forming. The picture is also confus-
ed by the exaggeration given by
the white press to the possibilities
open to these leaders. The white
press knows fully well of course that
it is to their advantage to misdirect
the attention of the blacks. The white
press knows only too well the limi-
tations of bantustan theory; that it is
a far cry from what the blacks want
but goes on fo build up the image
of Matanzima and Buthelezi in order
to harness them to the path they
have already chosen and to make
the non-analytic masses believe
that a great victory is just about to
be achieved. Also, by widely
publicising the pronouncements of
the bantustan leaders and attach-
ing extremely liberal connotations
to these pronouncements, the white
press has confused the outside
world to think that in South Africa not
only is there freedom of speech but
that the Bantustan leaders are
actively plotting for the ousting of
the white government without the
government taking any action.

Gatsha
Thus for white South Africa, it is
extremely important to have a man
like Buthelezi speaking and sound-
ing the way he is doing. It solves so
many conscience problems that
South Africa has been having for so
long. It has been said that the
combination of Buthelezi and the

white press make up the finest
ambassadors that South Africa
has ever had.

For me as a black person it is
extremely painful fo see a man who
could easily have been my leader
being so misused by the cruel and
exploitative white world. It becomes
so apparent that whatever one does
in the context of the bantustans is
likely to be exploited for self-
aggrandisement by the white world.
When you agree with the govern-
ment you are an exemplary native,
who sees value in being led by
whites. When you use bantustan
platforms to attack what you do not
like you epitomise the kind of mili-
tant black leader who in South
Africa is freely allowed to speak and
oppose the system. You exonerate
the country from the blame that it is
a police state. South African infor-
mation bureaux throughout the
world carry long coverages of acti-
vities and pronouncements by
bantustan leaders to highlight the
degree of open-mindedness and
tair play to be found in this country.

Tribes
No, black people must learn to
refuse to be pawns in a white man's’
game. This type of politics calls
upon us to provide our own initiative
and to act at out own pace and not

that created for us by the system. No
bantustan leader can tell me that
he is acting at his own initiative
when he enters the realms of bantu-
stan politics. At this stage of our
history we cannot have our struggle
being tribalised through the crea-
tion of Zulu, Xhosa and Tswana
politicians by the system.

These tribal cocoons called "home-
lands’’ are nothing else but sophisti-
cated concentration camps where
black people are allowed to "suffer
peacefully”. Black people must
constantly pressurise the bantustan
leaders to pull out of the political
cul-de-sac that has been created
for us by the system.

Above all, we black people should
all the time keep in mind that South
Africa is our country and that all of
it belongs to us. The arrogance that
makes white people travel all the
way from Holland to come and
balkanise our country and shift us
around has to be destroyed. Our
kindness has been misused and our
hospitality turned against us.
Whereas whites were mere guests fo
us on their arrival in this country,
they have now pushed us out fo @
13% corner of the land and are act-
ing as bad hosts in the rest of the
country. This we must put right.
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Black Souls in White Skins?

Basically the South African white

community is @ homogeneous com-

munity. It is @ community of people
who sit fo enjoy a privileged position
that they do not deserve, are aware
of this, and therefore spend their
time trying to justify why they are
doing so. Where differences in
political opinion exist, they are in
the process of trying to justify their
position of privilege and their usur-
pation of power,

With their theory of "'separate free-
doms for the various nations in the
multinational state of South Africa™
the Nationalists have gone a long
way towards giving most of white
South Africa some sort of moral
explanation for what is happening.
Everyone is quite content to point
out that these people — meaning
the blacks — will be free when they
are ready to run their own affairs in
their own areas. What more could
they possibly hope for?

Do-gooders
But these are not the people we are
concerned with. We are concerned
with that curious bunch of noncon-
formists who explain their participa-

of BC.

In this, the first article signed by ‘Frank Talk’ in August 1970, the role
of the mischievous fringe group known as the “white left" is
examined. Having established the starting point of BC (viz that only
the oppressed can liberate themselves),
article ["We Blacks” on page 27) to enunciate other basic principles

Steve proceeded in the next

tion in negative terms: that bunch of
do-gooders that goes under all sorts
of names — liberals, leftists, etec.
These are the people who argue
that they are not responsible for
white racism and the country's “'in-

humanity to the black man”. These
are the people who claim that they
too feel the oppression just as acute-
ly as the blacks and therefore
should be jointly involved in the

black man's struggle for a place
under the sun. In short, these are the
people who say that they have
black souls wrapped up in white
skins.

