
Sales tax rise shows 
contempt for workers 
THE Minister o f Finance's decis­
ion to push up the General Sales 
Tax to 10 percent strongly 
reflects the government's cont­
empt for workers. 

This was said in a hard-hitting 
statement released by all the 
unions involved in the unity 
talks. 

The statement said that the 
list o f foodstuffs on which 
GST was eliminated 'is totally 
inadequate*. 

*Al the very least GST should 
have been taken o f f canned and 
certain processed foods/ it said. 

'The majority o f workers do 
not have refrigeration and have 
to spend a substantial part o f 
their wages on these foodstuffs.' 
it added. 

The statement said workers 
were not able to store fresh 

fruit, vegetables, meat or fish 
and so would gain l i t t le from the 
dropping of GST on these prod­
ucts 

The 10 percent GST will mean 
that workers wil l have to pay 
more for the food they eat. 

The statement also said that 
the GST rise would affect other 
household necessities bought by 
workers, like candles, soap, 
paraffin and clothing. 

Th is is absolutely unaccept­
able and wi l l strongly influence 
our attitudes in wage negotiat­
ions/ the unions said. 

'As workers have no represent­
ation in government, they wi l l 
have no choice but to recover 
these losses in wage negotiations 
and failing this through collect­
ive act ion/ the statement ended. 


