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T he Commission on De­
tentions set up by the 
Eastern Province re­

gion of FOSATU is mount­
ing a massive campaign in a 
bid to put an end to the 
'merciless1 assaults being 
carr ied out by police on 
detainees. 

The first step in the i r 
campaign was the recent 
temporary order granted by 
the Port Elizabeth Supreme 
Court on September 25. 

The order requires that 
the Minister of Law and Or­
der and several high rank­
ing police officers in the 
Uitenhage/Port Elizabeth 
area 'take all reasonable 
steps within their power* to 
prevent any member of the 
SA Police from assaulting or 
even threatening to assault 
any person now being de­
tained in terms of the emer­
gency regulations or those 
who will be deta ined in 
future. 

The Supreme Court also 
ordered that the interim or­
der be read to all detainees 
by the commanding officers 
at St Albans and North End 
prisons. 

T h e c o u r t o r d e r was 
granted afler a young dis­
tr ict surgeon, Dr Wendy 
Orr , told t h e cour t t ha t 
emergency detainees were 
being systematically and 
brutally assaulted on a mas­
sive scale by police. 

Her evidence was support­
ed by 42 other affidavits 
mostly from relatives of peo­
ple being held in detention 
u n d e r t h e e m e r g e n c y 
regulations. 

Among them is National 
Au tomobi l e and All ied 
Workers Union general sec-
retary, Fred Sauls, whose 
two daughters were in de­
tention at that time. 

At least 15 members of 
NAAWU have been d e ­
tained under the emergency 
regula t ions and Samuel 
Haas, a member from SKF, 
has been in detention since 
the State of Emergency was 
declared. 

In her affidavit, Dr Orr 
says 'there seems to me to 
be an extensive pattern of 
police abuse upon detainees 
held under the emergency 
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regulations'. 

T h e overwhelming evi­
dence presented to me in the 
St Albans and North End 
prisons convinced me that 
detainees were being sys­
tematically assaulted and 
abused after their arrest 
and before being admitted 
to prison and also during 
their imprisonment when 
they were being interrogat­
ed at the Louis Le Grange 
police station.' 

She adds that it had be­
come apparent that the po­
lice believe that under the 
emergency regulations they 
cannot not be held responsi­
ble for the abuses and the 
department of Prisons and 
Health are 'unconcerned 
and have turned a blind 
eye'. 

Since the beginning of 
August, Dr Orr says* she 
has examined 20 newly ad­
mitted detainees per day at 
the Port Elizabeth prisons 
and that an 'inordinately* 
large proportion of them 
complained of being assault­
ed by police. 

Detainees she examined 
had bruising, weals, and 
blisters, on their backs, 
arms and palms of their 
hands. Some had lacerated 
lips and the skin over their 
cheekbones was split, Sever­
al had perforated eardurms. 

One case she describes 
had weals from his shoul­
ders to his buttocks. 'There 
were so many weals I could 
not count them. They were 
superimposed on one an­
other/ she says. 

Among the horrific com­
plaints made to Dr Orr were 
that one detainee had been 
made to eat his own hair > 
and another was forced to 
drink petrol One detainee 
told her that he had been 
made to s tand barefoot 
while a policeman dropped a 
brick on top of his foot. 

On November 26, the Port 
Elizabeth Supreme Court 
will be sitting again to hear 
the details of the case being 
brought by Dr Orr and 42 
others against the police. 

In order to strengthen 
this case, the Commission 
on Detentions has issued a 
general call for all those 
who have 'experienced the 
brutality of the system* to 
come forward and draw up 
an affidavit. 

As FOSATU Worke r 
News went to print, 50 000 
pamphlets were being pre­
pared for distribution in the 
Eastern Cape Region. The 
pamplet reads "Assaults and 
detentions must come to an 
end. But in order for them to 
come to an end people must 
be prepared to take action'. 

The pamphlet calls on all 
people who have been as­
saulted, threatened with as-
s a u l t , o r w h o h a v e 
witnessed an assault, or 
even relatives of detainees, 
to submit an affidavit in 
support of the case. 