The role of the white liberal in the
black man's history in South Africa
is a curious one. Very few black
organisations were not under white
direction. True to their image, the
white liberals always knew what was
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good for the blacks and told them
so. The wonder of it all is that the
black people have believed in
them for so long. It was only at the
end of the 50s that the blacks started
to be their own guardians.

Bilateral

Nowhere is the arrogance of the
liberal ideclogy demonsirated so
well as in their insistence that the
problems of the country can only be
solved by a bilateral approach in-
volving both black and white. This
has, by and large, come to be taken
in all seriousness as the modus
operandi in South Africa by all those
whao claim they would like a change
in the stafus guo. Hence the
multiracial political organisations
and parties and the “nonracial” stu-
dent organisations, all of which in-
sist on integration not only as an end
goal but also as a means.



The integration they talk about is first
of all artificial in that it is a response
to conscious manoeuvre rather than
to the dictates of the inner soul. In
other words the people forming the
integrated complex have been ex-
tracted from wvarious segregated
societies with their in-buit com-
plexes of superiority and inferiority
and these continue to manifest
themselves even in the “nonracial”
set-up of the integrated complex. As
a result the integration so achieved
is a one-way course, with the whites
doing all the talking and the blacks
the listening. Let me hasten to say
that | am not claiming that segrego-
tion is necessarily the natural order;
however, given the facts of the situa-
tion where a group experiences
privilege at the expense of others,
then it becomes obvious that a
hastily arranged integration cannot
be the solution to the problem. It is
rather like expecting the slave to
work fogether with the slave-master’'s
son to remove all the conditions
leading to the former's enslave-
ment.

Secondly, this type of integration as
a means is almost always unproduc-
tive. The participants waste lots of
time in an internal sort of mud-
slinging designed to prove that A is
more of a liberal than B. In other
words the lack of common ground
for solid identification is all the time
manifested in internal strifes inside
the group.

It will not sound anachronistic to
anybody genuinely interested in
real integration to learn that blacks
are asserting themselves in a society
where they are being treated as
perpetual under-16s. One does not
need to plan for or actively en-
courage real integration. Once the
various groups within a given com-
munity have asserted themselves to
the point that mutual respect has to
be shown then you have the ingre-
dients for a true and meaningful in-
tegration. At the heart of true integ-
ration is the provision for each man,
each group to rise and attain the
envisioned self. Each group must be
able to attain its style of existence
without encroaching on or being
thwarted by another. Out of this
mutual respect for each other and
complete freedom of self-deter-
mination there will obviously arise a
genuine fusion of the life-styles of the
various groups. This is true integ-
ration.

Grass-roots
From this it becomes clear that as
long as blacks are suffering from in-
feriority complex — a result of 300
years of deliberate oppression,
denigration and derision — they will
be useless as co-architects of a nor-
mal society where man is nothing
else but man for his own sake.

Hence what is necessary as a
prelude to anything else that may
come is a very strong grass-roots
build up of black consciousness
such that blacks can learn to assert
themselves and stake their rightful
claim.

Thus in adopting the line of a non-
racial approach, the liberals are
playing their old game. They are
claiming a "monopely on intelli-
gence and moral judgement” and
setting the pattern and pace for the
realisation of the black man's
aspirations. They want to remain in
good books with both the black and
white worlds. They want to shy away
from all forms of "extremisms’’, con-
demning “white supremacy’ as be-
ing just as bad as "Black Power!"
They wvacillate between the two
worlds, verbalising all the com-
plaints of the blacks beautifully
while skilfully extracting what suifs
them from the exclusive pool of
white privileges. But ask them for a
moment to give a concrete
meaningful programme that they in-
tend adopting, then you will see on
whose side they really are. Their pro-
tests are directed at and appeal to
white conscience, everything they
do is directed at finally convincing
the white electorate that the black
man is also a man and that at some
future date he should be given a
place at the white man’s table.

