WORKER NEWS

Federation of South African Trade Unions

WORKERS ai 8SA Fabrics were among the thousands who stopped work on February 11 to mourn Dr. Aggett™s death, The vast majority of them

were members of FOSATU unions.
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White workers

join stoppage
at VW,

AT the Vaolkswagen foclory in
Uitenhage, 7 000 workers stopped
work on February 11 1o mourn
Phe death of trade unicnisi Meil
Apzetl — the largest single stoge
prage in the country.

White waorkers  alse joined
Black and voloured members of
the  Natiomal  Adlomobile  aned
Allicd Workers” Union (NAAWL)
Ll half=hour stoppage.

Al Cudbury i Port Flirabeth,
sy seclin wanagers and pao-
ducthion  mumaegers joined  1he
commemoradive  serviee  held
duripe the stoppage. Al Plascon,
white  Toremen  did e same,

A all the Nactories o Che Mo
Flizabeth area which ook part in
the sloppage, workers observed o
three minute period of silence,
Tollowed by pravers and the sing.
ing of Mkosi Sikelel® JAFrica.

Thousands mourn for Neil

first national stoppage for
twenty years |

MANY thousands of workers all
over South Africa stopped work
for half an hour on February 11
to mourn the death of trade
unitonist Meil Agpeit who died in
detention.

It was the first national work
stoppage for nearly twenty vears
and the first in which workers
stopped work simultancously in
their factories and” did not just
stay away from work.

Meil Agpett, Transvaal organis-
er of the Afrcan FPood and Can-
ning Workers’ Union, was hanpged
while in detention in Jehn Vor-
ster  Sguare on February 5.

e had been in detention since
sNovember 27 last vear,

"WE WILL NEVER KNOW'

“We will probably never be
sure who was responsibie Tor his
death,” a lawyer closely connect-
ed with the case has said, “Bul
everyone agrees that he would still
be alive it he had not becn detain-
el

“The recent ad mission of three
other trade union detainees to
hospital alter twelve to filtesn
weeks of detention s clear
gvidence of the physical and
merntal pressures to which politic-
al detainees are subjected,”

As soon as the news of Meil
Apgett’s death was made known,
FOSATU unions began discussing
ways of responding Lo this situat-
iom,

UNION MEETINGS

In Durbar, the national exe-
cutives of the Matinnal Union of
Textile Workers (NUTW)i-and the
Chemical  Workers®  Industrial

Union {CWIU) supported ithe
principte of a stoppage during
their executive meelings on
February & und 7,

In Johannesbueg, the Metal and
Allied Workers' Union {(MAWU)
discussed similar acticon and over
the same weekend., the narional
execulive of FOSATU also pro-
posed the idea of a national stop-
P,

On Monday Februery ®, the
African Food and Canning Work-
ers’ Union, o which Neil Agpett
belonged, issued a1 call Tor a half
hour fong stoppage on Thursday
February 11, and all FOSATU
unjuns then supported this call

VAST MATORITY

[respite the short time avail-
ahle to organise the stoppage,

workers in FOSATU umions re-
sponded well, and the workers in
FOSATU organised factories who
stopped work on the Thursday
represented the vast majority of
the workers called owt by all
unions in 3outh Africa,

In most areas, workers only
had bitle more than a day’s warn-
ing and in places like Wadeville,
they were only informed aboul
the stoppage at o shop stewards’
council meeting the night before.

[espile Lhis short notice, all of
the Taclornes represented at ihe
council meeting  ohserved  the
period of mourning,

This even included workers

who were only newly recruited
and whose unions have ol yel

Aggett

been recognised by their employ-
ETS,

TRIBUTE

The way in which they consull-
ed fellow workers, approached
manuagement, and then organised
the sloppage in only three hours
the next morning is a tribute to
their determination and 1o their
factory floor orgunisation.

According  to  Joe o Foster,
FOSATU's leading role in the
stoppage should Kill the ides that
registration by & enion means that
il 15 conirolbled by the State.

As he has pointied out. (he vast
maority of workers that stopped
work were in factories organised
by FOSATU unjons, all of which
have been pranted  registration.

REGRETTABLE ATTACK

Workers and officials from se-
veral FOSATU unions also de-
seribe as repretiable the attacks
made by Jan Theron, general
secretary of the two Food and
Canning  Workers” Umions,  on
those unmions that had accepted
registralion.

Both attacks ook place afier
the unprecedented wnity of work-
ere displayed during the stoppage
and ut the funeral service for Neil
Argebl in Johannesbuggs.

"This was g time when we re-
af firmed our commidnent to the
sirpgple,” wid one CWIU shop
steward who attended the funerab.

S owas o L Lo express unity,
not division,”

Estcourt workers dodge reprisals

WORKERS at the NUTW Burhose
factory in Estcourl faced a diffi-
cult preblem when. they planned
their stoppage.

Eversince a strike in May 1981,
worker leaders had suffered victi
misation by the company, and
they expected dismissal if they
took 3 leading part in the stop-
page,

Workers therefore decided to
organist a stoppage in which no
leaders appeared,

Shartly before 11 a.m they all
started singing at their machines,
They then all stopped their ma-

chines and continued singing. At
| 1 they stopped singing and ob-
served g period of silence. Al the
end of the period of silence, Nkosi
Sikelel”  iAfrica, the national
anthem, was sung, after which the
workers resumed work,

Mo management reprisals have
vet been reported.

FOREMEN WORKED

Al Industex, a textile factory
in Matal, NUTW informed manage-
ment of their decision to observe
a period of silence. Soon after-
wards, the wnion received a call

from the production manager who
asked if five machines could be
worked by white foremen during
the period of mourning since
these machines required several
howrs to restart.

The union referred the pro-
blem (o the shop stewards who
discussed the matter and anthor-
ised  the foremen to work the
machines,

In the rest of the factory the
stoppage was thoroughly ohserved.

BOKSBURG

Management at Reefl Chemicals

in. Boksburg, agreed o the de-
mands of CWIU workers 1hal the
stoppage be held, bul said they

musl  obserwe it oulside the
factory gate.
When the workers left the

factory, the union’s 120 members
lifted up Aggett placards and
marched past several factories
before coming hack.

Workers waiting outside the
pass office burst into worker
songs as the procession passed.

Workers had refurned o (he
factory before any police appear-
ed on the scene,



