
Workers thrown into 'poverty dustbin' 

WADEVILLE factory, Litemast-
er, has callously thrown over 80 
of its workers into the 'poverty 
dustbin*. 

This was said by the Metal and 
Allied Workers Union as it step- « 
ped up its campaign to have the 
these workers re-instated. 

The 86 workers were not 
taken back by the company 
after a strike at the beginning of 
July. 

The workers, who have been 
meeting everyday in FOSATU's 
Katlehong office, have appealed 
to 'brothers in Katlehong and 
Thokoza not to take our jobs, 
they must unite with us*. 

And the union is investigating 
legal avenues in a bid to get the 
workers back at work. 

The problem started back in 
May when the company retren­
ched 40 workers without listen­

ing to workers* proposal that 
jobs be shared. 

The retrenched workers all 
signed grievance forms stating 
that 'I can't accept that 1 am ret* 
renched. I'm unfairly dismissed 
and want to be re-instated/ 

However management refused 
to discuss their grievances and 
have insisted that retrenchment 
was a management prerogative. 

This led to a strike on July 12 
by the entire workforce. 

The following day the comp­
any selectively rehired 135 
workers, but not the 86, and this 
included all the shop stewards 
except one. 

MAWU has slammed Litcmast-
cr for coming to South Africa 
'just for profits'. 

"When times arc bad the share­
holders are not prepared to help 
their workers/ the union said. 


