
CHEAP, BLACK LABOUR FUELS ECONOMY

O N STRIKE: BII'Ck workers o n .trike u... t h..lr ..conomic muscl .. al...
to ..xpress d issa t isfaction wllh the ir denia l o f rig h ts and e re becoming
a wa'" olth..lr collectlv.. s tre nglh to d..ma nd ch..nge.

Any Ideology has to come from
the expe. i,mces 01 the people and
the kind of oppression they und" .go
We find o u.w l" es In " capitalist
soc i<>ty today . But jl i. " ca p ita list
sod e ly wilh a rocisl twisl TI>.. Over·
whelming majo<ity 01 black pomple In
Soulh Afr ica are reduced 1o lo<IO,k....,
irrespecllve of whether Or nol they
would like to enle' Ihe ."nks of ih..
cap,ldllsl clas.

Capitalism thus ..ssum... a novel
cha'Mle, with the d istinction 001­
we.,n the haves and Ih.. have ·nots
being colou r. The working clas . is
splil in to a privileged while working
cia.. o r labou ,istocracy an d an ex-
tremely opp sed black wo,king
cia.. , Th is .t"tutory protela ,;an i$<' ­
lion of th.. black man in gene,a l is
well summed up by the past na ­
tionalist minister who said that ''It,,,,,~

is no " ..lion In Iif.. f01 Ih.. Mnl u
beyond th~l of alabou...r~ .

WIll>In tl>.. body polilic w" ag..in
find Ill..1 tll.. d ..m..,cat lng lin.. bet-
w n Ihose who wield powe, ..nd
Illo who do not is <olou' . Ag~in it
is tll.. black m..n 1" 1>0 i' d i...nf.an­
chi...d

Sod ..ll y th.. sam.. ,l ~t u to'y pro­
llib,lio n, ..pply . II i' bl..ck, who ..,e
glleltoi...d. ~ck, wllo ..re forcibly
' ..moved . black, who ..' .. fed guller
educ ation and black, wllo h..v..
"'I"',..le and unequal ..m..nilies ,

We c..n Illu, say Illat Bl..ck, a . ..
pohtically, economically and socIally
discrlmln..led ..g..in,1 ..nd ..' .. fo'ced
to occupy lhe IoWeSI .ungs o f th is
sociely ,

These "'" the male.lal co nd llio ns
exisling in society loday and any
ideo log y that does no t lake
cognisa nc.. of tl>i' i••I..rting hom Ih..
basis of lllSloric ..1f..lI..cy. BI..ck co n­
sclou.ne.. eme,ged hom Ihe boiling
point of Ihis sociely and the ex ·
pe.ience o f the mosl o pp 'e....d
S"jjmenlO of this soclely , It eme.ged
from Ih.. pain o f ou' deg,ad"lion . tll..
sh ..me of Our plight ..nd Ihe
visioll of au' ,estoralion to the rank,
of fr..e ..nd proud people of th IS
""rth

T..king Into accounl ..UIl>ese fac ­
to ,s. Ill.. futu.e society 1"" envis..ge is
One in whlcll Ihe'e will be no
d iscrimin..lIon o n Ihe ba.i. of colo u.:
where Ihe'e will be no economic ex­
p loit..lion o n tlle ba.ls of cI....; where
Ih.. w....lth of the nation is equ..lly
d isl' ibuted among ..II lle' people
Educ..tlon sllall be ent'enched in l..w
..nd the leade rs o f the people .h..1l be

of Ih.. people . elect..d by Ihe people
to serv.. the peo-,)Ie .

It sllould be o bviouS Ill..1 o nly tlle
oppre....d a,e ~apable of bringing
about the n..ce·.sary Ir..n.fOfmalio n
In ..ny soc iety , '--fow..v.., th i. does
nOI occ ur of Us o wn accord , 11 h ...
been said Ih..t a people can o nly be
opp,..ssed to the extent they ..lIow
Ih..mselve. 10 be opP'essed. S uch a
I, ul. m Implies Ih..t .. nationa l con­
sciousne.. ha. to be acllvated .

