
1000 ATTEND CWIU'S AGM 
MO.tE than 1 000 workers att­
ended the succesful annual 
general meeting of the Transvaal 
branch of the Chemical Workers 
Industrial Union. 

Branch secretary. Chris Bonner 
said this was a splendid turn out 
as it represented just over a third 
of the paid up membership of 
the branch. 

She said that members in each 
factory had donated money for 
the meeting and shop stewards 
had got together to prepare food 
for everyone to eat after the 

meeting. 
The shop stewards had slaugh­

tered a cow and spent all night 
cutting it u p / she added. 

But the meeting was not with­
out its problems* 

Sister Bonner said early that 
morning they had heard that all 
meetings in the area had been 
banned. 

Because of this the Benoni 
Municipality did not send their 
buses to pick up workers from 
the East Rand. 

Bui the shop stewards and* 
office bearers were incredibly 
resourceful. Sister Bonner said. 

'They quickly went to the 
police lo get permission for the 
meeting to continue, and arrang­
ed alternative transport for the 
East Rand people/ she said. 

Eventually the meeting got 
under way. 

Sister Bonner reported to 
members on t he growth and 
stabilisation of the branch over 
the past year and of the project 
to organise workers at the Sasol 
plant near Secunda. 

The union has nearly 2 000 
members at Sasol, and plans to 
approach management at the 
plant were approved by the 
meeting. 

CWILTs president. Abbey 
Cwete. and present general secr­
etary. Charles Ngema, reported 
on the national union affairs. Chemical workers sing their way along to the annual general meeting 


