
' Large " arts of Sou th Africa are in a semi-war
situation, The meaning of liberalism and
tolerance in tha t context is very different

from an ideal sense'

Fear is
blinding us

;''' ;and 1NJIiv.... IIwm 10 ........ny mg.I!I""

I
~......."" ~ I wouIJ t.. ,~ ousprilUS ;and

thM~ '" tact do lu "
WIo.oI roo IIft'd 10 torus .... I.... """" ...

d.y·ln-d.y dpumin in .. h>eh If-
Fd~. ""'IO.nd ... on .... ~t.. I<'g,~; "g
I"""'" thor "'.l" tlwy'b~ _....n.f"'.
~ Ilw "'.y ho!ul d-u.n .....otn~

how Ih..y·lI protf'C1 th...,. ....lvn 0'
o-w..
Wh.o t h.pF""".' fuorr.l, ~ In """"'.

~jJf'Clion 01 .. h• • i~ h.p.....nl ng o n Ib
ground ,h.... cont" bl,a to. y f.ctor Th• •
_ 1c:I b.o my g--. .nYw. y n... only "'.y
10 ...... lIy .f'll """,1.;1 l'f' ." undnto k.. """'..
""'Y d<wIt>d ml<Tt> .tIldy.

Bo t . , Ih.. "" )J"..,,•. u rr. ,,,ly i" Ih, W,.t"."
C. ,.., il lO'O. ld "" '" Ih. , . I,,! "n. .... I>..i"X.....".0•.;",/1,. " I'fflpl" J ,<r;""J. Propl..
.... ,h. ,,'i,,~ Ib, ,,,u d . ' ';''K" " Ih..... ,

I'd h."", """" pn>l>I"m~ wilh. ,Iog.>n ilk..
"One ~I.... """ bull..•• ,hon "Klll lh<- ho;>o,t.
kill th.. f.'m...• Nc.u,.. Ih, ,~,,,,t><,li"'" In
I~ .101\'" i~ Vtry d,f f,l'tn ' . C..rr. inlv I'd
~ . ",,"'k-m wil"- I"'lit;.-. I~ USlnl\
that sJngan hoor. u... if '~ "'YIn/:t""l m~' r" lin·
cal l"'nv .. goinl\ 10 rondo...... em.ln ..........
<II action whidl lolkow on /nom Ihl'-

In Ilwe- <II tht PAC, I"d ...v th.ollht .....
0I11w~n "OM ",,"I..,. .,,;.. loulln" "y
poIib<.lf ............ ,..u..... proNblv fa. ......
iInporUnI th.on ttw tact IN!, on • dav~
"'"'"" PAC mog 10 foIIown.,. in
5t& fI(>f 'n~.... "g" v....d .nd
IlIb &Clio"". This is roottd in II\c- PAC.
~0I1ht~

II ",.nllO kno.. whY PAC-.ht;t'<'d
,.... ~ ",M ... trrmI; to 9> in1D
_ h,ps. I don'l Ih,nk ir........"'" PAC
l<Itdf'n """'Ih -on.. wftl.,-• .,.... loulln". I
think it'. h.auw Iht PAC . rtinllitn .......
d ,II. ' lruggl.. ." willch "l<JIf'ncf' play••n
~I"'n.

Th, A~C .. iew of t ~...IIU /:s le, while
1IlIb~ .....~ l<> Urv .o<ronIing In

diffm>nl pans 01 t.... A"C '" dlf/m-nl pa~
oI lhr "KI"h')". In lI""<'I.1il "".~ ' >fOe ,n
whleh mon li ,v h•• 1>...." tr eogni' r d in
. 1"'001 Ch' i'l i"". t><'utgtoi' t.., .... . if you
wont to> 1""1 illh., t ...~y. I, ~.tl . mud, dt'<'F"'"
hoId . nd I lhinl tll.l' Is. l ,,- .... '\011 why II
pmn"'.... t h fl", ~h to tlw A"C "'rron NoS<',

You e.n U1l .. . ""'..... """mr~ "' ""'nl.....

