
-DEFENCE

'Mr Clean'
Mllltary l, " 'H. , ,,,,, ,.rt in from the cold
Pierre Steyn speaks to SHIREEN BADAT and GEOFF BROWN about his new posit ion as defence secretary.

T
w o Y"'" a!lO Pir ~oyn wa,
l(iwn lh~ t.ul: 01 in' hll.lIfll1
"duty fJl<:k, ' In MilUa'Y
ln1eJh~ _ In hI< new1''''' .,
<Me"", ,.<,m.ry. he ""II ha,.. to

.......-1110><' ....~ on tIw l,~ighridof
Iht old dPl~n,,, f'>m: thot ,hi: lime Ii", (OrTJ<

b <!rmo,:r.,hc ..."'lion, b<-lween Ih. It"""
IJld c1v1Ii.UI<.

Steyn ha> <;lit <hon hi, "",ly retirern<nt '0
lake up lh e [It'W 1"'" which ha........ <.....,t'd
by !he gowmment md I, ""'" by~.,
OIl "'>enU..1"ep In _ng dvilion ronlml
lJf1M mlnl>tryof~.Slt.'yn·, ""'" <luti£'<
IncIudl' bl"ing p~ndf'll puli''Yadvl"" to th .
_ of deh'n,-., rontrolllng ttl< Unanctal
OLX'OUntlng of th. <!<'partm"", of dere,,,,,, ami
providIng .. crnlian balanO' to milltar)' l"u",.

Ii<! b confident of fulfilling ht' '*'ligation..
" I bellow that th. <1eflel'K'" 1oK... ;t' a whule
Ii.. 00 probien' with the <'>lahllihment of thh

""'" 1tnKtU"'.·"'Y' Slt')'tI.
"J-k>w\ovtt, th kndlvlduals who f.",

for ,!wi.P"'!tlon Many aI th, powet'l~.
od pm100sly ",jtll. Ilk dof,,,,,,,,, forrr <lilt'!
hr", b«n tf3nskm<l and In _log up the
IIn",n"" and haVIng to populate II "'Uh ~ j.l)

" all, """. rw.'Op!. 'tlr Ih"l' mlghtl>e lefI out
In tile wid

"lhr n""",sary ro-<lf"',atlon Nqutre<ll'
' unh<omlng and will con!!n"". proVIded
thattM pa<:e <1<"" nOi qut<\:en . lbo-li""" lha'
.... u n ...necr rna"ll'" bj.' tM .nd of lh. finan·
dalynr, "

5!l'yn tn1nl:' 10 the job J4 Y""'"' 01 '''1'"'"
lc'n<"e In lIw mi litory. Tralned .. a pilot in
Iw,o, he """ thllJUKh • ,UOCC"r.i<", of al'l'oint.
......u O<hkh included <hlef of '<!aff oper.J.ti<Jrn

'" !>:>tb th. air~ and the defena: fofce.
TIpped by upert> to be<ume ch!<"f oI lit.

old~h Africao lJl-fe"", Forn' l'iADFI, hI>
"""""t",,, I'l"tlrem""t at Ih••nd of 1993
IlJ'I'fbed many. II. had .arned lh. ""1'"'-1 01
!>:>th \he SADF and fonnL~ .""ml... In
limkhonto _ SIzw<> .nd "'• • known .. ". n
oIIic-n and a g<'tlU..nan ".

°11 new brff<l of pmonnri. no! ",'Idlers."
.... the people STern I, looking for to 'taff Th.
rIefen.:e _maliat. tk ..yUhe un,r .

OfltOni..'kMl will h.v. to n:1I<:ct th<: TOI... a"d
luo<om" gi""" to It by th<: ('.or"t;tu!i''''.
pnm.trlly w OC'I .. the ;"t.rt= b.'t"'..,n the
<1\Ufl1ry and dd<'<>C<' deliwIy.

ow . hI''' tn ""Pmd at Ih. hishe>II"",,1 '0
formulate policy to.- m ili"''Y dI:I....,.. ",Iidt
"""wu, from pa,It.unt."J11 in om.. to m.....
th. demaJl<h of t he South Afn<." National
Def€na' Fm~ (SANDF}, and effect
mechani,m, ( JVef tlte con,rol ,,r money. W.
",oed 10 tra nsla ,e th<: ""-.....1 tl<.'t.'<b of 1"""1''''
who "''''. in the part.!iJIl"fo~ In onler '0
do aillhl>. _.- 10 rrnpk>y 'pedal;"'.. "

St"l'" belitow5lhat the _"" klm' will
ha~ to "'Iy iignll!<'.nlly on part.tiJIl" Ion..,..
whkh """'" ''''PIng the hurn.tn~o/
tI,e private !O'<lO1. '"Il",,,, l:! furlous d,bate on
the tmpact thIS will h.w on the prwat.
5fct(". I bell"", !hal w. Mve to !nstIlute:lOm<'
Ii.Ind of body 01 forum to dt"bilte tht' Impa<l, "

