
ALlCE COETZEE speaks to t he person charged w ith ringing the

changes in unjust education in t he PWV region and finds that calm,

collected Mary Mettil lfe is an open book.

Schooled for success?

D
IU'KLOOF prindpah h.ov. bee11
loded oul by lhe rommunlty.
whit. parent; .... fuming .bout
education p lan, for the futu....
um ver>lty 'tuder'" a'" ma!<.'h l"8

GWJ r....... ;md the '""''V "-Won ', un flappabk
Maty Meto dJ.- m r",b with engaging hon"'ly,

. 11th I.. ~rtiblo iOhl "'Ii!>o would wanl It!"
~ng lhe ' i8our with which Mt'1coJ!e,

- Meml>et or the f.xeoJtive Cornmltt"" (MECl
MrinH_ (or fd""atton h <;<mfruol ing lbe Inl u,llces or

apa rth.ld ",h<""linl\. one " <urprised that
lnttlally silt ,"10 mo... of a bact-room t<>f., lor ......,11. "wt><n th... party
rl«tIon Il,,, 10.... being drawn up I kept on ..ying' 'I'u, m. In th;,

buroalXTaCY, I'll be happy th....: But the Ao'JC leader>hip 10"' emphallc
thai I >hould lake a poIlUcal posl tln n beca"", the", W3> no guar.ntH of
ANC pom In thectvll~,"

Mt'1ca1fe bon.of two worn"" In mlnlnenaJ po<itlon. In the I'WV
..,....,mmtJlt . Int..-..ltrWy. bot h she andj..,;e Dwrte, MEC lor sa lety
and5o<'w1ty. occupyIh. two~t ",. t;. Both ......asoned ac~I'..!,,,
who.... now belng wateh«l. nor only for how they will deliver polJtl.
cally, bin !><au"" they . ... WDmm.

SlJlPlng ooU.., from • polY'tylt"1I<' cup while h..... vbltor u'"' the
~ m in. , sh. talk> of rwt .lIowing the gap betweon h<'f and tl>o>e
V>t ....... 10 widen. She "al"" .ware th.t In the lac. of. tidal 10''''
III tlpI:eIatioo. she has the "frigh t. n lng" Ia>kof helping to ....."".
ly5lotnlc problemtha' h... dt-veloped ""er 40 Y"on

She llke-no tlte reslNClwlng of education to U,e t.W< 01 building •
new """'" (M."f lhe >hell or an old on. thai .. In "".t. of rnUilpse: ..
thoold hou.. ellYn In lbo:r. I•• danKOr that the ""'" will be d tagged
dawn With II, In (ll'aetlaJ term. th i> me.o.n' thot the l1o>hpoin t; ofdally
n perlencto ~ t.<:k of hook>••partheid <tJJTlcu14, authoritarian .ltllude<
- ignite the educoUonal UJtdp,growth, d lllWing the fledgUng rwv
eduallon dopartmml into tnedi.otlng stt·1m. defu!inl! angry marchn
and diverting ch.lk.<Jown.. Un like tt; predectsSOt, the respon.. " one
<JIl1J1dentMlding . nd empathy fi ll the anger,

"But the >t>lutlonoQtJUlOl be ad hoc: >ayt Mt'1c-alfe, "we .... tn dan~t
otbetng .ucked Into ot>I> maJUl!'"rtl""l . n."", h.. lt> be . OOl.1n....,"

All this I. I"'tti"3 , tralo nn • ""I""'m.... t ,. ttid" on paper,don nOl
. ..Ist. Take the UlIlo the ......,."th n<lOt of 30 Slmmond. St""" In
~nbwg lind you w.lk Inl<" room full of people. telephon..
""11"& rorttputer< d1ckiog.
~"Chnk-ally. lhen' ... only Ihree of u, lo the departm'Ill," "'y'

M<lcal!e. n.eothet membe" o r h<'f "l3tegIC management te.m have
beotn bexged, bon owed or >tolen Iron ' educational non-governmental
""ganb;ollon' . Memben of the !tan,llIon.1 ta , k t• • m ... dt.wn from
!hb gtO\lp _ and ttu:y fao< ajanuary I "".dJlnefor tile Integr .llon 01
the eduatlon sY'tem. C",atlog. single education department will be
reIa_ y easy;. sI~ sY'tem will be quit. """t!let thing. )"', 011<'

