
Normans 
Transport 
victory 
for TGWU 
THE Transport and General 
Workers Union recently won a 
landslide victory over the 
TUCSA affiliated African Trans­
port Workers Union m a secret 
ballot at Normans Transport. 

In the ballot, which was held 
in order to prove which union 
had the majority support, 109 
workers voted for TGWU and 
only four in favour of the 
TUCSA union, 

Transvaal organiser, Mam* 
Lydia Kompe said the union had 
been organising Normans Trans* 
port workers for the past eight­
een months, 

'We started with workers at 
the small Pretoria depot and 
then moved on to the Wadevillc 
head office/ she said, 

'But when we asked for recog­
nition, the company just refused 
saying that their workers bel­
onged to the African Transport 
union/ she added* 

Mam' Lydia said the company 
had an informal closed shop 
with ATWU 'just because it is 
the only African union on the 
industrial council** 

She said the first time the wor­
kers had ever seen anything of 
the TUCSA union was when 
they arrived at the ballot. 

'They just knew that Rl was 
being deducted from their wages 
every time/ she added. 

Mam* Lydia said all the work­
ers had then resigned from the 
TUCSA union because they said 
*it was not a good union for 
them\ 

But, in the middle of the 

union s recruiting campaign, 
management fired a key union 
member because he had been 
seen talking to TGWU organ­
isers. 

The union immediately prot­
ested and launched an unfair 
labour practice case against 
Normans Transport. 

In a settlement reached out-
of-court, the company agreed to 
take back the sacked union 
member and to begin recognit­
ion negotiations. 

Mam* Lydia said the union had 
submitted a preliminary agreem­
ent 'but after two weeks Mr 
Norman himself phoned and said 
he was not loo happy about our 
represenlivity\ 

She said TGWU had agreed to 
hold a secret ballot to prove 
'once and for all* :hat it was 
supported by the majority of the 
workers. 

t )n the day of the ballot eight 
officials from ATWU including 
the general secretary were there 
at the factory and were given a 
chance to talk to the workers/ 
she said* 

'All the workers pitched up 
wearing union T shirts and 
they wanted to have the 
TGWU supporters to stand on 
one side and ATWU supporters 
to stand on the other,' 

'But we persuaded them to go 
on with the secret ballot and 
we won,' Mam' Lydia said-

However, she added, in spite 
of the results of the ballot 
management seem to be 'stalling' 
their recognition of the union. 


