
FOSATU DECIDES 
NOT TO JOIN UDF 
FOSATU has decided not to 
affiliate to the United Democ­
ratic Front although it shares the 
UDF's opposition to the new 
constitution and to the Koorn-
hof influx control bills. 

This decision follows discuss­
ions at all levels of the federal* 
ion which culminated in a spec­
ial seminar to discuss the UDF 
at the Central Committee meet* 
ing in October. 

The United Democratic Front 
was launched in Cape Town on 
August 20 in a mass rally attend­
ed by about 12 000 people. 

The UDF has about 400 id-
igous* student and community 
organisations affiliated to it. 

It was formed specifically to 
form a united front against the 
new constitution and the Koorn-
hof Bills. 

A statement explaining 
FOSATU's reasons for not affil­
iating to the UDF said 'it was 
essential to ensure the greatest 
possible unity of FOSATU's 
membership on a national basis 
and affiliation to one organisat­
ion could cause division'. 

The Central Committee took 

the view that the UDF basically 
united support-based and activist 
organisations in the community 
and this shaped its present 
structure. 

However, FOSATU represent­
ed membership based in national 
organisations which received 
their mandates for action in a 
very different way. 

It therefore believed that 
major practical problems would 
arise in trying to link these diff­
erent types of organisations, the 
Central Committee statement 
said. 

The Central Committee once 
again stated its absolute oppos­
ition to the new constitution 
and the Koornhof Bills and it 
therefore welcomed the oppos­
ition being mobilised by prog­
ressive organisations such as 
the UDF, 

It added that FOSATU had 
committed itself to an active 
campaign of opposition to the 
new constitution which it hoped 
would supplement and support 
the opposition being organised 
in South Africa. 


