5TH NATIONAL CONGRESS

The Fifth National Congress of AZAPO
at Retreat, Cape Town on Mond
17 and Tuesday 18 December 1
saw content being given to the
theme “"Resist, Defend, Advance”
and a clear commitment being
made towards systeratically deve-
loping the infrastructure for a socia-
list Azania.

Theme

The outgoing President, Comrade
Lybon Tiyani Mabasa, remarked in
his State of the Nation Address:
“There is no doubt in our minds that
this goverment is under the grip of
fear and what we are watching and
experiencing is its final stages of
disintegration and we are more than
ever convinced that the future of this
country definitely lies in the hands of
the exploited. oppressed and

dispossessed.”

Mabasa clarified the 1985 theme by
adding: "We have chosen and fol-
lowed a revolutionary path. Today
our battle-cry is resist all efforts of the
status quo, defend and aadvance
the Cause of the people and the
Revolution. Our struggle should
ceqse to be passive and reactive. ...
Our clear understanding of the for-
ces in constant action and interac-
tion in our society will lead us to
understand the role we have to play
inour society to brlng about cha

We have to undersiand nﬁ
Revolution . . . requires the escala-
Iunnldcrrmnd:unﬂuﬂom,

by stage, in the conflict with
enemy, ulilizing the whip of the
counter-revolution o the con-
flict and o drive the Revolution for-
ward, without stopping at the most
exireme aclions required fo win.

", ...One also needs to point out that
as much as the Revolution has to
have a life and beat of its own it
cannot be merely left to chance. As
much as spontaneous eruptions are
both essential ond necessary in that
no Revolution is successful without
them, it is our duty as leaders and
members of the Moverment to give
decisive leadership, using what-
ever agitation and propaganda !

available to us to organise the
struggle and to create the momen-
tum of a continuous offensive to-
wards Revolutionary objectives. Over

the years there have been
neous and these will con-
inun. while the Counter-Revolution

r:? its method of con-
iulnmuﬂlu repression. This con-
tainment and repression should be
vigilantly resisted by the forces of

" . We have to wilfully subject oursel-
ves for the sake of the struggle, to
vigorous tests of self-criticissn and

self-assessment . . . We should move
beyond our own rhetoric into prac-
tical revolutionary action. . . . no stra-
tegy should be too old and pure to
be reassessed. The older the strategy
and tactics are without any concei-
vable and visible success, the more
the need for total and complete
reqssessment . ..

“...As a Movement...we have said
all that needs o be said for the
movement. Our theoretical position
is quite clear and what we need fo
do is get down and work.

.. . Unless we actively exercise our
right to self-defence our communi-
ties are going to tum into police gar-
risons and cemetaries. We can no
longer afford to stand and watch as
the ‘tears go by’ . . . We will have to
go out of our way to defend the
gains made in the course of our
struggle, and to preserve and de-
f the principles of Black Cons-
ciousness displayed by the masses in
action.”

Programme

This State of the Nation Address set
the tone fora Congress which did not
perpetuate the realms of rhetoric
and the old rearguard battles to
define the nuances of the BC ideo-
logy. Delegates analysed the stra-
tegies of work st . stayaways
and boycofts and the decisions of
Congress in this regard are encapsu-
lated in the Position Stoement issued
by the Central Committee.

The direction and thrust of Congress
was to provide the basis for a Pro-
gramme of Action which would see
directed action and the ushering in
of a Worker's Republic of Azania.

Congress resolved to:
* Adopt a reuamped version of
the education policy;
* Pay close attention to the Edu-
cation Crisis and to call a Natio-
nal Seminar on Education over
the Easter week-end;

il

Mathews Phosa, Head of Legal
Secrefariate of AZAPO,
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* Further the efforts towards stren-
thening AZAPO'S women's wung
and actively assisti

rammes of ELACI{%MEN UNITE

BWU):
« Creat a National Youth Organi-
zation on the principles of
. F'Iad?e total support l‘ortheﬁnh-

osis campaign launched

by the BLACK ALLIED MINING AND
CONSTRUCTION WORKERS UNION
(BAMCWU);
* Lounch a co-ordinated cam-
paign against the celebration of
Golden Jubilee of Johannessburg
in 1984&;
. Daﬁ‘frf:w the myth that the strug-
gle is only inst Apartheid and
to achieve civil and human nghts;
» Form Detainees Concem Com-
mitees,
» Enact the therme "Resist, Defend,
Advance.”

Constitution

Constitutional amendments inclu-
ded the cleaning-up of excess ver-
bioge in the Constitution.

Significant amendments include:
* The duties of the National Vice
Presidents will be determined an-
nually by Congress. Congress resol-
ved to elect a Cape and a Trans-
vaal Vice-President whose duties
shall be:

Secretariate

=]

Sefako Myaka, Secrefary for Uban
and Rural Development



(a) To direct and co-ordinate all
activities of the ization in the
Cape and the Transvoal respec-

fively.

{b) To be responsible for conve-
ning and presiding over intemegic-

nul rr-a-aﬁngﬁ mihg{'.':menndrha

e ar duties as

directed by the National Council or
the Central Committes.

A Vice-President (Finance) was also
elected whose are:
a) To initiate and co-ordinate
nad-aising projects;
(b) Tomonitor financial records of
branches, regions and secretaria-
tes and to ensure that funds are
despatched to the Secretary-
General,

The Vice-President (Political Edu-
cation) whose duties ane:
(a) Toensure the development of
the BC ideology:
(b) To implement and monitor
orientation programmes and lea-
darshlp Trr:nmng schools for

8:} To constantly update the
rganization on developments

both nationally and intemationally.

» Branch executive committes must
now include branch organisers.

+ Diciplinary powers of all formations
are stnctly by AZAPO'S Code
of Conduct.

