
ABOUT 125 Metal and Allied 
Workers Union members a t 
Pinetown factory. Natal Die 
Casting, have been out on a le­
ga l s t r i k e for over t h r e e 
months. 

A union organiser said that 
for over two years the union 
has been struggling to get the 
company to seriously negotiate 
wages with it. 

Things came to a head at the 
end of the latest round of nego­
tiations when Natal Die Cast­
ings was only prepared to offer 
R29. 

After the workers had been 
on strike for a few days, Natal 
Die Casting sacked them all. 

When one of the workers 
went back to the factory to see 
what was happening, one of the 
directors said he would employ 
him if he resigned from the 
union. 

Some of the strikers have re­
ported that the company called 
in the S A F B Security Branch to 
assist them with their strike 
problems. The police even went 
to the union offices to find an 
organiser and while there ar­
rested one of the workers. 

Natal Die Casting has told 
the union that there are no 
more vacancies at the factory 
and that it is not interested in 
talking to MAWU anymore. It 
has hired scabs to replace the 
strikers. 

The strikers have been meek 
ing in the union offices every 
week to discuss the situation 
and to keep united. 

MAWU has declared a dis­
pute with the company and will 
be taking court action against 
it for its unfair actions. The 
union has also raised money to 
help support the strikers and 
has handed out food parcels. 


