T g

Federation of South African Trade Unions MAY 1983 NUMBER 21

workers in this country,” he
added.
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Speaking at the May Day
rully organised by the Nal-
ional Automobile and All-
ied Workers Umon  held
near Pretona, Brother Dla-
mini said a worker by
hinself resembled 'a pawn
in g game of chess’.

‘Why?! Because he does
not  have the collective
strength of workers who
logether can force managge
ment o give 1 Lo then
demands,.” he said.

1 am convinced that we
workers, must first be
unionised and then we must
forge unity amongst all

Africa. HLANGANANI| Basebenzi — singing workers at the May
FOSATU hoped, he said Day Rally. May Day is recognised worldwide as Workers’

that the recognition of Da.-v.. : " -

common interest and the anisation being hijucked by  1tions had been seen _
need for co-operation opportunistic mass move- But that had not been sul-
would eventually bring into ments or political organ-  icient to hold off the ferce
being a trade union move- 1sations. attack bemg made on the

Brother Dlanuni sad it South African working cliss
wius clear that workers were by giant  companies und
economically exploited by multinationals.

‘the bosses” and thereflore ‘Obviously this  struegls
socrally degruded. can never be fought and

If 4 man is only able to  won by individual unions
provide himself and his fum-  but only by a disciplined,

ment which would have u
clear and workable prog-
ramime ol ac¢lpon.

This movement would
have to be controlled by its
members and  be  solely
based on cluss solidanty so

as to avoid a workers' orp- ily with the bar¢ necessities non-racial, democratic
’ of existence then that man  worker movement,” he said.
and his family are living in lo end his speech,
poverty,” he said. Brother Dlamimi said that
He said the workers hud  there could never be a totul
helped create the riches of  stop to the worker struggile
civilisation but were dep- n this country while there
rived the truils of 1t were industries still existing
Brother Dlamuni said thut ‘Forward with the worker
since the birth of the organsations, Forward with
independent trude uwnion the worker strugele. For-
movemenl some changes in - ward with worker power,’
widges and working cond- he sad
ALFA Romeo in an amazing t recognise NAAWU ot jis unfair labour practice h}: striving
turn -around has agreed fo recog- Wynberg and Tulisa Park depots for democratic, non-racial trade
- nise the National Automobile It also agreed to take back the Unions,
’ and Allied Workers Union and to three union leaders who were

take back three key union fired by the company under the Welcoming the outcome of
activists guise of retrenchment the Rome meeting. NAAWU
This Johannesburg-hased mot- The company also told the general secretary, Fred Sauls
or firm was facing charges in meeting that it was not against said it was clear that the only
the industrial court of victim- H."'l..-‘l_'l"!'l.-' and that it would not way to counter the power of
ising union members and of mterfere with any of the union’s multinational companies was
imposing a works committee actions at the Alfa plant at Brits to  develop close links with

on its workers. In turn the union agreed to inions woildwide,
The company’s change of withdraw its case againsi Alfa ‘These links will preveni

heari canie afler a meeting in NAAWL took the company to the companies om plaving
Rome, Italy. between manage- court after it had embarked on off workers in another coun-
ment representatives, NAAWLU what appeared to be a system- try against workers in South
the Tialinn Metsl Workers Fed- atic campaign to kill the union Africa on the pretext of creating

In papers before ithe court jobs and Improving the cond

eration amd the International _ ;
Metalworkers Federaiion Alfa had elagmed that  the itions of black workers.” he

At the meeting Alfa agreed union wai ilsell committing an added