"'l""'~ - the ...llng up of standatd regulallo", ar.""" the bootd. from
DeJlOrltnmt of M ucallon and Training IDm !Cho<~' lo lhe town"ups
10 ,,,,,. .."', ted Model C !Chool, .nd prtv... !Choll. _ will be a
polillca! ob:<tacle cou"" ,

The defiance or school regul.llon, ...., • m.)Of IhN't In tile
....I" ane... ,tr.tegy of the South AJrIcan fl<>tnoct.tlc T.ache,,· Union.
Rewnlng lhi. when 50lillie on the gtound ha, ch. nged will tequl...
",,,,nlvlly tn coo<uUlog with teache,,' org.nl"'tlom .ll"'''t new
ground rules,

Among tho5e to have rom. up again\! the Mt'lGl.lte determln.tlnn
are white parmlS who .... OUltaged by het Iml>!ence th.t from ""..,
ye.r pupil num""" III m.lnly whU. <ehool< wllllt1cn'... 10 .tlea>! 3/)
for .""'Y cla"room. M"'....Ifl> undet'5"nd, their . nget tlIn bell...... >he
Ls at><olutely COJt\'Ct. By Ihe ",me tOken ,he llellevn th..... .,. many
schools wh ich .... rnmmlned to u,lng their f...,lItles for tho benefit or
tl>o;e who~ pn'VIou.ly ncluded,

In DleplJoof. Sowt-to, prlndpat. ""'... ior:kcd out by tile community
4ft...U"»1'100s 01corruption. Mt'1calle 1< adamant that prtndpals
mu" n>tum to school, and thai duo proces5 muM be followed.

The ronnk! betw<'et> old and new 'tyles of admint\!rallon Inn""""",
..... 'Y .>pe<:t 01 MClClII",', """Ie xnloJ bu...a"",." continue 1<1 pUNlO
thcir pollrJ..; communities c"Onllnue to """,,1<1 wotk with lh. lJET:
tbo: l'ubllcse~ Comm"'lon co<tlln"", to u.. IIIe ..m. ctitetia Ilt.ll
,ldcllned lh. m.JorIty of people lor deca<In. n... ..",It I. fnt 5flllllon.
adversarla l reJallnmhlp'.nd a I...Ung of powet l..,,,,,,,,"

The <ehooly.rd " wh.... Metea ll<> ""'Is.t Itomo. '" trained t.acher
who was born In BuLow. yo. ZJmtlab..... hor educational ""perien""
'pans the full .pectNm, fIom remedial th roug h to teach.. ITalnlos,
With Ier.~urtng post, al Johann..l:>urg College of Ed"",tion .00
WI" Universi ty. ftOm 19l16 her work to ok. <;<>mmun ity-orit"ntt'd
dltectlon with hr. \nvolvent<'nt In lhe Bl4ck "'-sit. the All Schnob
lor All Prople campaign. educatlmw 5Uppo<I tn the f ... the ChM..n
campalllO and fleUln ~uPl"'" and tbo:n lnlo the Natinnal Mua-
!lon Crt,i, COmmln Southern Transvaal. and lhe ANC ed""atlon
committee.
~'{'( pari of johann..burg·, whit. left rJique. Metcal",', Ii.. Wlth,n

ANC RIl k> In the regional . xecullve com mlm . of tile ANC r....'V
,urprised """" IntO.., king. "How did you get inl"

She l.o.Ul!h., "I wa., always de., amut the I.."", and th0l"0ject. that
had tobe~. I n.....,. h.od lime lor tile «><ial .....n•. I wa. too l>u.y•
'in bu5)l lhol >he became legendaty foe h.. wmkiog day>which .tarted
.. 4<om. The]c>hi1t hand 10" lhe Ao>.JC ed"".tinoal policy document
i1nd >h. would U5uallywork lor fout houn w,ttl Sam 50th.l her lam~y
would not 101.. he,.

With the futu... of 50 maoy ch lldrt'fl In her It.lod>. il i. nowonder
that MECfor Wue;ttion " '.. rwt " ,",poruibillty M;uy MeteillJ.- cho\o'
Ilghtly. •


