
'Violellce lias engulfed t/te
w im Er of South Africa and to

sillgle out one area is quite
misleading '

Mirror, mirror,
off the wall?
The perception that violent crime directed against white

people is out of control in the Transkei does not reflect II

!actual seuatcn, but one constructed by the rnena.

ar~ues ZOLA SONOLO.

T
HE PERCErTlON vi T,.n.<kri .os • holt..<! <>I r.Ki<;l crimm.d, !I.Is illl
""~, In th. Gold,lone Cumm;";,',, findong th.t Ih.Itt,,,,,,llnd "'os
\looJng "oed by Apia. armt'd wing of It.: PAC. as a spnngboord for

, nark< nn member< "f lh. South African Police and South Alrican
Drl...ct' !'<::om' and while dVihM'-' in South Africa

The< soured ",Iatio"-' bet",...,,, T"n,kei and In. rest of South Africa
. lId, as a ""ult SADF tro"ps...t up pos15 on aU roads I"'ding 10 Tran,,".";
"to protff! South African citizens from <TOSYoord... attack''' . Tron'kci
ll\ilitary ruk.>r Rani" Hulomi"" th..., put hi' lm:>f'" no al,-rt orocn'<l ",,<1.
bloclr.s S<'I up throughout the oomeLond, and a Waf of words .,,,,,<'d,

The South Afric.n Emh.l"Ov in Tro n,k.. wamt'd trowU"", .nd tounsl,
to avoid Tronsk; If p'.."hlc and .,uliono.'<! Iht"" who did vi..l II>< ~rN.

Th. m<'<l i. we", .I,·rl<'<l and lhe Easllondun-ba..d DaiJy Di'ptJuh
re5pondrd p;lrticul..ly vo<ife,ou.ly. it< Uml~14 BU"'4U in"ukinlland
~ucinl\ p"'v4ihol\ COl\Ct'f'li"," nl tl>< waw ul - rocil.! mInt'S" com­
nlllt..:! in I"" Tr,n'kei.

s/'o..lion. 1neW, he.dlin~ dUling lh. li"t we<'k 01 Ih. blod .ad.
....pha>i,.,,;! Ih. ·..-riuu-.n...
of tn. ,ilu. lion " . Ceruin
m m.. we", highlighted a,
inSla nces of the r.ci'l
up surge engulfing lne""""'I.nd,

Howe",r, the ""I'P""-od
••u""""'. ino.,.,.. in "rari' l m"",· given 'p"'-,h cov....ge w"' not
rrilectt>.:I in ducum""i<'d co_ The i1lCl'<'-,," wa, ro"-'lructN by t"" medi.,
Tl\en> wa. not ~ markod in"""'''' in incident. of mml'; rather the... was a
n"" ked i""""'" til. rove rag. ofcriminal incidents.

The oplnloM of prople in tne a",. ,ned light on the agenda·,etlmg
powers lhatt ho media wield. letl..... lrom whit,,, poumJ in to the DoiJ~

v;,,.,lch, Some "'p.......<ed fear and hnrror. Oil...". ti"" the wh,t.. woman
whooelett.,. wa. plinted on 7May. """""" Ihe Soulh African Emba..y uf
boing trapptod in a "1"'1\'" m..-ntality", She ""id thai . ","jell" f"'1o, behind
tt... wamillp i",ued by the .-mha"y wa, ·while fear based on. di,lrusl
0/btack propt.· .

Afl<'r I"" lifting of tho.' blocW e. media cover.ge of aPl"M1lly 'oci"
• ttad. decrea>ed d'a<tic.lly. The media lox."!." shift..:! .l",where, This
shift underlin.. the st.nda rdi>ed pra."tices nI media i n'titut~ms.1t ,ho"'..
how they tend to construct particular ",.litll'S, fa"oonng cert.m "",-",t:lal
<n rer-",ts above others,

It is fallaciou, 10 "',., mNia 's p"",i,·c/y refleeting Ihe world The
ll'ledLt .'" acti," in t"" ""'ial wnstructil,n of particular "".lilies with p"r­
tlrular 5OCia1.nd J",litic~1 <""-""!"""'-""'.

In lotal, Ih.,." MV~ """" 10 m.ljor incident. of violence in Tran, lei in
the ",-,I 12 montll,. A brM gl.nce al stali,ti", on v",i~ . I...owh""" in ih.
rountry .hows thai Tran, kei is' bawn of pea'" oompared 10 m.ny "f the
larg... South African cit,"". Violence h., ,n!luU.d Ih. whole 01 South
Alric••nd to .i,,&leout one ."'e. particularly one In which Ihe incidence
0/v~,I,'OCI' is "'lati""l}" lnw. ;" completely m i,leadin~.

