
CUSA - A HOME FOR BUCKS ONLY? 

Eighteen months a f te r the 
formation of FOSATU nine 
Unions have formed CUSA -
the Counci l of Unions of 
South Africa - t he f i r s t 
federat ion of indus t r i a l 
unions promoting "Blacks 
only unions". 
At l ea s t th i s i s the way 
t h a t i t appears . CUSA's 
President Albert Mosenthal 
put i t t h i s way "Our Const
i t u t i o n i s very c l e a r , we 
are not r a c i a l i s t i c . But we 
bel ieve tha t in order to 
overcome some of our prob
lems we have to develop 
Black Leadership". 
What t h i s means in prac t ice 
i s hard to t e l l since CUSA 
a f f i l i a t e s have applied for 
r e g i s t r a t i o n on a Blacks 
only t i c k e t . 

How workers wil l respond to 
the new federat ion i s hard 
to t e l l . However, the CUSA 
Const i tut ion does 'n t place 
much importance on worker 
involvement and c o n t r o l . 
CUSA has a lso not s e t out 
any Regional Committees in 
i t s Const i tu t ion so i t s not 
c l ea r how i t wi l l r e a l l y 
operate a t a na t ional lev
e l . At present CUSA aff
i l i a t e s are operat ing main
ly in the Witwatersrand. 
" I t s too early^ zo comment 
on CUSA" says a FOSATU spo
kesman, "they have'nt r e a l 
ly said what t he i r po l i c i e s 
are or what they want to 
do, so l e t s see how they 
survive the next s i x months 
or s o " . 