.......pIt ,,'Iudo IS~iIIu<.tr.~ _ whdl l$

lIwlnu lha f......:lo", rarty, I" ki th. g"""
around .Il lhr 11",0' ","'pl."ung Ih.1 i1
d.......'1 u... t....... vlrious ~'" and t""l
it '•• .-ny upn!>"-ll"'rty - . nd " dnrsto'l '­
tIog. "•. BUI il \'Otl w."1 • •ingle a loe oi
wtwr. • robnr.aI party .... !'Wft ___
1. 1 in fo",nu", , ',ol..ncr ........u1l 01
.."h.Jf . twn W1d.t raa-;and '"1I_tp. 1
wculd IJ'ltU" .h.ot il W&\ w..... the lFP trWd
lO ...pond ito ""PJ"'" bo... . nd "'Y""" on
lhe Rf'I'I hum ",od·I QOlO Thrno w... gm>'
do>.lI ol ,ioIfrlao.

In Ju n Jul,. Aug" .. 19'1O th .
..hole 01 , . ll," . nd .11 "U,,,,t""'" w ",,~ IS "'. os I' .
Ilut th.. 1fT' ... Id IWO Ihin~. f ,rslly. ,l lold
' Up!",'I.." th..y h. d ptntnc... o j be ing
o, t,.ri.,d 0>1 intimid d in Ih.. p, sl .
SrrunJly. II Nsk. lly ...id th. t lho- A"JC . nd
its .1I1es w....... '>Ill to g<1 y"u dod un l,,,,, you
did M,m. thing dt...,ul It. ' hiog. wou ld go
f'um bad 10 wm....

Tll.l t w••••I"tmrnt, . " '1II1v, ,, "f Ihe
";ludti"n. ""' . "''I':on. T'Ilo dll\'<1 ull ...'"
IIl.lI when "",>pit In..... IFf' t. 11 1back
Ie" ... ............ Ihry NrricoJf'd them in
. nd 'la'tN . I. u ghle, ing .,,)·"OOy whn
..·......'I . n InLolh.o ""rron'l'T, ~"w lhal'> .
f'Il"'f' ....mplo- 01 t.... w.y .,. whicto ......Jy.t.
.nd .rgu-. wludo_~ WIth the "'ar
III ...hir!l l.... "'1,ul". _ I.... wor1d ,""v­

WIV. '"'" in (lrftQIft c-. mum """"' dMw'r­
_ th.on~t&~ All 01 cuntnl.

r", ...... that iI y"" .....-.kN .tllur ....rnpIr.
..... ,'ioionrl- trr wh<ln. "",,'d find. "mi­
Lal Ihing "'leINtir \iolnIc.. f'Ifl'C'l••ltd
/n;Jrn..... 01_~ and , .....<vb.
hul ..hirh you <uuldn'llTl<? 10 I"'mruLa.
~ 01l poltlr!JJ.oJ huu.....d..

00 "'. I.,,,l ,• • , .,... /. 10J.., " " "{I...
ip"'-' ,, / "" «1<11"" "..... d ""v.'
mp"."""N ,..., "fin , "./ " ...
~ is~"i""'~ n...,. "nro l .. ,..Ii/k ll "'• •
,U,,, h , Ih..... i . u " '.w.i. Df
, hl.,i"Xc""""imlJ'" "'. t.~ ~

I thIn k ' h....... . rn>b ,em In thO' mid·
1'IIDs tt.:- who w"ulJ h..... twn d",,"bod
a. ~"uth. who h. d • pen(k. nl tn . d i....1
",ii"n ..."uld ""W und"f<l""d ,h" Kfl<m In
"'.Y' d •• wn tfilm th,IiI>e•• U"n " niggle,
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Poulsen g ives his l i" 1

iq)l"9SSIOIlS of South Atnca

I ARRIVED In Soulh Afnc.I e. r1y m
~beI. "". brighl .unny diy.
Flo", "'y w,.dow i" th.. pl .".. I

couIc:I_ ttw ""'" fiolds.nd dwartm!..­
he .......n...i,.. .lOUnd C.pe Town• • nd
"'y "'pe<UIIO\'l' .boo.I t "'1 liv...........th
....~ llIit'Mihni I h.od • fwling 01 conung
to . cou ntl)' . 1 ......<1' w'lh it...U. ........
!hough I u..... W I it WI< nof _

But .I........y in I.....''1'"'' th.ol I....-ling
d,"'pre'nod . Tlw "f'!)' fiN " ..... I .....
tnld w.~ Ih'l. whll.. w""",n h...J I>t'<'n
kilW in the Ie,.."....,p IIw d.~· bri,.....

