioners 
undermined any semblance of 
democracy which remained. 

The government's hands are 
not exactly clean, either 

Shortly before the coloured 
elections the Security Police 

detained over a hundred key 
activists from various progress­
ive organisations* 

Many of them have since been 
released but a significant num­
ber have been served with deten­
tion orders which will keep them 
in gaol until February next year. 

Even a recent succesful court 
attempt to have seven detainees 
released has been counteracted 
by the government - it merely 
drew up new detention orders. 

On the election days thenv 
selves, the riot police attacked 
protesters with sjamboks and 
seized all banners* 

They were assisted by memb* 
crs of the various political part* 
ies fighting the election* who 
obviously saw beating up prot­
estors as part of their election 
campaigns* 

The SAiJC also waged a cease­
less campaign catling on the so-
called coloured and Indian 
voters to ^exercise their dem­
ocratic right'* It was supported 
by almost every newspaper in 
the country. 

However, the independent 
unions, community and other 
progressive organisations won 
the day. 


