DEFIANCE

No losers in Durban’s battle of ti

By PAUL GRAHAM

50, who won the battle of the Durban beaches?

Planned as part of the national defiance
campaign, the protest against beach apartheid
on September 3 centred on the Durban city
beach known as South Beach. Itis at the pedes-
trian mall end of West Street — Durban’s main
street — and is right in front of a number of
hotels and holiday flats. Co-incidentally it is
only a hundred vards from the scene of the
successful protest against hospital apartheid
held at Addington Hospital a few weeks befare,

Organisers of the peaceful action had a very
straightforward objective — to pet to the beach
and to swim in contravention of the by-laws
segregating this beach, one of the few in Dur-
han still reserved for whites only

Press estimates put the crowd of participants
in the action — both black and white — at
5 (M), They spanned the beach, some swim-
ming at the designated swimming areas, some

picnicking under umbrellas, some playing
soccer and flying kites and others paddling —
to the consternation of lifesavers — in non-
sWwimming areas.

Shortly before lunch, organisers began the
huge task of helping move people back to their
buses and off the beaches, their objective
achieved

The estimated 800 police who had arrived at
the beach area and begun patrols at breakfast
time also had simple objectives — to ensure
that there was no violence and to prevent any
breach of emergency regulations.

To a large extent their objectives were also
achieved,

The small group of people publicly insistent
that the beaches should remain white provided
maost of the anxious moments for the huge
crowd of participants, police and spectators.
Insults, rough housing and at least one assault
came on the heels of a number of “pamphlet
bombs” the previous night. But tolerance by

organisers and participants — at one stage a
group playing the childish game of “We walk
straight and vou'd better get out of the way”
with slogans reading “Keep the beach white”
were good-humouredly cheered and applauded
by the crowd they were trying to annoy. And
general, it occasionally, surly, discipline by the
police prevailed.

In the end, it was clear that people won.
They overcame their fears and distrust of one
another sutficiently to be able to ensure that
peaceful protest was possible and, with police
discipline and impartial protessionalism, non-
viokent. The Mass Democratic Movement show-
ed that apartheid laws are crumbling and are
indefensible. The police showed that they can
behave in an independent and policing role.
This was particularly typified by the action of a
number of young constables in restraining right
wWing aggression

Although not planned for this purpose, the
beach protest showed also that the fears which
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Defiance: obstinate
nation ‘condemned’ &

to relive the past

In the weeks preceding the September 6 election, a civil dis-
obedience campaign reminiscent of the 1952 Defiance Cam-
paign started sweeping the country: thousands were arrested,
hundreds detained and many died as police tried to hailt the
protest action. PATRICK LAURENCE looks at the similarities and
differences between the two campaigns.

The words have a contempaorary ring, sugpest-
ing that history moves in oycles and that those
who will not — or cannot — leamn from the
past are condemned to relve it

“There is something degrading to humanity
ahout these stories of Negroes being arrested
— 33, 50, M) at a time — fined, jailed and now
flogged. Their crime is doing things like sitting
where onby whites should sit {and) petting in
white men's queues.

‘Outsiders are watching the whole procesd-
ings with a grosing sense of dread, as well as
disgust.”

The words, taken from the New York Times,
are rerminiscent of the civil rights campaigns of
Martin Luther King in the United States in the
late 1950s and early 19605

They relate, in fact, to the 1952 Defiance
Campaign in South Africa; give or take a few
differences in phraseology, however, they are
appimite to the 1989 defiance campaign.

