
NUTW 
wins 
Patons' 
ballot 
ITS a big yes for the National 
Union of Textile Workers at 
Patons and Baldwin on the West 
Rand. 

In a secret ballot held recently 
the majority of the workers al 
this Randfontein factory voted 
'yes* to being represented by the 
NUTW. 

NUTWs victory at Patons and 
Baldwin signals a major defeat 
for Selora's Textile Workers 
Union. 

Earlier this year Selora 'botch­
ed' up the wage negotiations at 
the factory which led to a strike 
by Ihe entire workforce of 
Palcns and Baldwin, a union 
official said. 

Since then, he said, workers 
had said they were fed up with 
her union and had 'crossed the 
floorMoNUTW. 

Initially management granted 
both unions stop orders on the 
understanding that only one 
union would have stop order 
facilities when it had proved it 
was a majority, the official said. 

'We then decided to go for a 
ballot on the basis that the 
winner takes all/ he said. 

The ballot is the second that 
the NUTW has had to face 
against Selora's union. 

The first was at Braitex where 
86 percent of the workers voted 
in favour of NUTW. 

Transvaal Branch secretary. 
Bangi Solo said that now Patons 
and Baldwin had 'fallen* all 
other factories in the area would 
move across to NUTW. 

He said the Patons and Bald* 
win workers had waited outside 
the factory for the results of the 
ballot and celebrated their vict­
ory with a braai in the township. 