I d Id "'.. L'I<o mu<h ft(ll lff', t ,ho ~"'"

r.rc, u>el lno '" th. 1Snul~ AI.i," Wd •
e,pe. ;"n<inll . ~'I " f vinl,n", But .fll"
on l ~ d I, ... h"'l .. I 10••• Im" . t l •• n. ·
fnrm...J intn . n..,..ou. wnx l , All tlor
...h,I... 1""" ........ W1lioll . hout tho mu,·
d... w" h f...r '" 'h.-i. v,*"" h ..-yb<>d y
...........J lu boo In . h""k, U,... tlwl d.y I
...... ............1"" "<>I)' .roul ,he murd...­
t""t 10.>1-. up th"", full pagl'S. Si.............
the~ . nd In.od;quoW """",,,P'"

"1""""'l\ ....~ """01 tIw """" lIri­
ut>,,& 1Op«ts oI ....ng ,n S<1ulh Afr-i<:.a
Solnf't'ow> I hi" e. f....llng of knoWIng
..............t Soulh Afnut /n;Jrn mading !he

""""' ............
I tfur>k I "" what rould h- ....lled cui­

"'"' ,Ikd I c...'If' /n;Jrn t\rJun&R.. • ''8)0\
,.."~ oou"lry' Y<III dun't "",.. 10
.....,..,..,. .!>uut ..."""' you go. • nd u~
you . ... . ..-..on you c. " Ik .1".....
.......n.t nigh t. ~ow .udd lr I t""nd
mvvll w.-imn, .1I 1he ""'" w....... it
..... oaf.- 10 p', I a1...~ t Iotit lhrft
{If lour F"""J'lf' iI it ...,..1c:I bo "'.

For • while t nwonl I did nof go. ny--
wh...... bl,al n I .... f" ed by I"",",
n ou nd m.. to g" t" m" ";n...co ,."
. .... ' Tod.y I "'Y<' al.....ry "",,,,,,td ......
.... 1 t"-I ng. I w.nltd 10 achieve; I h.ve
1>....... ,m • •hun ....it tn""'II' of tlll' town­
.h,p' .od 1. lttond.,.J . n ANC ""'"' """,t·

Ing In EI" ... R,v.... So w , WdV one c."
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Dashed dreams
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lh u. d •• penin~ lh. c"unlrv', ,""onom,c
m_

In a .'(Iunlry "I "nIl' 4.5 million poopl.
almo51 '100 000 a"" 'ithn unomployod or
"""k in lh. inl"""",,! """,,, I. The minimum
wag. i. aboul S/>(I a "'onth. Ewn lh. ",iddl.
cLt-.. ha. been >eV......ly aff...~ - uniwr>ily
tortu.......arn a!>oul S.'lOO p., monlh H...
tllan RI (U )). I was told .boula m<'dic. 1doc­
lor whn h•• 10 work as a laxi driv. r pan­
tim.lo 'Upplen>enl hi.> income,

M"... than Iw" lhird. of the Nicaragu. n
economy is in the inform.l sector. Prop.. 5<'11
.nylhing lrom fruit 10 car ram in lhe .tree!>,
Ev.rylhing .f'P"a.,. 10 J.... inlormal - doll.",
Can b.- treely ,""ch.ngod un lh. "reel> lor
cordoN' (Ih. Nicaraguan currency.1 al lh.
black mark. l rale. Th••l......t. ar. lut....d
with dolla ir,,' (informal loreign .>chan~.

d....k-r<l.
And the>e .... not Ih. only lhings on ..le

on the . tl'C<'l' - . 1 nighl w. observ<'d hun ·
d,ed, of you ng girl. b.",ly in lh.i, t• • n,
..Iling "'" 10 ..c. pe from poverly. Our
Nic...gu.n colt••gu...plainod lhal lhi,
ph. nom. n"n ha. only jU. t 'p",ng up .,nct'
tM new go"ernm""l cam. to power.

H""'"1'v.r, \I1 1h<- mid.l ,,( the p'Wt'11y ltl<'"
is a .igmficanl "isibility 01 a moniod cI...
Th. y dri ve amund in new Am.rican . nd
Jap.n.", c and 10ur-wh...1 dri" e v.n .
brought in -tr..... by Morning e.iI...

