
ers charge the Minister of Polie 
FORTY WORKERS pressed 
charges against the Minister of 
Police in the Boksbujg Magistrat
es* Court last month. 

The workers were arrested 
after stopping work at Rely Pre
cision Castings in May 1980 and 
claim they were assaulted by the 
police. 

Workers told the court that 
all 55 workers in their factory 
had been pushed into a police van 
which is designed to hold only 30 
people. 

When they reached the police 
station, they said^ they were taken 
out of the van one by one and 

were assaulted with 
truncheons and batons' 

assaulted with rubber truncheons 
and wooden batons-

Police hit them on the back of 
the hand, the knuckles, the 
elbows and the back of the legs, 
they said. 

Phineas Mycni told the court it 
seemed as if they were trying to 

hit all the joints. 

LEGAL AID 

The Metal and Allied Workers* 
Union (MAWU) immediately 
arranged legal and medical aid and 
provided the money to get the 
workers out on bail the next day. 

After discussions with MAWU 
the workers decided to lay charges 
agains the police. This proved to 
be more difficult than they 
expected. 

When they went to the police 
station to lay charges, the same 
policemen that they said assaulted 

them tuok their statements. 
One worker complained; "You 

don't go to ;t thiei to complain 
about robbery/* 

TIMES ARE CHANGING' 

The workers are suing the 
Minister of Police for RbOOOO 
Rl 500 each. As Rodney 
Mwambs, Transvaal branch 
secretary of MAWU. has said; 

°Wc want to show the police 
they cannot assault workers and 
get away with it. Times are chang
ing and wc intend to make them 
understand that." 