It is mstructive to look at the present civil
disobedience campaign through the prism of
South African history and to note the similari
ties and the differences between the events of
1952 and those which are still unfolding today

The overriding similarity is that both fall
within the tradition of passive resistance or

satyagraha pioneerad in South Africa between
1906 and 1914 by Mohandras Gandhi. The
objective was — and is — to change the law by
non-violent but direct action or, touse Candhian
terminology, by deploving “soul force’

The 1952 campaign, launched by the Con-
gress Movement, embracing the then legal
African Mational Congress and the South Afri-
can Indian Congress, focused on six “unjuost”
lasws; its aim was to secure the repeal of the six
laws and. more generally, to win the right to
the “fullest equality’” and to “full democratic
rights”

The six “unjust” laws were: the pass laws, the
Croup Areas Act, the law providing for the
removal of coloured peaple from the common
woters roll, the Suppression of Communism
Act — an omnibus act, like the present Internal
Security Act, providing for repression of oppo-
nents of all ideological hues — the Bantu
Authorities Act and the centrally-imposed
policy of stock culling and land rehabilitation
in the native reserves

The owverall strategy was for volunteers or
resisters to court arrest by deliberately breaking
unjust laws and, in that way, to clog the judicial
and prison systems and force the povernment
to change its apartheid policies.
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Protesting in peace at last . . . victori

Three phases in the campaign were en-
visaged: a first stapge, in which apartheid laws
would be broken in the main cities by “selected
and trained” wvolunteers; a second stage, in
which the number of volunteers and the field
of action would be expanded; and a third phase
of “mass action”

The 1932 campaign failed to move into the
third phase: it petered out within six months.
But not before B 326 volunteers were arrested
to boost the prestige of the Congress Alliance

Two factors persuaded Congress to call a
halt to the campaign: the outbreak of violence,
in wihch 32 people died (26 blacks and six
whites): and the passing of the Draconian
Criminal Procedure Act, empowering the courts
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e beaches

have led to the virtual elimination of all forms
of public political expression other than namow-
kv confined party election programmes are
groundless. The practice of political activity,
controlled only by acceptable standards of
behaviour, leads to greater security and higher
bevels of trust and ac commodation. There s no
doubt that the two largest groups taking parnt in
the beach action — the police and the Mass
Dermocrats Movement — have leamed lesanms
that can only improve the potential for peace
ful protest in the future

Howewer, there were miments dunng the
beach picne when the e atmoaphene
came close to descending into the pitched
battle expenenced i other parts of the countny
Unnecessary armests, ncluding those of child-
ren, unnecessanly rough treatment during
armests, the presence with the unilormeed police
of unidentifiable and aggressive people in
ordinary street dress, the police “game™ of

constantly identifyving ditterent officers as

Mo Alrican

being in charge to the frustration of the o
nisers of the svenl, a4 number of apparently
sedf-nla e meneac tuons. ard arrests on mccwl
O Erounds by jumor DoloF Wene amongst
those oberved

On the other side while organisers and
marshalls had breted people, the natural wans
i which people have expressed themselves
bath politically and by temperament. threaten-
ed to encourage pobice action . A banmner wawed
people dancing in procession, a living chain
across the beach — all these threatened to
allow police the opportunity to act in terms of

a section of the 5000-
strong crowd that gathered at Durban’s
South Beach

Picnic protest

emergency fregulations and theretore to dis-
rupt the oganisers objective of challenging
beach apartheid

Perhaps the “battle for the beach™ will have
ensured that there is potential for 2 new polits-
cal era in South Afnca

O Paul Graham is the Regional Director of
loaza 1n Matal
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Capetonians march to the City Hall

to ek thee ThgEeng ancl o il g Of ESIsiees
1o WD 1o Tives Veedrs

The present detanoe CAamMpaEn shares the
ultimate central aim 1952 precursor
aboliteon of aparthesd and eslablishment of 3
racially open and tully democatic sooety, Its
range of civil disobedience, however, is witker
strefi h1r1|.,' fromm clissc t action Aamst !-l'].'lit'Hdll'f.i
tacilitses -|'111\.|:||1.1|\. bisies and schonls 1i'|n"u.]j::|1
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proatest man hies toy worker stav-aways and in-
dustrial sit-ins

