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Mending the lives of the destitute

A kibbutz in the Boland
•
I

POIIV E.I""";'" ond C,..,.. ",n d' V""fI' 1m , ;1, 01 tlu' kihlo"tz,

o ffer~d advice a nd a.,is lanc. with th .
d'-"<igtl 01 rhovegetable gardens,

The kil>bul~ will con,isl 01 .'ghl aororn·
mod.liun unit •. • ach hou,ing two I.milie.
who will sha.... abl"ll"n. Id ulldry . nd cook·
11\&f. ",lili...

The must deshlute families WIll be chooton
to Iiv. on the kibbutz for ht'tw""nlwo and
fi ve years. during which time they will hoI"'"
lully a..-qui", .u ffici~nl iife ' kills III enable
lhem to return 10 rho COmmunily.

The main mt'!hnd 01 imf"rlin~ skill_ is
throul':h a<:IJvity. accurding to Erena van d•
V.nt..... . w" beli",·~ in wo, king. nol in p"'.ch­
in!\- " she >aid. Famili", will """<'rl hefes:; . I!<'>
"nd,'l'go an int"n.... thl.,.api'll lie pn>gr.m""",
Th~ voca tion trai nillg progr. mme will

include cou""·, ill cooking and kilch.., rna".
.gement. gardeni ng. ,hop m.n .g~men l.

handcrafts like c.rl"'n tn ' .nd I•• th... work.
I. und ry , kill" ad v. nced household . kill.
. nd obtallUlIlI a dnver ', l icenc~.

Onc• • f,)mily is iudged to haw acquinod
ennug h lif.., kill, they will eitlitor be ....intn>­
d",-ro to lhe romnlU nity or h..", lhe <>pIion
of. mo", IIIdl'r..nd~nt lif... tyl. on lh. kib­
butz in ""J"r.le .....id"""'" called mushav,

Kibbutz El·Sh.mm.h has already atnacted
wid. ' prud inlere' l in lhi , c"" ntrv • nd
.br""d ,A ~'oung German nu,,", NCt'ntly vol­
un ll'l'n>d he, _viet-< to th., kibbutz . nd will
. hor lly move in l" the .1 mo, t compleled
.dmmistrah,m bk"k,The committ"" ha' also
0'1\ani",><.1 . cunf,'J'ellc" for lheend oj O.-t,,,,,",,
whe'e Ih~y will.h. ", their .-"f'<",,~n.-~ wi th
p""pl. Irom.1Iove. rho",u nITy who h.w.n
intelC5tl n community d('\-'dnplllCnl.

6y SHJREIN 6AO!r.T

A
NOVEL proje<:t i~ ta king shaP<' at
Won::<-iter in the Ilo\dnd KiblJulz EI­
Shammah il; the idea of a handful of

",dl\;du.l ~ who wimt'SSt'd lh. intenSt' nt'l'd
of d..tllule pe<Jp le In t""" community.

In lh. y"",,; bri"", 19113 gangsl<'lism was
rife in the 10WII, P«>ple in the low... income
a....a. liVN in (olls,a nl f•• r of their live,
beuu,. of gang warfar• . E.eM van d.
V""ter, then I IoOCiaI worker "1ln the Child
Ind Family Well.... S<xWty. deddt'd 10 ta,kl.
the problem. After four Yei.. of working
with the dHlerent g,08' • br~. klhrough

0<rUlTI'd in 1'Ill7 when former saog tmil<>­
riH "'e... d.d.wd op<>l1 ground. Cang fights
('l'• ...cl and lhe local ( ommunity was once
again m.., to Ii". I r.ormalliff.,

