
Bata up to old tricks 
CANADIAN based multina­
tional. Bata, has come under 
Ore in the Canadian press re­
cently for its treatment of black 
workers in South Africa. 

Bata has 90 factories around 
the world, including four in 
South Africa, Two of these are 
in the 'homeland1 of KwaZulu. 

A report in The Globe and 
Mail newspaper pointed out 
t ha t Bata had violated the 
Canadian government's code of 
conduct for Canadian compan­
ies operating in South Africa. 

The newspaper report says 
tha t a t Bata's two KwaZulu 
factories — Loskop and Keat's 
Drift — the company has: 

• ignored the 'widely accepted 
guideline' that companies pay a 
minimum wage exceeding the 
poverty line by 50 percent, 
• provided no medical, pension 
or sick funds, 
• offered its black workers and 

their families no assistance for 
medical and health facilities, 
housing or education. 
• provided almost no opportu­
nity for the movement of blacks 
into semi-skilled and skilled 
positions, 
• made a mockery of the code's 
p r inc ip le t h a t ' compan ies 
should ensure that their em­
ployees are free to organise' 
into trade unions. 
0 refused to report annually to 
the Canadian government on 
its conditions of employment on 
the grounds that such a report 
would offend the South African 
authorities. 

Soon after the report ap­
peared in Canada's Globe news* 
p a p e r , t h e C a n a d i a n 
government said it would be re* 
viewing the code of conduct. 

In 1980/81 workers at Bata's 
Loskop factory joined the 
Nat iona l Union of Text i le 

Workers but even a lengthy 
strike could not get the com­
pany to the negotiating table. 

N o w , t h e N U T W h a s 
organised the majority of the 
workers at Keat's Drift. How* 
ever, Bata has once again re­
fused to respond to any union 
letters requesting a meeting. 

And recently, the company 
'retrenched* eight Keat's Drift 
workers who when asked by 
management whether they 
wanted a union said, yes. 

NUTW's general secretary, 
John Copelyn said the union 
had invited the Canadian Am­
bassador to come and meet the 
Keat's Drift workers 'to hear 
their side of the story'* 

He also said the union would 
be i nv i t i ng t h e C a n a d i a n 
Labour Congress (Canada's 
t rade union federation) *to 
come and see for themselves' 
tho activities of Bata in South 
Africa. 