Irrelevant

The myth of integration as pro-
pounded under the banner of
liberal ideology must be cracked
and killed because it makes people
believe that something is being
done when in actual fact the arti-
ficial integrated circles are a
soporific on the blacks and provide
a vague satisfaction for the guilt-
stricken whites. It works on a false
premise that because it is difficult to
bring people from different races
together in this country, therefore
achievement of this is in itself a step
forward towards the total liberation
of the blacks. Nothing could be
more irrelevant and therefore mis-
leading. Those who believe in it are
living in a fool's paradise.

First the black-white circles are
almost always a creation of white
liberals. As a testimony to their claim

ity Wil
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of complete identification with the
blacks, they call a few “intelligent
and articulate” blacks to “‘come
around for tea at home", where all
present ask each other the same old
hackneyed question “"how can we
bring about change in South
Africa?" The more such teg-parties
one calls the more of a liberal he is
and the freer he shall feel from the
guilt that harnesses and binds his
conscience. Hence he moves
around his white circles — whites-
only hotels, beaches, restaurants
and cinemas — with a lighter load,
feeling that he is not like the rest of
the others. Yet at the back of his
mind is a constant reminder that he
is quite comfortable as things stand
and therefore should not bother
about change. Although he does
not vote for the Nats (now that they
are in the majority anyway), he feels
quite secure under the protection
offered by the Nats and subcon-
sciously shuns the idea of a change.
This is what demarcates the liberal
from the black world. The liberals
view the oppression of blacks as a
problem that has to be solved, an
eye sore spoiling an otherwise
beautiful view. From time to time the
liberals make themselves forget
about the problem or take their eyes
off the eyesore. On the other hand,
in oppression the blacks are ex-
periencing a situation from which
they are unable to escape at any
given moment. Theirs is a struggle to
get out of the situation and not
merely to solve a peripheral pro-
blem as in the case of the liberals.
This is why blacks speak with a
greater sense of urgency than
whites.

Guilt
A game at which the liberals have
become masters is that of deli-
berate evasiveness. The question
often comes up “what can | do?" If
you ask him to do something like
stopping to use segregated facilities
or dropping out of varsity to work at
menial jobs like all blacks or defy-
ing and denouncing all provisions
that make him privileged, you
always get the answer — “"but that’s
unrealistic!”. While this may be true,
it only serves to illustrate the fact that
no matter what a white man does,
the colour of his skin — his passport
to privilege — will always put him

-
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miles ahead of the black man. Thus
in the ultimate analysis no white per-
son can escape being part of the
oppressor camp.

“There exists among men, because
they are men, a solidarity through
which each shares responsibility for
every Injustice and every wrong
committed in the world, and
especially for crimes that are com-
mitted in his presence or of which he
cannot be ignorant.”

This description of “"metaphysical
guilt” explains adequately that
white racism "is only possible
because whites are indifferent to suf-
tering and patient with cruelty”
meted out to the black man. Instead
of invelving themselves in an all-out
attempt to stamp out racism from
their white society, liberals waste lots
of time trying to prove to as many
blacks as they can find that they are
liberal. This arises out of the false
belief that we are faced with a
black problem. There is nothing the
matter with blacks. The problem is
WHITE RACISM and it rests square-
ly on the laps of the white society.
The sooner the liberals realise this
the better for us blacks. Their
presence amongst us is irksome and
of nuisance value. It removes the
focus of attention from essentials
and shifts it to ill-defined
philosophical concepts that are
both irrelevant to the black man
and merely a red herring across the
track. White liberals must leave
blacks to take care of their own
business while they concern
themselves with the real evil in our
society — white racism.

Non-whites

Secondly, the black-white mixed
circles are static circles with neither
direction nor programme. The same
questions are asked and the same
naiveté exhibited in answering
them. The real concern of the group
is to keep the group going rather
than being useful. In this sort of set-
up one sees a perfect example of
what oppression has done to the
blacks. They have been made to
feel inferior for so long that for them
it is comforting to drink teq, wine or
beer with whites who seem fo treat
them as equals. This serves to boost
up their own ego to the extent of
making them feel slightly superior to
those blacks who do not get similar
freatment from whites. These are the
sort of non-whites who are a danger
to the community.

