
IN F e b r u a r y t h i s year an 
armed man was discovered by 
workers in a general meeting 
at Secunda. 

Workers were furious and at­
tacked him. During the attack 
he pulled out his loaded gun 
and aimed at shop stewards. 
The workers disarmed him and 
marched him to the platform. 

He then revealed himself as 
a policeman but could produce 
no identification. 

Workers refused to believe he 
was a policeman and demanded 
he be taken to the police station 
and t h a t a charge be laid 
against him. 

On arrival at the police sta­
tion, stewards and organisers 
were shouted at by policemen 
who accused them of stealing 
the gun. 

The police refused to listen to 
the complaint and arrested a 
shop steward. A second shop 
steward was arrested two days 
later. 

The shop s t ewards were 
charged with robbery and as­
sault. Later the robbery charge 
was dropped. 

The Chemical Workers In­
dustrial Union felt that the 
case must be strongly defended. 
Police and informers must be 
taught that they have no right 
to attend union meetings, the 
union said. 

After several court appear­
ances in Evander, the shop ste­
wards were acquitted on all 
charges. 