Zol. Sondlo i•• b uLon<f loum.li<l bU<'d io Tr. n. kfi .

Wjth Danitl 0",<,<": Mfundn Nkh"I". fa;:rl J,.... 'I. 110 P,Irnt'It.
R,w Oat...., 1.0>"", NolJoan, 54l..ltI /l<ldal, Z""",iah &1"""1>.

Nicaragua: Dashed
dreams and
resilient hope
FAIZEL ISMAIL gives his impressions 01 a
recent visil 10 Nicaragua by a teem 01
Cape Town researchers,

A s WE approached Nicaragua from Miami. Ih"'" of u,
who h.d 1""'Tl f..llow t,.vel~ in lh. ma", mo....nwnl'
of the 19&1<, n'Counted the hoI"'. t~e ",cileownl. and

tl...l"-"ptr.tion thai th.. n'VOluhon III NicaraF;U4 in July 1~7'I had
p",vided for a wholc gt'",..all{m of young politic.l a<1>Vi,ls in
the early l'llj(l< in Soulh Africa.

N" ...riou< acti";S1 "f the ti"'" did n'll .....d or Ji><U." " ,me
aspect "f Ihe Sandmi.ta , Iruggle, Tog..her wilh Vil>tMm, the
e'perienf'" of tne prople of Nicaragu. could be said 10 have
be<'n the leading influence thai insplred rhe many ma.. organi·
sation, - 'ltud,'nt,. community organisations. wom",,', m,l\',,"

mrnt, etc - that .-m''I'lled m our rountTy m Ih....Iy I'lllOs.
I recounted too the ,hock. the dist=> .nd the dismay when

on Februa'" 21>, 1m we heard Dani.1 Orteg. 4nnounce "wr lhe
radio lhal Ih. Sand ini,ta< h.d l""t the elerlton, The def.at
c.m• • fh·, wave< of prutt'Sl. .nd opposition in Ea.l<'fn Europe
b",oght down one sociali,t I\"wrnm.nl .ft"" .n"l""" in lal~

"'"From the air. Manal\u~. Ih. capil. t Iooled like. large ,-ill.,;•
Id....plte, p"pulalion of <>VeT I>O~ million) with no identlfi.bl<:
""'ITal ~n" .nd hardly. building in sight that was m"", thdn
Iwo stories hi~h. As we were dm''''' throul\h I"" city we rouk!
..., lhe dilapidated buildm,.,. Nino.'<! by boIh lhe ..rtliqua"" "f
1'173 and lhe r.,·al\'" "f war.

11><' ht,lc! in whi<:n w• •tayod Was f.irly m"dt'Sl.. but c",1 WI
""'" ,,~"" ""'" nighl f.wr",imately R2OO). Th", i., very ;leep by
Soulh African ,t.nd..,,, and . !l<,ul IWict' the price of the hotel
in whicn we w.... t<"lay tater;n Rio de J.nt'in1,

The price; of m<>s1 mnsu"",r g,oo. th.t have a high import
mntenl (n"" t consumer good' .... incre,,,mwy bc~nl\lml"'rtedl

w......tremelv high, Fe",'people ran .1I"rd to I"'y ih... pnc...

To Pa~ n

"



Dashed dreams
ftom Page 21

lh u. d •• penin~ lh. c"unlrv', ,""onom,c
m_

In a .'(Iunlry "I "nIl' 4.5 million poopl.
almo51 '100 000 a"" 'ithn unomployod or
"""k in lh. inl"""",,! """,,, I. The minimum
wag. i. aboul S/>(I a "'onth. Ewn lh. ",iddl.
cLt-.. ha. been >eV......ly aff...~ - uniwr>ily
tortu.......arn a!>oul S.'lOO p., monlh H...
tllan RI (U )). I was told .boula m<'dic. 1doc­
lor whn h•• 10 work as a laxi driv. r pan­
tim.lo 'Upplen>enl hi.> income,

M"... than Iw" lhird. of the Nicaragu. n
economy is in the inform.l sector. Prop.. 5<'11
.nylhing lrom fruit 10 car ram in lhe .tree!>,
Ev.rylhing .f'P"a.,. 10 J.... inlormal - doll.",
Can b.- treely ,""ch.ngod un lh. "reel> lor
cordoN' (Ih. Nicaraguan currency.1 al lh.
black mark. l rale. Th••l......t. ar. lut....d
with dolla ir,,' (informal loreign .>chan~.

d....k-r<l.
And the>e .... not Ih. only lhings on ..le

on the . tl'C<'l' - . 1 nighl w. observ<'d hun ·
d,ed, of you ng girl. b.",ly in lh.i, t• • n,
..Iling "'" 10 ..c. pe from poverly. Our
Nic...gu.n colt••gu...plainod lhal lhi,
ph. nom. n"n ha. only jU. t 'p",ng up .,nct'
tM new go"ernm""l cam. to power.

