THE history of the present international trade un-
10n organisations 1s long, complicated and very ol-
ten controversial. It is often the case that the story
ol what happened will change depending on who
15 telling it

However, withoutl any knowledge of this history

a hustory which still alfects what is happening to-
day — workers here in South Africa will not truly
be able to decide on international matters.

Internationul trade unjon co-opération has been
organised through two main kinds of organisations:
* International Confederations of the trade union
organisations (what are called national centres)
in different countries
International Trade Secretariats which join
together uwmons from different countries that
are all in the sume type of industry.

‘European unions form the
International Trade Union
Secretariat’

In 1902 the Intermational Trade Union Secret-
ariat (ITUS) was formed, [t consisted of most of
the European national trade unton feuerations. To
begin with it co-operated very closely with the Sec-
ond or Socialist Internationual, an organisation to
which the socialist and social democratic parties of
Europe had affiliated, ln its early years it concen-
trated solely on factory floor issues and left pol-
iical questions to be discussed by the Second In-
Fermalional.

Later, as the diftereni trade umons in various
European countties bBegan to operdte more mndep-
endently of political parties, the Intermnational
Trade Union Secretaniat began to concern itself
with wider issues as well.

I'he ITUS was made up only of European trade
unions, The American Federation of Lubour
(AFL), a federation of craft unions, in the United
States was hostile to socialism and to the European
socialist political parties, and so refused to particip-
ate.

“The socialist [ndustrial
Workers of the World
alarms British and German
Trade Union Federations'

Later on a rival, socialist trade union body
the Industrial Workers of the World (1WW)
grew in power and intluence in the United States
and tried to participate in the ITUS. This alarm-
ed the British and German trade union federut-
ions who thought the IWW was too radical. In
1911 they persuaded the AFL to join so as to prev-
ent the afffiliation of the IWW. The name of the
international was then changed to the International
Federation of Trade Unions (IFTU). However
after the First World War socialist trade unions in
the United States were severely repressed, and al-

THE BEGI!
INTERNAT

A mass meeting held in New York in the 1!

most crushed. Now the AFL had less to fear from
socialist trade unions and did not need lo worry
aboul their joining the IFTU,

Since the AFL was also hostile to the socialist
influence in the IFTU it therefore withdrew and
it only rejoined in 1937,

[hree important developments that were to aff-
ectl mtermational trade union organgsation ook
place in the Second World War. Firstly some of the
most effective resistance to the German armies in
the occupied European countries came [rom
communist parties and commumst organiseéd trade
unions. Secondly Britain and the USA joined
forces with Russia, despite their fundamental
political differences, to fight Germany. Thirdly the
British and American Labour mvovements became
closely involved with their governments in fighting
the war and in advancing the foreign policy of
their countries.

However when the War ended these develop:
menls were to have complicated eflects,

ALOOKAT THELABOUR MOVEMEN

BRAZIL s a very hig
country. It has a populat-
iom of 120 million people
which s aboutl four times
the size of South Africa’s
population. It covers a
land area that is about
seven  times  larger than
that of South Africa.

But it is the recenl
workers'_struggle in Brazil
that s more interesting.
The history of the worker
struggle in Brazil & a long
e,

In the 1930% Ilabour
laws were introduced to
put the unions under State
control. But by 1960
workers had once again
startéd to organise unions
outside the official State
controlied wnions, How-
ever in 1964 the Generals
of the Ariny seized power
from the more liberal
President Gowlart,

The generals ruthlessly
suppressed all opposition
—  murdenng, [orfunng

and detaining. All political
opposition, including ur-
ban guerilla vprising and
the unofficial trade unions
were crushed,

Behind  this repression
Brazil experienced an
‘ecomomic miracle” with
economic  growth  rates
between 1968 and 1974
of 10 percent per year
(compared to about 55
percent in South Africa).
But it was a miracle for
the rich not the poor but
by 1978 even the nch-
man's miracle had ended.

To try and deal with the
growing problems, General
Figueredo who was elected
president in 1979 started
to talk of reforms or what
the Brazilians call abetura,

The reforms were inten-
ded to give more political
freedom. However, the
Generals still kept a tight
control and they did little
to change the economic
crisis.
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The Brazilian working
elass and industry  had
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grown amazingly. The
majority of the factories

In-plant march by steelworkers supporting the wage demands of the Sao Paulo metalworkers

October 1978,

are concentrated in the
city of Sao Paulo which

has a population of about
13 million — three times
bigger than Johanneshurg.
The factories are very
big and the one Vaolks

wagen  factory in Sao
Paulo emplovs 34 0du
workers.
STRIKES

It was the workers n
metal and textile in Sao
Paulo who started to re-
organise  the  unaofficial
unions., Every year since
1977 workers have struck
in support of recognition
and hetter wages. In 1979
more than 100 000 metal
and motor workers went
on strike over demands for
a living wage, job securnity
and democratically elected
shop stewards. They were
joined by 250 W00 govem-
ment workers,

Out of this, the Workers
Party was started in order
to represent workers in the
planned elections, This



NINGS OF TODAY'’S
[ONAL FEDERATIONS

Js by the Industrial Workers of the World

*  Firstly communist parties were able to use their
influence and support from trade onions together
with money and resources from the Soviet Union
to come to power. This happened first in Czech-
oslovakia in 1¥48, and soon after in other East
European countries {¢.p. Hungary, Roumania).
Communist trade unions were also powerful in
France (C.G.T. — the most important national fed-
eration) and ltaly, (C.G.1.L. also the most 1m-
portant national federation) and were seen as a
Ahreat by Britain and the USA as well as by non-
eommunist groups in Europe,

