
Workers clock-out early after police assaults 
AFTERNOON shift workers at 
a Uitenhage textile factory, 
Cape of Good Hope, clocked-out 
early for three nights after five 
of t h e i r c o l l e a g u e s were 
qambokked by members of the 
security forces on September 
17. 

The workers who knocked off 
at 5 pm instead of the usual 
10 pm demanded that manage­
ment take some form of action 
to ensure the safety of its 
workers. 

The company threatened to 
fire the shift workers bu t 
backed down when the entire 
workforce pledged solidarity 
with them. 

The workers agreed to return 
to the usual knock oil" time 

when the company said it 
would do all in its power to 
reason with the police. 

Cape of Good Hope also said 
it would get the Uitenhage 
Chamber of Industries to look 
into the problems faced by 
workers because of the curfew 
regulations. It said it would get 
the Chamber to meet FOSATU 
representatives* 

Workers have further de­
manded that the company pay 
them full pay for the hours they 
did not work and that the as­
saulted workers be paid com* 
pensation. Management have 
agreed to consider this request. 

In a n i n t e r v i e w w i t h 
FOSATU Worker News, Wil­

liam Dondashe, one of the as­
saulted workers, said they were 
on their way home from work 
when they noticed that a Hippo 
was following them. 

*It went past and blocked us 
by stopping across the road in 
front of us- Immediately police 
j u m p e d o u t s i n g i n g i n 
Afrikaans and came running 
towards us wielding t he i r 
sjamboks/ he said. 

Two came towards me and 
asked for my permi t . One 
grabbed my clothes and started 
boxing me hard with his fist. 
And as I was trying to defend 
myself the other kept on hit­
ting me on my back with his 
sjambok/ 

'All along I was trying to pull 
my permit from my pocket. 
Eventually after a long strug­
gle I was able to get it out and 
show it to the policeman who 
had been punching me.' 

The man then went away to 
inspect it. He noticed a can­
celled word and wanted to 
know from me why the word 
was scratched out. I told him 
that a mistake was made at the 
factory as they thought we 
were staying in KwaNobuhle.' 

"Suddenly the policeman or­
dered me to 'Hardloop Kaffir*. 
He gave me my permit and 
w a l k e d a w a y / B r o t h e r 
Dondashe said. 

The following day I rounded 

up the others to find out what 
had happened to them as I was 
worried about Billy Mkrakra 
who had been assaulted the 
most' 

*I told people that I felt some 
pain in my ribs. Everybody re­
ported the same feeling in dif­
ferent parts of their body/ 

*It was then we decided to re­
port the matter to the police. 
When we reported the incident 
at the police station I asked the 
policeman there whether the 
police were right in assaulting 
us whilst we were in possession 
of permits. He showed no con­
cern,* Brother Dondashe said. 

The police are investigating 
charges of assault. 