Nicaragua'. l'COI\Omic probl""" Ii. roth in
the unequal bdl.Jl«' of pow", in Ih. gloNI
.<onomv and lhe <'(onom,c polic",... of lhe
n.w Ch.morro ~ovemm.nl. The dechOlng
I. rrn. 01 trad. fnr It. princiral imp'>rts, its
iarge debt "'rayment>, and ii' ...1i.nc. on
lo"'ign aid mak~ it ",>Ih vulne.ahle 10 Ih~

Fear is blinding us
From Pa9'" 9

..y I gOI "v.r my cullu", shock.
1 find il v.ry probl.mallC lnal lhe", '" so

much f•• r aboul ttl< violence, bul lise", i.
,",'cry ",a"m 10 boo 5<'.red. n... level 01 >'iI>­
Ie"", he... c_fa' beyond whal l.m u"...J to.

Th" problo:m willi l ~e viotence .. Ihat it
""," 1'" people,.nd lIli; i; haPl""'ing.l a
lim. when Soolh Africans m"", Ihan ",'e,
b<-fo", nl.'l'd to be la1kmll to .ach <>lim .nd
g'1ting to know e",h olhor.

11 i. llie",r"... a little tru,lrating 10 wo,k
lor Ida.., ",h•.-h has •• ""e ol its aim. to fu, ­
th..- cont..1 lwlwecn sec1i""" o( l tl< P''I'ula­
lion Wh.,l c' lhe u", of it all wh.., the ·ordi·
nary" whito S<'ut li Afric. " is .i ttin~ behind
h 'kO'd d""...1

ma~>1 gl(,~1 powm (mainly Iii. USAI . nd
petpolualt'> ito depelld""cc o~ lhese po....ers.
Th¥ pru_A m",i,.n (hamorn> ~ov.rnm.nt

beg.>n to impl.."."llh. nUlvnuus ' lnlctur. J
.djust menl pmgramm.s in an . nempl to
.Uracl int.rn.lional aid .nd loa'" from
USAlD, Ih. Intem.liona l Mon.tar}' Fund
.nd World Bank

These <'COnomi<: p',licies h."" caused l!"'.t
"'rdsnip among lhe maprity of the p',,-,pl<.

Ha'ing I",t lne . lort ion, Ih. 5.lndim. ta.
(fSLNl decided 10 form . rompi.. alh. nee
....ith lhe goycrnm.nt 10 p,.v~nl tlie ,,~hl

.... Ing from Impo"ng n. policie •.
Furthermo'e il ""'ognisod Ihal the major
globa l instiluh"n. ....ould nOI d irecl much
ncedcd foreign ",""Urrel inll" country lh.t
i. not , I. hie. Nicaragua need.d for.ign
""chanS" and lhe flow nf fo",ign .....,u"'-"
10 .¥boild I~e ..:unomy, The f.cl lhal tn.
Sandlnbta:; still had lull ronlml of the . nn v,
~..d"" by Homberto On"l" (lh. brolh.r Of
the iorrncr prt"IidCIIU, did nul hdp to build
US co nfid. nce in Nic.ragu• . The main ­
. t",am in the FSLN deciclod tn mainlain ii'
.lli.nce wilh the Cham orro gnv¥rnment
d"'pite ito 1I,..,~h economic policies.
Th~ FSI.N found 'l",lf h"ing /() .uppon

lh_ cwnomic poloci"" or all""1 n(~ st.nd
l'1~oroo,ly "rro..-d. The dev.lullnn of if>
""""""Y, I"" red",ti"n in """"l'''f'''''diIU..,
the inc",... in lnl..esl ra l.. and dra'hc
reduction olltl< anny (rom I!ll OCO 10 15 0C(l

by Hum""rlo 0.1.1'1' <au. ed l..ge sca le
unemploym.nl , Publ i< .nd priv.l~ ....,t,,,
wor k.... wer. re lr. nch. d , and lh e poor
bec.me pun...r a. I~eir "" age level> (ell and
prices lnctNsN

Th. " " .. ha. 'ra, ked a /unou' debale
" 'ilhin lhe FSLN and h• • "",olted in wid.
",. Ie .....isl. nt'\'. Work",.. , pt....nts and th. ir
tr.de un>o,,-, whkh w.... f"rm• •ly linkO'd 10

Annttwr d...ply fTUSt r.tin~ fealu.. i' Ihe
aprawn rly complcte Ia<:k of concern nn Ihe
pan of """t wh,lt'!; .bnul the way the mal"'­
ill' ,~ black pouple . ... I" rcod l" live '" "1""t­
Ie' <.mp' llial are n"t w"rlh~ o( animal.,
Hnw <an lliere bt, 1""<'1' in this country when
m"s' pt''I'le a.. nul . lk.....-.d t" liw a 0.1.., ...1
lil~> H".... c, il p''''ibl., tu ,1,..'P pca,,,,jully In
a go"d bed wtl<n ont' knuw. Ihal I... Ih.n
30 kil",nCfI't'> away hundr1'<l. "I thousand.
of propl. live on • ",bbi.h dump?

