
Coal Board offers 
'bribe' to strikers 
AS the British miners* strike 
enters its ninth month* the Nat­
ional Coal Board has offered *a 
bribe' in an attempt t o lure 
miners back to work. 

The NCB has offered miners 
who come back to work bet­
ween 1 400 and I bOO pounds 
(about R3 200) as a sort o f 
Christmas bonus. 

A number o f strikers have 
been attracted by this offer 
but the majority o f miners are 
determined to continue the 
strike. 

The British miners began their 
strike towards the beginning o f 
this year when their employers, 
the government-owned National 
Coal Board, announced that 20 

pits would be closed by Feb­
ruary 198S - an estimated 
20 000 miners would lose their 
jobs through the pits closures* 

Backed by their union, the 
National Union of Mineworkcrs, 
the miners are striking in supp­
ort o f their demand for the pits 
closure plan to be withdrawn* 

Recently, Britain's trade union 
federation, the T i t pledged its 
support for the striking miners* 

But so far, support from Brit­
ish unions has been patchy. 

One o f Britain's biggest 
unions, the Transport and Gen­
eral Workers Union, however, 
recently decided to step up its 
support for the miners* 