He . 1<.0 -.It a, hi, fob to aUra<1 bu!J, .....
lnW5tmtrltln the SANDFbut 'PI''''''''t th.t
,uch .n .metpri'" win be ...·.Iuate..l 00 the
ba,is 01 r->I.mlal ",II"..... "It I, 0"" IhJllg for
pa,Uam.nt to det:1deon all I",.. and ano1het
lor bu,I""" to lake "'k5: h. say5 ,

SWyn fe<.-I, that n I, unl." to eXp<'<1the
defen<t f<,"," to a"",... ,...,pomibliity tor
demobtll...tlon . "A programme ,Imilar to
Ih.,.. Imtttuted.1teT World War II .nd th.
)(OfO'a!l War tII'<'<h \0 be tnUituted Whet,,"
the oonlll,'U wh i<h OCQI,,...,j durltlll the
apanh<:id years an: .....n .. "'ar i, another
I""". bul peopt. ,m hoth ,itkI .........ffede..l, "

II. be!oeve; that anothef m inl<try 5hould
h,k at the _It... of V1."!1."r.J.!U beea ...... "th.
min;"try t>f defena: ooly """""on. thtng .nd
that b how 10 handle. rifle". 11><", sllO<lId be
Iiai>on~n Ihl, mlnbtty and defence "bul
a mlni'lry OIhet tha.n deknce ,,"Ouldassume
mpon,ibilll)' In. m""'oblectlve-way" .

M n.-ganl' So<,th AItiu', conllnu..:l arm,
Uade with O1hn countties, h. suPl'o'" an
ann, Indu5trl' Nfl a1~ bu,i".." It.... bu t
1...1, that a <'Ode 0/ cnodu<1 ,hould he dralle<l,
Wit hoot .n ann, industry tM country would
"""" to Import urn' in tim", of war. oW. will
not be .bl. to hlatm OIhet """ntties !oJ
",111"3 \0 II> - how <an you argue to the

contrary In our <3"" "
AlJ<e<l what South AfrXa', ""pon", ,hould

he In ft:>f<"1l(n n:q"'-"'uto, mUltary .td .
"'J'fC'la11y "ith "'llard to th. H.lhan ' llu.o tlon,
Steyn ,.plie>: "The an""", to thi, q"",tion II..
in forelgn policy "01 def.nce policy. IM en<t
I""~icy i' an~... 0/OIh.,. poliOe.' . If you
""".;de< that foreW< policy arkn"",~

mern be"hll' nf Ixxliel Ii.. th<: o,llItli...tlnn
of Afri<an Un ity and ,h. Southern Ahi<ar>
D.wInpmenl O""mum!y. ... have' 10
exerciSe ouc """"nslbd,ty and lntemahona.l
!I<>daI con>elena:. "

II"""""", he add> thdl South Afr-Ita lIa>
detrnm'lI;ate..l to the world that the most
tetrlbl. rnnIb<l <an be re>oIved in a pea<<'"fuI
manner, " I wtll "'ppor! Ih••pp1i.....tlon of
!<>fa ooly 0<"'" ail O1het mea,,,,,,, have-.
e>eMu,ted. Haiti can be I<ol.t"" in 001.. 10
eff"", changM. I bell""" thdl the ,,'" of f<>tn' at
t hl" ~ I, nOi appropri.t• ."

On t h. t,,"" of the mUlt.ry partldpatlng In
non.pattl..n dvil liberties e..lucatlon, 5t",."
..y;. "I bell...... thdta !Oldlet . be!"3 a<ittzen in
uniform. ,hould be afforded th<: ..m. tights
. , other Clttlens, G:mdillon' of dhClpllne
lnhlM Individual, In the military b<u r >till
bell..... lh.11OkU.rs .h,,<J1d recei"" ,uch
e<lucation."

H. to more con"",," " " 00 the qu.OIi<>n of
wheth..- ",Idiers haW the righ t to >lJ1". "I
CMl nol imagine a ",Idier la)1"l1 d<>wn hi, gun.
SoIdi"" should be toUghf thi, within ,h .
runll..... otthelr dutles, " h. '"1".

AskN lor hl'1hou.gh" about the immlnen'
Troth and Rea'xu1Uation Comml,slc:ln , be
saY" oft remJn<h m. nfa bomb with a ""ry
,hort ru",. WhH. t h<: fu", lrnrm V>orteTyo<>

thtnk you are in conn"'. Oru~ it isnlt... yno
lose.n contIol ove, it. l am confi<l<nl of the
futu re, I.m not ,"yi"ll that we mu" not ror·
re<.1 the po,!. But the .",hltect' mu,1 tJo,d:i lkd
enuug!> 10 make a dll f""""",,, I .m conn'nted
but l am nOi ,"ylng that t1 <3nnol bed",,.,."

Finally, ....' ke..l rhrquestton, Could_
ha..... a ropy 01Ih. 5teyn Cornml"ton teport?
It. ,mll... .tlrogs hI, shoulders .nd - Uke . 11
the oth<:rs belore u, to a,k th15 q ....tion -....-
I......mpty-handed, •
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