My Ii" t month In South Alri<a =lICIdod
....,lh peace m,mlh. and th"", ha, been a lut
, ~ ta lk . l.,ut p' 801 talk i. ""I t'f1<!U~h to
Cf1\lle pe~, Unl S<!Ulh Afric.....I.rt to
IAk. ," '" o( each " I ~er Ih• •• wili b. no
pe.c•. The'" is.till . vt't)' k,ng way 10 go,

thntik Po~l..n I. 'pflId ;n~. ".;n~~;p "

,~. Wes,.... (:. "" o!f;«! Dr ........

'N icaragua's greatest
hope is the w ill of its

people to cont inue tire
s truggle for human

dignity'

lhe f';I.N, declared Iheir ind.p"nd...ce In""
Ih. rany . nd haw been . ngagl'd in . tnk..
again.1 lh." .mploy..... While "'e wo,. in
Managua OWl" JOO retrenchod >ugar ....ork...
",ore campin g ou t. ide Ihe parli.m. nt
building

Th. rarty i' di>'idod btiwecn lh"... who
argut' the importance 01 maintaining >ta\>i~

ill' . nd keeping lh. righl wing .way ('"m
pow•• and those who argue th.l th~ FSt N
should become a eee1oppos llinn pany and
b""l ito . lIiance with I"" go...rnment

Dani. l Ort.g. , wh.n we m.l him, w.,
.cul.ly .w.... of th... con lradiction>, He
argued thai the FSL'\ rook! ....ily lake polito
ical .nd military pow••, Howev.r, thoy
wnuld nm ItI< ...oJ ri. k of k...ing all the 8"""
of th. r. voJuhon . nd the Uniled St. t...
would haw the pretext t" lnterv""e directly,
to~"'h..- wllh lht' r"lhl Wlng. and lum t ~e

counlry I" civil war 0"'" .gain.
Ortega u gu,'" lhallhe FSLN needod to

' lr ike • ba l . nc~ bet .......,n m.in la ,ning it>
opp<>"ib"n to lh~ pob,ie!; ,Jt the gowmmenl
(\Jv . upp"rl ing Ihe d"mand. n( Ih. m. "
organ,... lion. 1and mainla,ning .tability in
lhe cou ntry.

Caughl in IhlS myriad 01 contr. dict",n.,
ItI< liOCiet )' conlin"", 10 ""'W. 10 surVlW,
but the", is ",m. hope lor the lu lu... in .11
Ihi•. Nicaragua's ~....test hof'" is the peN y.
rent arid unrn.nt,ng "'ill of , t!; propl. to C\,n­
linu. Ih. , t"'M I. {or human dlgnily,

A, we b"ol ,d<cl the pia"" to ",tum And 1
look <me JnOf\' glimf'S<' al the city, the many
"",hn~ I""", new men d."',!", arid imal:'" 01
a warto," coo nlry n a. h. d by. I he~.n 10
ond.rsland tli. l . lthougli the 5.1nd inbl . '
k"'l the "I<'<-1io... in Feb",.ry 1m, the .nn~

lhal dolNted th<- pro-USA 5o.,m07.a "'gim<'
",as ,till in po"'w. AI"", ;o-,t as in Vietnam
Iwh.... I~ Unite<l Sl"t... , till imP"""" a trade
t'mNl'go And crippling """n"mi< sanctionsl,
and in CUN (....hich ha. be...-. uoo<'I' A C\lnl,n­
Oln~ US em!la'l;" . inre Fidcl C" I' n O,'.r·
Ihrew tn. US- lmp'''''-'<l d,dalur:ship th. .. ,n
1~5\l) , Ihe US St'Cunty est.bli,hm..,l will "'"
....1unUllh.,. have d,>fealed n,.. s.mclonista. ,
Th.y never lorgi," '" (",g.1 Iho.e Wh ll
dcf.allhem

h iul 1o....il i. ro-on:l;""or 01,~. I!WC·
c ...".1Am<rk.n lInl. ...i' y l,,;n, .. raj« ' ,