Instead of directing themselves at
their black brothers and looking at
their common problems from a
common platform they choose to
sing out their lamentations to an
apparently sympathetic audience
that has become proficient in say-
ing the chorus of “shamel”. These
dull-witted, self-centred non-whites
are in the ullimate analysis as guil-
ty of the arrest of progress as their

white friends for it is from such
groups that the theory of gradualism
emanates and this is what keeps the
blacks confused and always hoping
that one day God will step down
from heaven o solve their problems.
It is people from such groups who
keep on scanning the papers daily
to detect any sign of change they
patiently await without working for.
When Helen Suzman's majority is in-
creased by a couple of thousands,
this is regarded as a major
milestone in the ‘“inevitable
change”. Nobody looks at the other
side of the coin — the large-scale
removals of Africans from the urban
areas or the impending zoning of
places like Grey Street in Durban
and a myriad of other manifesta-
tions of change for the worse.

Settler
Does this mean that | am against
integration? If by infegration you
understand a breakthrough into
white society by blacks, an assimila-
tion and acceptance of blacks into
an already established set of norms
and code of behaviour set up by
and maintained by whites, then YES
| am against it. | am against the
superior-inferior white-black strati-
fication that makes the white a
perpetual teacher and the black a
perpetual pupil (and a poor one at
that). | am against the intellectual
arrogance of white people that
makes them believe that white
leadership is a sine qua non in this
country and that whites are the
divinely appointed pace-setters in
progress. | am against the fact that
a settler minority should impose an
entire system of values on an

indigenous people.

If on the other hand by integration
you mean there shall be free partici-
pation by all members of a society,
catering for the full expression of the
self in a freely changing society as
determined by the will of the
people, then | am with you. For one
cannot escape the fact that the
culture shared by the majority
group In any given society must
ultimately determine the broad
direction taken by the joint culture
of that society. This need not cramp
the style of those who feel different-
ly but on the whole, a country in
Africa, in which the maijority of the
people are African must inevitably
exhibit African values and be truly
African in style.

Racism
What of the claim that the blacks
are becoming racists? This is a
favourite pastime of frustrated
liberals who feel their trusteeship
ground being washed off from
under their feet. These self-
appointed trustees of black interests
boast of years of experience in their
fight for the ‘rights of the blacks'.
They have been doing things for
blacks, on behalf of blacks, and
because of blacks. When the blacks
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announce that the time has come
for them to do things for themselves
and all by themselves all white
liberals shout blue murder!

“Hey, you can't do that. You're be-
ing a racist. You are falling into their
trap.”

Apparently it's alright with the
liberals as long as you remain
caught by fheir trap.

Those who know, define racism as
discrimination by a group against
another for the purposes of subjuga-
tion or maintaining subjugation. In
other words one cannot be a racist
unless he has the power to sub-
jugate. What blacks are doing is
merely to respond to a situation in
which they find themselves the
objects of white racismm. We are in
the position in which we are
because of our skin. We are collec-
tively segregated against — what
con be more logical than for us to
respond as a group? When workers
come together under the auspices
of a trade union to sirive for the
betterment of their conditions,
nobody expresses surprise in the
Western World. It is the done thing.
Nobody accuses them of separatist
fendencies. Teachers fight their
battles, garbagemen do the same,
nobody acts as a frustee for another.
Somehow, however, when blacks
want to do their thing the liberal
establishment seems to detect an
anomaly. This is in fact a counter-
anomaly. The anomaly was there in
the first instance when the liberals
were presumptuous enough to think
that it behoved them to fight the
battle for the blacks.

The liberal must understand that the
days of the Noble Savage are gone;
that the blacks do not need a go-
between in this strur?gle for their own
emancipation. No true liberal
should feel any resentment at the
growth of black conscicusness.
Rather, all true liberals should
realise that the place for their fight
for justice is within their white
society. The liberals must realise that
they themselves are oppressed if
they are frue liberals and therefore
they must fight for their own freedom
and not that of the nebulous “they”
with whom they can hardly claim
identification. The liberal must apply
himself with absolute dedication to
the idea of educating his white
brothers that the history of the coun-
try may have 1o be rewritten at some
stage and that we may live in "a
country where colour will not serve
to put @ man in a box". The blacks
have heard enough of this. In other
words, the liberal must serve as a
lubricating material so that as we
change the gears in frying o find a
better direction for South Africa,
there should be no grinding noises
of metal against metal but a free
and easy flowing movement which
will be characteristic of a well-
locked-after vehicle,
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