Proceed ing fro m the premise that
In our vasl nu ,.' ''''' ' is ou' .Irenglh
1".. h..ve 10 h.." ,,,.. Ih..t .I,..nglh 10
th.. be. t ..fleet ,

II is the eU "lQmy tllal is Il> e
b..ckbone of a 'y sociely ..nd Ih"
economy of th ;s co un try is ba...d o n
abunda", and d,eap black I..bour II
follows lh ..1 the bl..ck working cI.... is
the p ivot around whicll th.. liberal lo n
mo""men t revolve•.

The Bl ..ck wo. k", possess im _
mense ..conomlc pow.., but a . yel he
I>a. not .eali ...<I his full potential and
is nOl ..bl.. to ...e,else his eco nomic
strength on a c<ordin"led ba . l•. Our
focus i. o n acc~I..,allng realisation of
thiS pot ..ntial. ")f making him "W"re
that h .. ho ld ; .. pow..r witl> o ut
p..rall..1 in tl> i. co unt,y. W" h..v.. to
..mpha";... th.. ~hlical content of Ih"
labou' Slr uggl" . of m..king Ih.. . I, ug ·
ate of the wo,~e, lh" st,uggle o f Ihe
community, l :,e work.., and the
poli tical o' g..nl, at,on have 10 be<:ome
o ne ..nd indivi·.,bl.. .

W.. h.."" to ·..OI k lo w..,ds Ih.. ob ·
jecllv.. of Ihe wo,k".. joining th..
political organl-;atlon in e"'" inc, e..s ·

•••

ing numbe.. and th.. po litic ..1
org..niSiltion being .....dy . willing ..nd
..ble to lackle quesllo n. oj I..bou, and
nUfluring Ih.. asc«ndency "f wo,ker
I..adership ,

It is perhaps fo, runal.. Ihar f am
. peaking in a ,ural .., ..a be<:"use th is
i, whe, .. th.. ma jor ity of worhrs a.e
,ec. uII..d ho m , Ru, ..1 ........ hav..
been m..'hd " S va.t l..bo or
, ...... v and are the gran drie. of Ih"
country. Ev..ry hber..lio n mov..m..nr
In Sou th Ahlca h... be«o gUilly of ig.
noring Ihe workers In Ihe ru,..1are..s
..nd we m"st ensu,.. lhal AZAPO
d""s not pe' p"tu ..t.. this en or ,

We may ..dd th"'t stud..nts h ..ve a
role 10 pl" y in th.. libe,..lio n . t'.jggl.. ,
Fitotly th..y possess certain skills
which c..n be otilised for the fu, '
th",aoc.. o f Ou, .1r uggl.. /lnd second­
ly th..y lend to have an Inc,ed,ble
..mount o f I",.. rim.. Sl ud..nl s ~an

th". pl..y ~n aclivist role in Ih.. com _
munily , But ..I Ihi. point .. no t.. o f
C"ulion m usl be sounded: bec ..use
stude nts posse.. cert..in spedali",d
skills , rh..y C.. n be ...d uc..d into ..
comfortable ..ccommodation wilhin
th.. syst..m The,elo, .. student . hav..
to make an active and ..oth.. ol,c
commitm..nl ro th.. li""'ation srrug '
gl... Vigil..nce has to be thei' wat­
chword ..nd th..y h..v.. 10 be..r in
mind that Ih..y .., .. p"f1 o f Ihe black
communiry belore rh..y .., .. students

AZAPO commits ilself 10 Ih..
Ilbe,ation o f black peopl.. un de, Ih..
activ.. I..adersh ip of tlle black work·
ing cia....nd th.. guid ing phllo""ph y
of bl""k con""lousn.."
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