Then a new lI<'<'d was id...,tififod, Reformed
ga ng" "'" exf'l""S'l"<l roncern about the
illCn'asing numt>.>l'I 01 ,tree! child""" in
WoJW!It'f After working wtth lh.se children kil>\>u1Z is l>N ring romplet;"" and lhe mm·
11>1. while . hon.... nalll<'d · ~1oril H""...•• mitt.... pay. ~Io"ill~ tribute to colltribution
W<'9 ",t. bb,1IN to . crommod.te tlwm ill made by loc.l people. The Idnd w.. d,,""ted
I'M). It wa. found, how""..r. tMt wh." the by the municipalily which al'" ' p""",,..,,j a
iWl.bilit.ted child"", n>turned to their fami· "'-"'IIrity fence lor the property. A local arch,.
lies.nd 10 tli" same .ppalling conditions Irom led offered to draw up plal\S lor the build·
wkicli they had fled, th")' quickly f<'ll into lhe ings which will huu", In lamili... . A dona·
""me old f"lt"",,, again.lt w"-' then lhatthe hon by Co mmunitv Chsl took Ca , ,, of
id"" of ".rliog a kibbut> for the --'_ >t.>ffing and running cust,
bn>M and d... htu«.- "lUMtef Solii<' 6IJ un""'ployed people
I.milies <.>/I'.'on;e,.l\T"""t"f};ed , w",," sent un build ing cours...

At th;,; . t.>gc Erena van d. V"ntl'T f<>1t tMt rourtesy 01 th. Department 01 M.npower,
"lOrking in • par.,tat al wa, too <onlinlllg They I'l'CPived tr.,ning m . ...... such a. bnck
• nd otten limited " ' ploralion 01 ""'" work laying, pIilSl....lIIg, brick making, ca'p'-"'lry
meth<>ds. She .....'l;nro her ;':'b at the bl'gm- and plumblllg , At the elld of th" t,. illillg
lIingol the year . lId by April ,he h.d a,..,m· cours" a p roj.<1 ca lled "Ac tiun
bled. commiU.... 01 seven p""pl" to m. ke Em ploy men t" wa l I. u nched to s.,C ur"
t"" id.... 01. kil>bu tz ...... lity. "mploym.nt fot lho. e not employed in

Pall y E.terhui>e, a ",mml!"'" memt>t,r. building th" kibtrutz.
•• y. project . Iik" the kibbull offer rN! Al Kibl>utr EI·Sh. mm.h ("m. lI1l", t. llolI
upporlunilies 10 make a c,mtribuhlln !II the 01God', """",,",,,") lC5)dems " ill be t'Tll"OUr·
community. . ged t" h . within. budget and be .., [f..uj>'

"For I,,,, long politici.ns have l><'Cn h'" porting. The", al'l' plans to •."t. blish • wi:'
«>n<en",d wilh politi,;,;, 11wy have 01"-.,.. 1<'<1 <1.ble gard"n, fruit t l'l'O!'S .nd • chicken run
with blink",., anJ h.ve ro'1\oItffi .rout the to pro,ide loud for Ihe ki bbull m mmunity
Sl>cial probl...", 01 th~ m mmunity, I ..... my. .....ell as g~ner. t l ng lII<ome, An . ..... h••
work .t th~ kjbbut~ a...... y 01 ck,lII ~in~ b""" ",t aside lor . multi·purpo se sports
Ihi< alld worklllg loward, rh~ de"elopment {ield which WIll ..rw th. ,um", ndmg « 'm·
01' my f"'OPlc.· munitv 01 Roc..t<'Wal . , .... 11 , It IS . 1", Ilopcd

Th...r vi'ion lor Ihelibbutz is that iI w~1 th.t , ome j<,b, " 'ill b" = . ted fur unem·
be ill, lrumenl. 1in h•• ling p~ople PSychO' plov."d f""'PI ~ ,

logic.lly a nd r",toring lamily uni ls, Th~y 11w rommill<'I' f....l.lhatth. illvolwment
!lope to Mum 10 the communIty eventu. lly of the h :. 1community in the ki bl>ulz is vit.1
wh ol~ ind iVIduals who ... funct lOn.1 ill 10 its succes•. A num ber of farmers have
th<-ir fa mili.. . nd able t<l mak•• contribu- alr~.d y Iwcome involved in lh. Prol. ct
li<m in the community Som. haw don.ted lh. Usi' ,>/ !heir lrKlon

11w fiM pha... ,>( the ma,n building .t lhe .nd plougin!,: e'l uip m"nl . ot h~," h",

•
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