
NLJTW s e t s picture straight 
for International's officials 

A NUMBER of key TUCSA 
unions have been trying to 
deceive senior officials of the 
International Textile, Garment 
and Leather Workers Federation, 

During a recent visit to South 
Africa by the international's 
president and general secretary, 
the TUCSA unions tried to make 
out that the independent unions, 
particularly the National Union 
of Textile Workers, was causing 
the division in this country's 

worker movement. 
The TUCSA unions claimed 

that 'overseas money' was being 
used to 'disrupt and divide* 
established unions instead of 
being used to organise the unorg­
anised workers. 

The unions also claimed that 
'threats and intimidation* were 
being used against workers to 
'pressurise' them to leave their 
union and to join other unions. 

The friction which exists tod­

ay in our industries did not 
emanate from the established 
unions, and we would certainly 
like to see it ended in the inter­
est of all workers concerned/ 
the TUCSA unions told the int­
ernational 

Luckily the picture was set 
straight by the National Union 
of Textile Workers which under­
lined the divisive practices of the 
TUCSA unions in a report given 
to the international's senior off-

ITCLWF general secretary. Charles Ford, together with two members of NUTWs National Executive 

icials. 
NUTW said when it was form­

ed in 1973 it used to co-operate 
with the TUCSA unions. 

However as soon as the State 
began to 'harrass' the NUTW by 
banning and detaining its offic­
ials, *we found that the TUCSA 
unions chose to desert as rapidly 
as possible', the report said. 

In November 1976 when some 
26 union activists were banned 
by the State, the TUCSA general 
secretary told the press that 
"people who disturb public peace 
should not be surprised when 
the State clips their wings'. 

And more recently when trade 
union leader, Neil Aggett, died 
in detention, the TUCSA unions 
refused to join in with the indep­
endent unions' outrage as they 
had 'no knowledge of Neil 
Aggett's activities'. 

The National Union of Textile 
Workers also told the internat­
ional's officials that TUCSA had 
called for the banning of unreg­
istered unions and for the 
prosecution of illegal strikers at 
its recent congress* 

The report said that to lind a 
union movement calling for the 
Stale to prohibit worker organ­
isation when migrant workers 
from neighbouring countries 
were prohibited from joining 
registered unions was an 'absurd­
ly anti-worker position*. 

On top of this, the NUTW 
said the TUCSA unions had 
assisted in 'smashing' strikes, 
used industrial councils to 
block the union and had been 
brought in as 'sweethearts' by 
employers. 

So who is causing the division? 


