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Millions of workers turned 
into foreigners by new Act 
LAWS have always existed cov­
ering foreigners in South Africa 
— these laws control the entry 
and exit of foreigners and the 
permits that they need in order 
to work in this country. 

In April this year the govern* 
ment passed the Aliens and 
Immigration Laws Amendment 
Act which alters some of the 
laws covering foreigners. 

Although this Act has now 
been passed, a date has not 
yet been set for when the 
law will start to operate. 

The significance of these 
amendments must be seen in 
the light of the citizenship 
laws and the recent withdrawal 
of the Orderly Movement and 
Settlement of Black Persons 
Bill 

In terms of the citizenship 
laws all people who are born 
in one of the 'independent* 
bantustans, or who speak the 
language of that bantustan or 
are culturally or otherwise 
identified with any person who 
is part of the population of that 
bantustan. are citizens of that 
bantustan and are therefore 
foreigners in South Africa. 

The Orderly Movement Bill 
contained very harsh fines for 
people who were in the 'white* 
area without a permit or for 
people who employed permit* 
less workers-

After a massive outcry by the 
unions and uther pressure 
groups, the Bill was withdrawn 
but these same harsh penalties 
have now appeared as law in the 
amendments to the Aliens Act. 

There is a fine of R5 000 or 
two year's imprisonment for 
anyone employing or harbouring 
an illegal alien and a fine of 
RS0O for failing to produce on 
demand the necessary permit 
needed to enter South Africa, 

Thsre is no doubt that these 
new fines will apply to people 
from the independent* bantu­
stans. 

During the parliamentary deb­
ate on the new Act, the oppos­
ition party suggested several 
amendments which would then 
exclude people from the 'indep­
endent' bantustans from the 
Act. 

Not one of these was accept* 
ed. 

Since (hen the deputy Minister 
of Internal Affairs has said 
that an alien is an alien, no 
matter what his country of 
origin is. 

Since 1976, the South Afric­
an government has turned eight 
million people into foreigners by 
creating 'independent* bantu­
stans. 

In addition there are thous­
ands of black aliens from count* 
ries like Lesotho and Swaziland 
who were recruited by the gov­
ernment to come and work on 
the mines and farms - some of 
these have spent their lives work­
ing in this country 

If these workers had been 
white they would have been able 
lo acquire permanent residence 
and citizenship. 

But now these workers are no 
longer needed because of the 
high unemployment and the 
government has begun to push 
them back across the borders. 

The Aliens and Immigration 
Laws Amendment Act joins the 
many laws passed by this govern* 
ment to deprive millions of 
black people of their right to a 
South African citizenship. 


