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ICEF REPORTS 
In October 1980 the 17th 
Congress of the In te rna t 
ional Chemical and Energy 
Workers Federation (ICEF) 
was held in Mexico City. 
The ICEF represents 4, 6 
million workers in 179 
unions a l l over the world. 
Three FOSATU unions, the 
Paper Wood and Allied 
Workers Union (PWAWU), 
Chemical Workers Indus t r 
ial Union tCWIU) and 
Glass ana Allied Workers 
Union (GAW'J). have links 
*rtth the IC£F. 
" \ his report to the Cong
res s , the General Secret-
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been hit hard by r is ing 
inflation, increasing un
employment and growing 
numbers of factory clos
ures . This, he says , is 
especially true in Europe. 
Another point made by Mr. 
Levinson is that with the 
economic cr is is , managem
ents are going on the 
attack against workers 
and their organisat ions . 
Many companies are mov
ing from areas where 
there a re strong unions. 
l ike in the United States , 
to countries where unions 
are weak and wages low
er . He noted that in 
many companies in the 
United States, union 
breaking consultants have 

been called in to t ry and 
push unions out of the 
p lan t . 
The ICEF has been involv
ed in support action for 
many of i ts affiliates in 
their s t ruggles . The rep
ort makes special mention 
of the ICEF support of the 
Chemical Workers Industr
ial Union and their 
struggle for recognition at 
Colgate. 
Another major campaign 
reported to the Congress 
is the ICEF campaign on 
Health and Safety. This is 
specially important in the 
chemical industry where 
new chemicals are const
antly being invented and 
used before safety mea
sures are developed to 
prevent damage to work
ers ' heal th . 
The ICEF has started a 
campaign demanding that 
workers have the r ight to 
know about potential 
dangers to health in their 
own factories. 


