
FIRING 
BLOCKED 
BY UNION 

AN attempt to fire |wo senior 
shop stewards at Triomf Fert­
ilizer at Richards Bay has been 
blocked by the Chemical Work* 
ers Industrial Union. 

The chairman of the shop 
stewards committee, fcmmantiel 
Mpanza initially faced three 
charges at a disciplinary inquiry. 

He was represented by the sen­
ior shop steward, Elphas Mbatha 
and was acquitted, 

NOT THOROUGH 
However, a few daysJater the 

Triomf production manager dec* 
ided the first inquiry had not 
done 4a thorough enough job* 
and instructed Brother Mpanza 
to appear before a second 
inquiry* 

At the second Inquiry the shop 
stewards tried to get manage­
ment to follow the correct proc­
edure but this led to the senior 
shop steward being thrown out 
of the inquiry. 

That afternoon both Brother 
Mpanza and Brother Mbatha 
were told that they had been 
suspended - Brother Mbatha 
was also barred from company 
premises. 

ANGRY WORKERS 

The company's transparent 
attempts to fire these leading 
shop stewards dragged on 
through six inquiries and was 
watched closely by angry 
workers. 

Finally in an important victory 
for the Triomf workers and the 
CW1U, the company dropped 
the cases and Brothers Mpanza 
and Mbatha returned to work 
after two weeks of suspension 
and inquiries. 