*  Secondly despite their basic political differences
the British and Amercan allies had joined forces
with Soviet Russia to fight against Germany, ltaly
and Japan. S0 in many areas close contact and res-
pect was built us a result of the bitter struggles that
were lought. This wuas also true between the wor-
ker orgamisations in the different countries. It was
these links that first influenced worker organis-
ation at the end of the War,

T IN BRAZIL

was met with great opp- for rural people and wor-
osition from the State, kers,
other political parties and Again in the last few
the official trade union months strikes have ocour-
leaders. ed and there have been

Since 1980 Brazil has massive riots by the un-
suffered a very sedous employed. The worker
economic depresson. Em- struggle has continued and
plovers are Ffighting back attempts are being made
against workers. In the to unify the official and
motor industry they are unofficial mions.
introducing robots to rep- Clearly we should know
lace workers. about this struggle and

When the election took leam from it. Inm 1981
place in November 1952 when one of the Brazilian
the Workers” Party did upion leaders was asked
quite well but it is Ffar how he saw the struggles
from being a nationally in Poland and South
hased party. Africa, he ml?lied:

; ‘Tt is confirmation that
LAND we are not alone in our
In Brazil there & alsg a struggle to build up trade

very serious land problem umion independence and
and massive unemploy. this s the best way for
ment. The economy has workers in different parts
sefious problems and jusg of the world to establish
as in South Africa, the an independent presence.
govemmentl is trying to

It & also the basis for the
solve them by methods building of a society based
which make things wome

on justice and equality’.

* Thirdly, during the war the national centres had
worked closely with their governments, the milit-
ary and the secret services to help in fighting the
war. Since worker organisations were very aclive in
resisting German occupation in Europe it is easy to
see why the trade unions became so actively invol-
ved.,

‘Bitter hostility between
America and Russia

develops into the Cold
War’

However, after the War a bitter hostility grew
between the sovernments of the USA and Soviet
Russii, This came to be called the *Cold War™ and
quickly also involved the other Western Allies.

80 45 the “Cold War' opened between the West-
emn Allies and Soviet Russia the trade unions be-
came part of it because they were still so closely
linked with the government and secret services.
30 for example the British TUC and the American
AFL played important roles in campaigns againsi
communist unions in Greece, France, ltaly and
Germany. The aim was to prevent them taking
control and bringing in pro-communist govern-
ments. Russia also poured money and resources
into the communist unions, Both West and East
expected the federations they supported to follow
their political line in the Cold War'. The trade
unions became a major political battlefield in
post-war Europe.

The links between East and West during the war
gave nise ta a move for a new intemational trade
union ftederation. This gave nse to the formation
of the WETU (World Federation of Trade Unions}
shortly after the end of the *war. National Centres
from both East and West affiliated. However from
the USA the AFL did not affiliate. A rival group,
the Congress of Industrial Organisations (ClO)
which tended to have more militant industrial
unions, did affiliate as many tended to a socialist
political position,

However, as the *Cold War' developed the chan-
ces of the WFTU surviving with affiliates from
East and West grew slim. In 1948 the TUC decid-

ed to press for the dissolution or reorganisation of

the WFTU. The pro-communist national centres
opposed this and a split immediately followed.

In December of the same year 261 delegates
from 59 countries met in London to form the
ICFTU to which the American AFL and CIO both
affiliated.

However certain disagreements continued in the
ICFTU. The ICFTU was a child of the Cold War
and disputes developed over how that war should
be fought. The AFL, which provided one quarter
of the ICFTU's budget, and which felt 1t should
have a correspondingly large influence over the
policy demanded a militantly hard line ani-
communist and anti-colonial position. It was rel-
uctant to support even neutral trade union feder-
ations.

‘Tensions in the ICFTU lead
to the withdrawal of
American Unions’

Other ICFTU delegations felt that the AFL
would support any anti-communist union whether
or not it had any real worker support. Tensions
grew as the AFL (later with the CIO in the AFL
ClO) began to operate independently of the
ICFTU in Asia, Africa and South Amenca, as some
of the European powers and trade union feder-
ations became interested in co-operation (detente)
with Eastern Europe. These tensions continued
and led to a decline in the influence of the ICEFTU
Eventually in 1969 the AFL-CIO withdrew from
the ICFTU and only returned in 1982, The ICFTU
survived and i fact probably grew i inflence in
some areas without the AFL-CIO presence, How-
ever, it was clear that to have the major Western
national centre out of the ICFTU could not con-
tinue forever. Whether the ICFTU will now grow
and overcome differences will have to be tested
in the yvears 10 come.

At the beginning of the century Christian
{mainly) Catholic) trade unions began to emerge,
In 1920 they formed the International Federation
of Chnstiun Trade Unions (best known by its
French initials of CISC). This organisation ¢contin-
ued till 1968 when it changed its name (o the
World Confederation of Labour (WCL), This
happened because many of its affiliates no longer
restricted themselves to beimg Christian unions
only.

*International Trade
Secretariats formed in [ 889’

Intemational Trade Secretanats (1'15%s) also start-
ed at about the same time as the first Confeder-
ation. The first ITS was founded in 1889 Many
more were established in the next 20 years. Each
trade secretariat was confincd to one industry.
Their job was to share information and organise
assistance to ftrade unions in different countries
which were organising in the same imdustry (e.g.
Metal). Unlike the International Confederation
they accepted more than one affiliate from any
one country (so two rval unions could affiliate
to the Secretariat). The AFL unions also played an
important role in the IT8'%. I'TS's did not involve
themselves in political matters. However they ref-
used affiliation to any communist union or (o any
union from a country governed by a communist

party.
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Walter Citrine (right) the general secretary of the ICFTU takes a party of Soviet dﬂlﬂgatas uf thﬂ Anglu-
Soviet Committee round British war factories prior to the Cold War
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