1985 Ceniral Commifiee

The new Central Committee elected
at reveqals how strongly the
convention that nobody should serve
on a post for more than two terms is
obsenved.

This convention has developed out of
the principle of collective leadership.

The New Cenfral Committee is
President Ishmael Mkhabela (Soweto);
President Reverend Joe Secka
( ). Vice President (Transvaal)
Ntjoomu Habedi (Soweto) Vice Pre-
sident {(Cape) Phambili ka Ntlioko
(Queenstown); Vice President (Politi-
cal Education) Geonge Wauchope
(Soweto) Vice President (Finance)
Mandla Seleocane (Cape Town):
Secretary General Mbuyiseli Mahlati

mhuge] National Organizer
Sehume (Atredgeville); Publi-
cwmlmmhﬂm(ml
Projects Co-Ordincator Haroun Patel
(Lenasia)

The CentralCommittea has appointed
the following secretariate-heads:
Labour - Thabo Ndabeni

Health - Abu Asvat

Legal Affairs - Matthew Phosa

Urban & Rural Development - Sefako
MNyaka

Womens Affairs - Thembi Mbobo
Religious Affairs - Mamabolo Rapesu
Youth - Kehla Mthembu,

Education - Lybon Tiyani Mabasa
Culture - Mandia Mosweni

Frank Talk is of the view that the
rmanner of conducting the Fifth hlnuh&
nal Congress shom:g

vance over previous
ses. We would like tourge nllm

of AZAPO to resistthe machinations of
seftier colonialism and its apologists, to
defend the revolutionary gains made
in the liberation struggle and to
advancetowards anan ist, socia-
list, worker Republic of Azania

POSITION STATEMENT ON WORK STOPPAGES, STAYAWAYS & BOYCOTTS ISSUED BY THE
CENTRAL COMMITTEE OF THE AZANIAN PEOPLE'S ORGANIZATION AS AT 85-02-02

Following a thorough overview
and reflection on the political/idec-
logical development and the
immediate- and long-term tasks of
the Black working class and its revo-
lutionary organisations, the Central
Committee of the AZANIAN PEOPLE'S
ORGANISATION (AZAPQO) unani-
mously decided to declare that the
toilling and oppressed masses shall
use all revolutionary and progressive
strategies and factics within the
grasp in order to abolish the count-
iy's systemn of social degradation,
economic exploitation and palitical
oppression of Black people.

In order to sow confusion among our
ranks by propagating policies and
slogans incompatible with the line of
the national liberation struggle. the
systern has through its agents fan-
ned the flames of hystena, enmity
and hoshility among the ranks of the
oppressed and the exploited. This
propaganda onslaught against the
anti-capitalist and anti-imperialist
forces represented by 15 NOt-
hing but an extension of the psycho-
logical propaganda war-machine
championed by the SABC, the
enemy media and the intemal and
ulzl-.:;‘r&amul allies of murderous impena-
is

The Central Committee believes that
in the struggle for the repossession of
land and a society devoid of every
kind of inequality, exploitation and
discrimination only a united, politici-
zed and organized people with their
consolidated, galvanized power can
break the chains of slavery and op-
pression.

AZAPC believes that any form of
struggle should raise the revolutio-
nary potential of struggle and that it

should be consistent with both the
short-term and long-term goals of
the national liberation movement.

AZAPO considers that the tactics of
work stoppages, stayaways and
boycotts are tried and tested
methods in the liberation struggle.
and have every potential to en-
hance the struggle.

Realizing the ruthless oppression and
super-exploitation of the Black work-
ing class, AZAPO regards it as axio-

matic that Asinamali (we have no
rmoney ) and Azikhwehlwa(we will not
ride) inform the tore of most boy-
cofts, stayaways and work stop-
pages in racist South Africa.

While conscious of the possible
benefits of work é;mppu;?es. stay-
aways and boycotts and their con-
fribution to the experience of the
Black workers in united mass action,
AZAPO takes into account that any
method of struggle employed care-
lessly can be perverted and made to
deflect the Revolution into channels
of disaster.

As a liberation movement, AZAPO
has a duty to analyze all mass
actions of the oppressed and exploi-
ted and use the rich lessons which
may be gleaned therefrom to ad-
vance the revolutionary effort to
qualitatively greater heights.

AZAPO is of the view that work stop-
pages, boycotts and stayaways are
only to be employed after carefully
scrutinizing the material conditions.
Thase conditions include:

%1; the resources of the people,
2) a thorough assessment of the
short- and the long-term goals,

(3) consultation with the
comrmunity,

(4) how the tactic links up with
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the overall struggle for national
liberation.

In embarking upon these tactics, the
following must be articulated:

a) the target,

b) the method,

c ) the duration,

d) the con

e) clear and achievable goals
and demands.

It was with this in the back of our

minds that the following resolution

was adopted in December, 1984:
That this Fifth National Congress
of AZAPO held in Retreat, Cape
Town;
Realizing and acknowledging
that boycotts, strikes and stay-
aways constitute some of the nec-
essary and essential weapons in
the struggle of our people;
Also realizing the need for a con-
certed and sustained effort in pur-
suance of the goals and princi-

ples of our struggle as contained
in the Manifesto of the Azanian
People;

And further realizing the effects
and potential of such collective
efforts to effect the achievement
of One Azania, One Nation.

Therefore resolves:

To reaffirm and commit oursalves
to the defence and prosecution
of the Black working class struggle;
To continue to give direction and
sustenance fo our people and
their legitimate organisations in
enhancing the revolutionary
potential of the oppressed and
the exploited;

To maximize the full participation
of all sectors of the Black commu-
nity. after thorough consultation,
investigation canvassing in
pursuit of these goals.



