
ROMEO'S 
CHANGED 

HEART 

ALFA Romeo in an amazing 
turn around has agreed to recog­
nise the National Automobile 
and Allied Workers Union and to 
take back three key union 
activists. 

This Johannesburg-based mot* 
or f i rm was facing charges in 
the industrial court of victim­
ising union members and of 
imposing a works committee 
on its workers. 

The company's change of 
heart came afwr a meeting in 
Rome, Italy* between manage* 
men I representatives, NAAWU, 
the Italian Metal Workers Fed­
eration and the Internatiunal 
Metalworkers Federation. 

At the meeting Alfa agreed 

to recognise NAAWU at its 
Wynberg and Tulisa Park depots. 

It also agreed to take back the 
three union leaders who were 
fired by the company under the 
guise of retrenchment. 

The company also told the 
meeting that it was not against 
NAAWU and that it would not 
interfere with any of the union's 
actions at the Alfa plant at Brits. 

In turn the union agreed to 
withdraw its case against Alfa. 

NAAWU took the company to 
court after it had embarked on 
what appeared to be a system­
atic campaign to ki l l the union. 

In papers before the court. 
Alfa had claimed that the 
union waa itself committing an 

unfair labour practice by striving 
for democratic, non-racial trade 
unions. 

Welcoming the outcome of 
the Rome meeting, NAAWU 
general secretary, Fred Sauls 
said it was clear that the only 
way to counter the power of 
multinational companies was 
to develop close links with 
unions woildwjde. 

'These links will prevent 
the companies from playing 
off workers in another coun* 
try against workers in Sou th 
Africa on the pretext of creating 
jobs and improving the cond­
itions of black workers/ he 
added. 


