
Thousands of coal miners 
strike for the right to work 
HUNDREDS of thousands of 
British iiinere are fighting for 
their jobs. 120 out of Britain's 
174 coal mines have been closed 
by the mass walkout by mem­
bers of the National Union of 
Mineworkeis. 

Earlier this year the govern­
ment-owned National Coal 
Board announced that it plans 
to close 'unproductive* pits 
and trim 20 000 jobs of the 
180 000 jobs in the industry. 

Major bat t le 
For the past fifteen weeks the 

majority of miners have respond­
ed to their union's call for a 
nationwide strike in support of 
the miners' right to work. 

The strike has turned into a 
major battle between work­
ers and Britain's Conservative 
Government which since it has 
been in office has introduced 
anti union laws in an attempt 
to smash the giant British 
unions. 

The government's economic 
policies have also worsened 
Britain's high unemployment. 
Nearly four million people are 
out of work, 
i 

Violent clashes 
The strike has been marked by 

violent clashes between the 
police and miners1 pickers. 

And hundreds of miners, in­
cluding NUM's president, Arthur 
Scargill, have been arrested and 
charged with Interfering1 with 
the police. 

The striking miners are attem­
pting to persuade the other 
mines to join the stoppage and 
have also been trying to stop 
coal being delivered to the 

country's steel mills. 
NUM members have been trav­

elling across the country to join 
the picket lines 

Outside Orgreavc coking 
works, more than 7 000 miners 
recently set up a picket in a bid 
to stop 35 coal lorries taking 

coke to a nearby steel mill. 
Thousands of police, part of 

the special force that the govern­
ment has been flying around the 
country in search of the miners1 

pickets, charged repeatedly into 
the crowd. 

Unbelievable brutal i ty 
At the end of the day, 81 

strikers had been arrested and at 
least 110 people hurt. 

NUNfs Arthur Scargill said 
afterwards. There were scenes 
of brutality that were almost 
unbelievable! What you h ave 
now in South Yorkshire is an 
actual police state ' 

Recently, thousands of miners 
staged a march through Britain's 
capital city. London. 

The'war^ between the police 
and the miners continues but 
the British miners are determin­
ed to hold out until the govern­
ment realises that they have a 
right to their jobs, 

35-hour strike 
Meanwhile, in West Germany 

thousands of metal workers are 
on strike in support of their 
demand for a 35-hour week. 

The two million-strong IG 
Metal! says that the 35-houi 
week will create more jobs 
and therefore ease the unem­
ployment in Germany. 

About 58 000 metal workers 
are now on strike and the em­
ployers have locked-out a 
further 26 300 at 16 factories. 

The metal employers have at 
this stage have offered a gradual 
move towards a 38-hour week 
which the IG Metall has rejected 
as 'absolutely unacceptable*. Metal workers in Germany demonstrate for a 35-hour week. 
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