SCHOOLS

Scholars discover that
exploring the past
helps to build future

By MELODY EMMETT
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The intensive rural history workshop which
emerged was a compound created in the heat
of these valuable confrontations. Held eardy in
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democratic process in that working teams we e
made up of both urban and rural Standard 9
pupils and each participant needed to be hsand
for the programme to achieve its full effect

The 40 participants inc luded 20 scholars from
English-language government schools in Johan
nesburg, 10 from 5t Mark's College in lane
Furse, Lebowa, and 10 scholars who ane study
ing out of school hours with the Thushanang
Study Project in lane Furse

For the lohannesburg group, the workshop
began with the trip to the Lobethal Conferencs
Centre. They were accompanied by student
tacilitators, most of whom are from lane Furse

bt are now studyving under Leslie Wite at
Khanya Coliege, a pre-unnersily college wath
campuses in lohannesburg and Cape Town. A
detalesd commentary had been prepared by
the Khanva College students. the central themse
beang the issue of land The eftects of Johan
mesbrg s meming revolulion on rutal areas, the
homeland policy and the resstance to land dis
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A5 e rural PArt e ipEnts walled m anbacipa-
tion for the combis to armmve, the generator at
Lobethal broke down and the city schodars whio
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news that there would be no electnicity and
probabdy no runming water until the r-,-”-:'n.-.'.ﬂk;
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the session which
followed, comultant Tony M Corepor facilitated
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remdainder of the programme
On Saturday moming they viewed a slide
and tape show, “Fight Where You Stand” which
toild of one rural woman's struggle to find work
and accommaodation in the city. Afterwards,
Leslie Wite, assisted by facilitators from lo-
hanneshurg and lane Furse, took participants
through a process which would prepare them
tar the mterviews which would take place in
thie afternoon. They wiene Lo interiew women,
youth and mineworkers from Jane Furse and
surrounding areas. Each interviewing team
devised appropriate guestions which were
reported back to the broader group in English
and Naorthermn Sotho. Questions and comments
pave an indication of the interests and con-
carrns o individual participants and of South
Abrican society at large: political and economi

The pupils prepare for their interviews
with rural people.
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