
A HAUNTING voice singing 
' Z i t h u l e l e M a m a , N o m a 
sengifile ngiyobe ngifele lona, 
Izwe laki th i , Izwe leSouth 
Africa' (Don't cry Mama, even 
if I am dead, I would have died 
for my land, the land of South 
Africa) immediately strikes 
home the horrific reality of this 
country. 

Everyday people are being 
killed in the townships — close 
on 500 in the last 10 months. 
But, had the new FOSATU 
record just carried that song 
which is sung by the Simba 
Quix Choir, it would not have 
presented the whole picture. 

Workers in South Africa 
have begun to organise and in 
this there is hope, as the K 
Team from Kelloggs sings, 'But 
now we have a representative. 

It is FOSATU'. 
And the Durban bus drivers' 

choir sings, lWe call on you 
worke r s , U n i t e so we can 
conquer/ 

As FOSATU unions move 
into more factories and with 
each new struggle, new songs 
are being sung. 

Different music traditions 
have influenced these new 
worker songs. 

Some of the choirs like the 
Sizanani Bantu Transpor t 
Choir (the Lucky Stars) sing in 
the style of the Isicathamiya 
m u s i c o f t h e M b u b e 

competitions. 
These choirs consist of only 

men as the Mbube tradition 
started in the men's only hos­
tels in the cities. An important 
part of their performance is the 
intricate dance steps which 
they do while singing. 

Most of the popular songs 
sung in almost every FOSATU 
meeting use tunes from songs 
sung in church with the words 
changed. 

At the end of the FOSATU 
reco rd , w o r k e r s from the 
Braitex textile factory sing 
many of these songs. These 

songs were recorded during a 
lunchbreak at the factory. 

One of the most memorable 
of these is Thula Sizwe', which 
in one part of the song says, 
'FOSATU will fight for us, The 
freedom is ours, We shall get 
freedom, FOSATU is yours'. 

U n d e r t h e in f luence of 
church music, many choirs 
have sprung up in FOSATU 
factories which involve both 
men and women singers. Danc­
ing is also an important part of 
their performance but it is not 
the complex steps of Mbube but 
the bold, strident stamping of 

traditional tribal dancing. 
The Frame choir is one of 

these choirs which at las t 
year's Education Workshop im­
pressed people as much by their 
dancing as their singing. On 
the record they sing 'Can we 
please come together and build 
a union, The employers are 
m a k i n g U6 fight amongs t 
ourselves.' 

All in all, the record is a cele­
bration of the newly discovered 
power that South African work­
ers are beginning to feel — the 
power of an organised working 
class. 

The FOSATU record is avail­
able at R6 (and tapes at R5) 
from the un ion offices in 
G e r m i s t o n o r f rom t h e 
FOSATU Printing Unit, P O 
Box 18109, Dalbridge 4014. 


