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rears of government control over NGOs' pu rse strings won't go away.

SHIREEN 8ADAl spoke to a larmed me mbers of the sector

RDP vs NCO? that played a key role in apartheid's defeat .

The battle of acronyms

BK ..uoe of ..partheld polldeo, Ih..
wo.ld 'o blggeot NGO ...do. h...

be .. n opawn..d In South Afrl c .. ,
wIth a n .. u lm.. IOO'd Sot 000 o.ganl.

. ..Uono ..d Iu In dew..lopment.

T
I r.;SIONS ",.rn "'1 10 linger l>!:tw..,n n')n·govemrnem.1
o ' gon i"'lIo n ' INGO,) and lhe "Ole over I he ~om lOl o r
foMsn fiUldlng. ""'" of g<1V"m m. n ' omlml rM;" NC'",o, . ...
rnounllng aU", the """'nl "'I..... of the WhIte Pap"" of the
R...,on.uuC1lo n and Dewlopm....,t Programme (RDPI which

rt1en to ",me Io,m of occtetlil.tloo ft>< NGOl in order to monilO' 'hei,
aC«>Jnta bllll)' and <ff. :..:y.

Tlt<' "",Ierll> 01 Ill<' ""'hIt . PIpet. and "",11rr 8UWtTlItJa1t "a"""e'l!,
aboul th. NGO """'.... ha... "," rkal r.eri0Ui d i"ali>f",-"t!on with in tm,
ran k> of M 'o.. "'mong their concern , l' th.1 .c<:troilotlon will ..,..".]1
in only the I.rge, olll"n i...llo n, IOI:etvlng con ltac1. fturn the gm-.rn·
mont wh ile , m aUet NGO' and co m nlunlty .b..od otSa nh. llo n.
lC8Ol.1. wh i<h are often p a",oo" 1"llIall""" ,,'in br lhe Io<rt<.

AnolheT " a lark of darity aboul a" "audll" of NGOs which the
kDI' o ft ico: h.. embar ked on. ...hhough o'ga" l.. lIo", as ' ''' Ihal
lhere Il. ..""" dupllcal H'" and rom petillon wlthl" Ihe 'It'C1Of, qun­
lIono arl... over what oiteria will br u,"", to
dI.-l. rm i"" which NGC" remain vlahle.

Alt hough the Whlte Pape l , ugge'" t hat
lh.,e l< ,""o pe fo, gtuup.lhot mon itor and
lobby gowenm.nt, lho'te i, COITO'm th.ot tho><:
who are crl Ucal 01 the go....mm.nl m ay be
hlackllW<I.

A mojo< com plalttll' ItUllhe Whil. Pap'" i,
""1'1'" about lu'l how g",,~mmmi will . ngal>"
..1th NGO,.

llecau", of apart h.id pollcl. , . Ih. wo, ld', bl s:ll"'l S GO "'clo, ITa,
been "",....ned in South Alliea. wilh an ..t lmaled S4 000 o rgan i..hom
aC1Tve 10 dt.-volopmem. Wilh. <ltmocrati< govetnment now In power,
fot.lgn lund ing I' Ilke ly 10 be cha ne ll.<I In lhe u 'ual b i latera l
go"""",,«nl.Jt>.guwm 01<'0\ INn n.. .

In order 10 fund I" R2.S bUllon budget for the ~DP, lhe governmenl
fact'S >lHf com re!lllon f",m NGo,. which recel vecl 1l2,l blilion Itom
foreign !ltnd... ]a'i y.ar.

The RDP o Hle . ha' c. lIed tor th o ,o,tr uc lurlnl 01 I he NGO
mmmunlty. ...lthough Mlni'let Without Portlolio Jay Naidoo ha' ..Id
he beli. ' ·... lh.t NGo, have . <:nllcal ,o i.lo play in lhellPP, he ha,
abo Indicated thaI h. Will only deal With . "'P' '''''''latl"" NGO body.

Al • "",""t UlTTlmll of NGO<, a ltt'n' ptI we.. made 10 fono • natiunal
councU 01 NGO , . An in l.,lm m m mil l•• w.. e>tabU,hed 10 work
"""ao1, W!ln~ up a national m ucttllt' Wllhln lITe ntxt Mx monlh, and
to ffigall" with lh. IlDP.

