
Death leads to 
safety campaign 

All workers a t Light Castings 
in the Transvaal have signed a 
p e t i t i o n demanding b e t t e r 
sa fe ty regu la t ions following 
the death a t the fac tory of 
Mandla Dlamini, an executive 
member of the Metal and Allied 
Workers' Union. His death was 
a gr ievious loss to the Union, 
and workers in h i s factory are 
determined to know why t h i s 
member had to d i e , and what 
s teps can be taken to improve 
safe ty condi t ions in the 
p l a n t . 
Brother Dlamini 's death oc-
cured pa r t l y because a safety 
gate was d e l i b e r a t e l y taken 
off by management to improve 
the speed of production on the 
machine. Because the gate was 
off, and the machine had been 
rewired to ensure t h a t i t 
could work without i t , i t was 
poss ib le t h a t a person could 
be ins ide the machine, and the 
machine could opera te . 
Workers a t Light Castings are 
determined t ha t such an a c c i ­
dent should not happen aga in . 
All workers have signed a 
p e t i t i o n , demanding the f o l l o ­
wing things from management: 

1 . t h a t a safety shop steward 
be appointed with the r i g h t 
to inspect any machine for 
lack of s a f e t y . This shop 
steward should a l so have 
the r i g h t to c a l l in any 
expert to a s s i s t him in 
making the factory s a f e . 

2 . shop stewards s h a l l have 
the r igh t to have a meeting 
with management to discuss 
any problems with safety in 
the p l a n t . 

Clearly its time for organised 
worker intervention in safety 
procedures at Light Castings. 


