
ONLY J united working 
class can contain the power 
of the mighty multinational 
companies operating in 
South Africa and world­
wide says FOSA1U pres­
ident Chris DluminL 

Speaking a I the May Day 
rally organised by the Nat­
ional Automobile and All­
ied Workers Union held 
ncur Pretoria, Brother Dla-
mini said a worker by 
himself resembled 'a pawn 
in a game of chess'. 

'Why? Because lie does 
not have I he collective 
Strength of workers who 
together can force manage­
ment to give in lo their 
demands/ he said. 

M am convinced that we 
workers, must first be 
unionised and then we must 
forge unity amongst all 
workers in this country/ he 
added. 

Talking lo 
more than a 
thousand wor­
kers. Brother 
Ulamini said 
FOSATU had 
been establish* 
ed to bring 
about unity 
among work­
ers in South 
Africa. 

FOSATU hoped, he said, 
thai the recognition of 
common interest and the 
need for co-operation 
would eventually bring into 
being a trade union move­
ment which would have a 
clear and workable prog­
ramme of action. 

This movement would 
have to be controlled by its 
members and be solely 
based on class solidarity so 
us to avoid a workers* org-

HLANGANANI Basebenzi - singing workers at the May 
Day Rally. May Day is recognised worldwide as Workers' 
Day. 
anisation being hijacked by 
opportunistic mass move­
ments or political organ­
isations. 

Brother Dlamini said it 
was clear that workers were 
economically exploited by 
'the bosses' and therefore 
socially degraded. 

'If a man is only able to 
provide himself and his fam­
ily with the bare necessities 
of existence then that man 
and his family are living in 
poverty/ he said. 

He said the workers had 
helped create the riches of 
civilisation but were dep­
rived the fruits of i t 

Brother Dlamini said that 
since the birth of the 
independent trade union 
movement some changes in 
wages and working cond­

itions had been seen. 
But that had not been suf-

icienl to hold off the fierce 
attack being made on the 
South African working class 
by giant companies and 
multinationals. 

'Obviously this struggle 
can never be fought and 
won by individual unions, 
but only by a disciplined, 
non-racial, democratic 
worker movement/ he said. 

To end his speech. 
Brother Dlamini said that 
there could never be a total 
stop to the worker struggle 
in this country while there 
were industries still existing. 

'Forward with the worker 
organisations. Forward with 
the worker struggle. For­
ward with worker power/ 
he said. 