... ' po k.,p. "on fo r th . We".'" Cape SGO co alition. Micheli.
Ilooth, ..Id orAOnl,atl o", were "not vel}' happy wnh lh" lop.down
approarh hy the IlOP o!flco" . Th e lack o f co n.ull atlo n and lh ..
app.,enl a ttempl lo Im po. .. . n .Uo nal >1 ",etll ,e o n NGO, w.,.
problematko, <h. ..id-

A <erl... of "'....tJn8' and worbh"", h.ov. btoon h.ld by W"'t.'" Cape
NGOs ""'" lhe pa" l""'L In Fel>rual}' a >I.....ing committ ee w"' formed

oW. atl' Und • • , aboln the relati on,hip betwee n lhe national ,umlnt!
and the pRX"" "'" h.ove been engaged In." >aid Booth.

'a"!ul Iloull.. of Ih. 1~..kTpm"'l Ar1ion Group f",,1s that although
th",. I,. need lor , " m e fmm o f regulation or "quallty co n l",I", lhe
gov.rnm.m Is piaclng tholf In a v.ry powerfull""lUon by cla iming
lhe rillhtlO Jeclde on accredJ'ation.

She commentt'd: "'Thl' roukI lead 10 tavoUTitbrn and ""tlOnog. and
it pote nU ally o pe'" <Ioors for qulle tep.."lve rn...u , e , '0 he
IOtrodured." She added lhal Ihe cri tical l:du,", We" ho", funding w.,
m ed. how NGo. and the RDP com plemen led ..ch othe, and ho..
broadly the """"'Y roukI bo 'f"Nd.

Ida.. programme dllt'<1ot Paul G..ham oaJd acr,edllal lon w"' not
n........rlly lh. be>t way lot the guwrnm.nlto . n lct loto conttaclual
and "ndeling ",lalion,hlp' wil h NGO' ,h.t d id work whICh lu>tlll<>d
govern"'''''l funding.

"II could brrome . con llol mechanllm wh ich red uce, gOV<111m~nl

dfl cl.. ncy and l.ave. them al th~ mefeY of
NGO, w ho becom~ ",~,.Iy d epen d . nt
br'lKh", of go.... rnm.'" polley , . lhttl han Ih.
Indep""dent and eff«t l"" Olll"nisation, wlJjc h
maketh.m ,·.Iuable to the kDr i n tho Ii'"
place. ..Id G,ah. m .

In l h \> " ·ay. h .. ' ald . acc••diti on cou ld
baorkJire o n the government. "Buill Will 01.., he
....i'leri by m any NGo. who h.....mpir io n•
lhal it will br u>ed to £On tro l thei, aetJ...it re> ..

well as~ to funds and ln lormatiott.
"l'he IUlP prlndple> of ,,,If.reguholion. democrali..h on and a Vibrant

an d in d . pend en t civ il .ociely ,hould be ,he watchword , 1o, tho
relatlr""hip between guwrnmentand NGOs•• >aid Graham .

Sha",n Follen,l'" of the UTban Foundallon ..id a proces. of ""'utol
ali rtUu n In lh e NGO >eelot wou ld b . prel.rable to leghlaUo n 10
tatlonall... It

She f.d, lh.ol the Whi le Pap'" Is >Orn<:Wh.ol ' ho'High led. " In" ead of
trying to lake over Ill<: la'''' of NGl>s. lhe gowenmcnt ,hoold mh.. bo
Iookillllat how NGOs and ClIO> Can 1m..""" ";th ' ho lIDP.· ,h. ..Id .

Fond.... tI """"". a" . 1", noItoo d e. r .bout Ih. ImplKatioru or the
Whl1. Pap"".

La.. f·...hnrg Ande""n of th. Dani'" lmiJa,;.y ...td it wa> im pc><Um
to continue funding NG(k but "'&8",ted thai a IPadual nan'lleretl<'O nt
knowledge and txpen;", m ould take pia"" frotn the NGO >ector 10 lhe
__C

He >aid the Danl.h guwmmenl '"w gre.t putentl.1l fu. lhn:e-way co­
OJ"'tlti011 _eon it"'U, !'IGO> and the kllP which would .nlail tho
Da".. funding wotk .u tKoo llfaC1<'d by th. guwmmmt tu NGOs. 11" , .
he , a id, would . n, u," Ih.l !'>GO plUg ra ", ,,, .. Wete In Une Wi l h
governmm l policy.
~h an .pproach would me.n Ihat lhe blg ch.Uenl>" lacing NGOI U

how Ihey repc»itlurt lhem...lv.. In lerm oot bilate..1funding. •