Like their predeciossors, thi 1989 protesters
face an apartheid state armoed to the teeth,
literally and metaphorically, Within sis weeks
of the start of thelr campaign more than 2 0040
have been arrested = thee bulk for short periods
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‘The murder of the
unfortunate white
bystanders was the tragic
consecuence of fear,
frustration and anger ...

|:}r||'|,. el o tHan J":Ihh'[nlnq'q!_ | |I.J-I_'!II1H
17 of the 30 people identitied as "rnngleaders
by the state

The final word miust liewith future historians
but the 19859 campaign seems fo have been less
well planned. There are good reasons why it
may be less well coordinated and more ad hoc
than the 1952 campaign

The Mass Demaocrats SMowvement leaders of
the 19899 campeugn certainly have less legal
SNaCE wiithin whc b to O it than thesr 1952
Vhew operrate under a state
was e lared
mwoientally, under the Pubbe Satety Act whch
was put on the statute book atter 1952 cam-
patgEn o r"‘l.,l!‘lli' M RinErnimeEnt (D dul:-.]i u.:'[h
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Like the 1950 Dehance Campaign, the pee
wory! one gy e to veanlenee despate the ©
its leaders

Taking a broasd veew of events in the Western
Lape — the present
Campaign in oontrast 1o s wirfusal QUIESCEmCE
in 1952 — bwo corclies of antr-aparthesd oppos-
ton can be distingushed cirche in
Cape Town, where disciplined civil nghts
muanc haers Arc hibshop
Dessmondd Tutu and Dy Allan Boesak, have pro-
tested peacefully; and an outer circle, in the
surrcunding black and colowred townships,
where protest has otten manifested itsell vio-
lently in stone-throwing and petrol-bombing

The question of who is responsible for the
viokence s, of coure, central to any discussion
The adversaries, the police and the protesters,
have blamed one another, each claiming that
the violence from their side is reactive. What is
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usually shepherdied by

certain s that there has been violence from
both partics with tragic resulis

In trving to appraise the deliance campagn
thee problem is 1o determine where organised
non-violent resistance ends and where spon-
taneous outhursts of the combustible anger o
thie township residents star,

Whois to blame when that ommipresent rage
erupts, as it did on, say, August 31, when angry
blacks stoned a car driven by MrWouter Theron
in the Westiern Cape, injuring him tatally? The
organisers of the civil disobedience campaign
tor nol fufonng thesir constibuents n f_.;_l.rld'l'll 5
satyvagraha properly, the police for handling
demonstrators roughly, esven brutally, or the
apartheid system for denying black people
F‘thll al rghts andd comalling them nto ghetbos
where hatred] festers’

Wnting of the murder ol tbwo whiles — one a
Dominican nun, Sister Aidan — by a black
croax] im East London dunng the 1952 Detiance
Campaign, historian Tom Lodge recalls that
the killings took place after a polce bayonet
charpe haid broken up an ANC meseting

Hae coan hucdes IThe murnder of the unfortu
nate white Dy landen was the rage Conse
guence of fear, Trustrabon anda ANgET L

LT e Ths et inent in a more general
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In het stuchy Of The 1950
Rectance in South

In

campagn, ~PFassave
Africa™, soCial scentrst
an attemnpt to place re-
sparerabwlty Tor the reots on the resistance mone
ment. the govemment charged a number of
Atncan leaders with inCilement to public vio-
lence The povernment
was not able (o produce evidence linking the
Congresses with the nots

So far the government has not attempted to
pricss similar ¢ hamges, although there have been
obligue allegations that the organisers have
fanned vioknce

Law and Order Minister Adnaan Viek, faced
with the threat of legal proceedings, has, hosw
evier, retractod allegations that the Congress o
South African Trade Unions — a driving fonce
in thiee MDM — distributed a document calling
tor petrol bomb attacks. That speaks volumes

Lo Kupset wiles

Theer chamges failed




