
Bus companies 
wash hands of 
drivers facing 
criminal charges 

THE lack of protection for bus 
drivers involved in accidents has 
been put under the spot light by 
the Transport and tiencral 
Workers Union. 

This follows a case involving 
Putco bus driver, Victor Phala-
ndwa. 

Brother Phalandwa was invol­
ved in an accident where a wom­
an was killed. 

He was hauled up before a 
Springs magistrate and granted 
a K200 IN­

JUSTICE MISUSED 

But it appears that the pros­
ecutor was not satisfied with this 
and brought him before another 
magistrate where he was refused 
bail 

The TGWU angered at this 
'misuse of justice* approached 
the Legal Resources Centre. 

The LRC appealed to the Sup­

reme Court to set aside the 
second magistrate's order and to 
re-insMte the R200 bail. This 
was granted. 

INSTANT DISMISSAL 

TGWU general secretary, Jane 
Barrett said in the case of acc­
idents not^enly did bus comp­
anies 'wash their hands1 of 
a driver involved in a criminal 
charge, the driver also faced ins-
stant dismissal. 

She said in Britain the bus 
drivers were protected by the 
company against charges for 
damage to property or people 
while driving, 

i f the accident is the drivers 
fault, he can have his licence 
endorsed by the police but he 
will not be fired by the company 
unless his licence has been end­
orsed often/she said* 