H""'"1'v.r, \I1 1h<- mid.l ,,( the p'Wt'11y ltl<'"
is a .igmficanl "isibility 01 a moniod cI...
Th. y dri ve amund in new Am.rican . nd
Jap.n.", c and 10ur-wh...1 dri" e v.n .
brought in -tr..... by Morning e.iI...

Nicaragua'. l'COI\Omic probl""" Ii. roth in
the unequal bdl.Jl«' of pow", in Ih. gloNI
.<onomv and lhe <'(onom,c polic",... of lhe
n.w Ch.morro ~ovemm.nl. The dechOlng
I. rrn. 01 trad. fnr It. princiral imp'>rts, its
iarge debt "'rayment>, and ii' ...1i.nc. on
lo"'ign aid mak~ it ",>Ih vulne.ahle 10 Ih~

Fear is blinding us
From Pa9'" 9

..y I gOI "v.r my cullu", shock.
1 find il v.ry probl.mallC lnal lhe", '" so

much f•• r aboul ttl< violence, bul lise", i.
,",'cry ",a"m 10 boo 5<'.red. n... level 01 >'iI>­
Ie"", he... c_fa' beyond whal l.m u"...J to.

Th" problo:m willi l ~e viotence .. Ihat it
""," 1'" people,.nd lIli; i; haPl""'ing.l a
lim. when Soolh Africans m"", Ihan ",'e,
b<-fo", nl.'l'd to be la1kmll to .ach <>lim .nd
g'1ting to know e",h olhor.

11 i. llie",r"... a little tru,lrating 10 wo,k
lor Ida.., ",h•.-h has •• ""e ol its aim. to fu, ­
th..- cont..1 lwlwecn sec1i""" o( l tl< P''I'ula­
lion Wh.,l c' lhe u", of it all wh.., the ·ordi·
nary" whito S<'ut li Afric. " is .i ttin~ behind
h 'kO'd d""...1

ma~>1 gl(,~1 powm (mainly Iii. USAI . nd
petpolualt'> ito depelld""cc o~ lhese po....ers.
Th¥ pru_A m",i,.n (hamorn> ~ov.rnm.nt

beg.>n to impl.."."llh. nUlvnuus ' lnlctur. J
.djust menl pmgramm.s in an . nempl to
.Uracl int.rn.lional aid .nd loa'" from
USAlD, Ih. Intem.liona l Mon.tar}' Fund
.nd World Bank

These <'COnomi<: p',licies h."" caused l!"'.t
"'rdsnip among lhe maprity of the p',,-,pl<.

Ha'ing I",t lne . lort ion, Ih. 5.lndim. ta.
(fSLNl decided 10 form . rompi.. alh. nee
....ith lhe goycrnm.nt 10 p,.v~nl tlie ,,~hl

.... Ing from Impo"ng n. policie •.
Furthermo'e il ""'ognisod Ihal the major
globa l instiluh"n. ....ould nOI d irecl much
ncedcd foreign ",""Urrel inll" country lh.t
i. not , I. hie. Nicaragua need.d for.ign
""chanS" and lhe flow nf fo",ign .....,u"'-"
10 .¥boild I~e ..:unomy, The f.cl lhal tn.
Sandlnbta:; still had lull ronlml of the . nn v,
~..d"" by Homberto On"l" (lh. brolh.r Of
the iorrncr prt"IidCIIU, did nul hdp to build
US co nfid. nce in Nic.ragu• . The main ­
. t",am in the FSLN deciclod tn mainlain ii'
.lli.nce wilh the Cham orro gnv¥rnment
d"'pite ito 1I,..,~h economic policies.
Th~ FSI.N found 'l",lf h"ing /() .uppon

lh_ cwnomic poloci"" or all""1 n(~ st.nd
l'1~oroo,ly "rro..-d. The dev.lullnn of if>
""""""Y, I"" red",ti"n in """"l'''f'''''diIU..,
the inc",... in lnl..esl ra l.. and dra'hc
reduction olltl< anny (rom I!ll OCO 10 15 0C(l

by Hum""rlo 0.1.1'1' <au. ed l..ge sca le
unemploym.nl , Publ i< .nd priv.l~ ....,t,,,
wor k.... wer. re lr. nch. d , and lh e poor
bec.me pun...r a. I~eir "" age level> (ell and
prices lnctNsN

Th. " " .. ha. 'ra, ked a /unou' debale
" 'ilhin lhe FSLN and h• • "",olted in wid.
",. Ie .....isl. nt'\'. Work",.. , pt....nts and th. ir
tr.de un>o,,-, whkh w.... f"rm• •ly linkO'd 10

