
Fear of mass retrenchments 
THE Metal and Allied Workers 
Union fears thai metal employ­
ers will retrench hundreds of 
migrant workers during the 
Christmas break without even 
bothering to consult unions. 

And MAWU has attacked 
the industrial court for making 
this possible. 

MAWU says that the recent 
Scrcenex judgement has effect­
ively removed all the rights of 
migrant workers lo fair retren­
chment procedures. 

Previous industrial court judge­
ments have set out what it cons­
iders to be fair procedures. 

The court has said that empl­
oyers must consider possible 
ways of avoiding retrenchments 

like transfers, stopping over­
time and working short time. 

Employers must also consult 

worker representatives and these 
representatives must be given 
sufficient prior warning of the 
retrenchments. 

The court has also said that 
employers when selecting work* 
ers for retrenchment should con­
sider things like length of serv­
ice. 

In the Screenex case, MAWU 
charged that this Alrode comp­
any unfairly laid off 10 migrant 
workers because it had not 
followed established retrench­
ment procedures. 

However, in a judgement 
issued nearly two years after the 
original dispute, the court ruled 
that the migrant workers had 
not been retrenched when their 
contracts were not renewed* 

The judgement says that the 
only obligation on the employer 

in laying off migrant workers is 
'to give the employee reasonable 
notice'. 

The most horrifying aspect of 
this is that SEIFSA. the metal 
employers* association, earlier 
this year suggested that metal 
employers change migrant work­
ers* contracts to allow them to 
only give 24 hours* notice, 

MAWU said that the court's 
decision 'just emphasizes that 
migrant labour contracts are 
purely an instrument of rep-
ression and give workers no 
legal rights or protection*. 

'South African workers will 
have to ask themselves whether 
they can still benefit from a 
court which is becoming highly 
conservative and which does not 
protect the interests of workers', 
the union said. 