Annttwr d...ply fTUSt r.tin~ fealu.. i' Ihe
aprawn rly complcte Ia<:k of concern nn Ihe
pan of """t wh,lt'!; .bnul the way the mal"'­
ill' ,~ black pouple . ... I" rcod l" live '" "1""t­
Ie' <.mp' llial are n"t w"rlh~ o( animal.,
Hnw <an lliere bt, 1""<'1' in this country when
m"s' pt''I'le a.. nul . lk.....-.d t" liw a 0.1.., ...1
lil~> H".... c, il p''''ibl., tu ,1,..'P pca,,,,jully In
a go"d bed wtl<n ont' knuw. Ihal I... Ih.n
30 kil",nCfI't'> away hundr1'<l. "I thousand.
of propl. live on • ",bbi.h dump?

My Ii" t month In South Alri<a =lICIdod
....,lh peace m,mlh. and th"", ha, been a lut
, ~ ta lk . l.,ut p' 801 talk i. ""I t'f1<!U~h to
Cf1\lle pe~, Unl S<!Ulh Afric.....I.rt to
IAk. ," '" o( each " I ~er Ih• •• wili b. no
pe.c•. The'" is.till . vt't)' k,ng way 10 go,

thntik Po~l..n I. 'pflId ;n~. ".;n~~;p "

,~. Wes,.... (:. "" o!f;«! Dr ........

'N icaragua's greatest
hope is the w ill of its

people to cont inue tire
s truggle for human

dignity'

lhe f';I.N, declared Iheir ind.p"nd...ce In""
Ih. rany . nd haw been . ngagl'd in . tnk..
again.1 lh." .mploy..... While "'e wo,. in
Managua OWl" JOO retrenchod >ugar ....ork...
",ore campin g ou t. ide Ihe parli.m. nt
building

Th. rarty i' di>'idod btiwecn lh"... who
argut' the importance 01 maintaining >ta\>i~

ill' . nd keeping lh. righl wing .way ('"m
pow•• and those who argue th.l th~ FSt N
should become a eee1oppos llinn pany and
b""l ito . lIiance with I"" go...rnment

Dani. l Ort.g. , wh.n we m.l him, w.,
.cul.ly .w.... of th... con lradiction>, He
argued thai the FSL'\ rook! ....ily lake polito
ical .nd military pow••, Howev.r, thoy
wnuld nm ItI< ...oJ ri. k of k...ing all the 8"""
of th. r. voJuhon . nd the Uniled St. t...
would haw the pretext t" lnterv""e directly,
to~"'h..- wllh lht' r"lhl Wlng. and lum t ~e

counlry I" civil war 0"'" .gain.
Ortega u gu,'" lhallhe FSLN needod to

' lr ike • ba l . nc~ bet .......,n m.in la ,ning it>
opp<>"ib"n to lh~ pob,ie!; ,Jt the gowmmenl
(\Jv . upp"rl ing Ihe d"mand. n( Ih. m. "
organ,... lion. 1and mainla,ning .tability in
lhe cou ntry.

Caughl in IhlS myriad 01 contr. dict",n.,
ItI< liOCiet )' conlin"", 10 ""'W. 10 surVlW,
but the", is ",m. hope lor the lu lu... in .11
Ihi•. Nicaragua's ~....test hof'" is the peN y.
rent arid unrn.nt,ng "'ill of , t!; propl. to C\,n­
linu. Ih. , t"'M I. {or human dlgnily,

A, we b"ol ,d<cl the pia"" to ",tum And 1
look <me JnOf\' glimf'S<' al the city, the many
"",hn~ I""", new men d."',!", arid imal:'" 01
a warto," coo nlry n a. h. d by. I he~.n 10
ond.rsland tli. l . lthougli the 5.1nd inbl . '
k"'l the "I<'<-1io... in Feb",.ry 1m, the .nn~

lhal dolNted th<- pro-USA 5o.,m07.a "'gim<'
",as ,till in po"'w. AI"", ;o-,t as in Vietnam
Iwh.... I~ Unite<l Sl"t... , till imP"""" a trade
t'mNl'go And crippling """n"mi< sanctionsl,
and in CUN (....hich ha. be...-. uoo<'I' A C\lnl,n­
Oln~ US em!la'l;" . inre Fidcl C" I' n O,'.r·
Ihrew tn. US- lmp'''''-'<l d,dalur:ship th. .. ,n
1~5\l) , Ihe US St'Cunty est.bli,hm..,l will "'"
....1unUllh.,. have d,>fealed n,.. s.mclonista. ,
Th.y never lorgi," '" (",g.1 Iho.e Wh ll
dcf.allhem

h iul 1o....il i. ro-on:l;""or 01,~. I!WC·
c ...".1Am<rk.n lInl. ...i' y l,,;n, .. raj« ' ,


