
BROADCASTING

tuned in and turned on
COMMUNITY RADIO: 'ad io "',," dt'mo"'alic

arcess 10 the micro­
ph""" a, bt>in~ "f <en­
Iral impml.l"'" lolhe
cr('ali em of a gl" bal
" "i<·ty wht-n' I'"liti,al
and ",,,o,,mic 1""'"''
will be d ispersed
Ih,,>Ugh,>U1 tne I"'ru ­
lati"n.

Rooliog the Infly
id,'ali'm io T"" li ly,
By,ne " 'am"d th at
bmad acel'S' to .Iff·
Imn ic informa tion
would not automati­
cally pn>duce a bt' tt..
world. To bd l,''''' lhat
w"uld be 10 Crt'alt' ~'t'l

"""ther mYlh, How­
..'er, lik. i ll mylhs il
conlain"d an clt'm" nt
"I truth and th.Jt truth
o,w<'d tn bt· d lsHw·
"n'<l aod buill"",

Ownership of and
acce"ibil itl In th e
m<'db we,"" tIt",,"sa')'
first , t,'ps in the pm·
ceSS of a, hievlng a
mn,,- ,'<]oil,'bl" lIow 01
inlmmati" n, but this
was ""t "noug h A
" "i<·ty , Imngly "~~,,j
m compuler a nd
tele,o mmun ;cat ;no,
'l,t"ms could inco, ·
p'>r,'h' parlici pah>ry
d"mocracl, d,'cen ·
l'alised co nl",1 an d
""'ial ''<JOallly. but it
would nol ha pp..-n., a
nal u,al ,pi"·off, h.
warlW<l ,

Su. V.I Cnlin. i. Mcdi. Co-o,din. 'or ..ilb
Id....

"Wisd'>m mu>I also
on~" In. 1''''''"'''' Tak.

tn. daily n,·"" f,,'m any m<'<lia 'OU,,," and it
will b,' obv i"u, thai human kind h" not
I><....' n'" mUfh "'i,.,, "w, tlw "enlU,i,,, ,>I rna, ­
. in increase ' in rali ona l knowledg• . We
Tl,<elTlly a"qui"'<1 tht' d,,<t,,'nif m"an, of di,­
"'-In illdling lhis ktlt,,,'I<'<lgo g1<>b.llly and almost
immt,j iatd y, But Ihis is only a 'P"~,j ing up of
tlw ktlt,wl,,jgo 1''''''''''',Wh,,,, arl' we ~"ng to

wi"'"p?"
Condudiog hi, add",,,, Bl roe said thai

thn'ugh ">mm"nity 'adio, f'l't'l'l,' "'uld h ,k tn
('.lch ,~h,-r ior hdp, ",pP">rtanJ 'O,W,'"

"The whol(' planet i, ec"nnmica lly, ec"l"g i­
cally and I",lili,a lly .nm,,,h<'<l, \'k "n't i~n"",

lh,- "'alitl "f ink,dt'pmdenrc. BUI to" "flen
tl><"" link> and d'1"",d''l1ci,,, a'" lilt' causc of
I><"hhly and viol,,,,,,,, wh.o th.y 'ho"ld be tlw
can,. for "'mind ing us that we a'. all he'.
log,-I hl" with nowhe,e else 10 go. Wo can
d("t"'l it all and nU""I",,, '" "'e can 1>0.' safe
.,nd h.Jppy h~" Il('r. Th,,,,, i, ,Iillli"", h, make
Ihal"I><,;"O: J

IN HIS add"'" t" lh,' coni,,,,,tl('(', Ih,' 1''''';'
dent oi the Iri,h Nati" na! A"o,iati"n "f
Bn"d"'>II''', lark B~'""" t>,plon,j I,," P"~"nli,1

ability nf rommun;ly 'adi" h' pn"'e It< claim'
th.J1 il "ifer<'<l a w"rthwhile ,1I",nati", t" wm­
TI"''''j.,I0' ,tall' r"dio, I" ti,m,

"Tradili"na lly. 'adi" ha' d''''''lnl'',j in no<' "r
four ways: authmilari.:ln, p't""..L «lmTllt'rcial
and d"TlKeralic: h. said. "C"mmunily bTuad­
f..te" are again't '" tho,ilarian <on t",1 "I
wnal fan bt> said, agaln,1pal.,na l wnl",l "f
wh.J1 ou!\ht 10 be said and aga in,1 wm""'rcial
«mln,1 of ,,-hat <a n p" >lilably 1><' ",id . All a,,'
anli·d,'ffi\" rotk :

In ronl,aSllo ,~I><" f<>rms of " dio whirh "''''
tlw de....k'pmml "f info,mali,m te<:hnology as
a """,ns oi wn"" lidati n~ I",lilical l" '''''' "r as a
new, lucrativ. bu, im'" ,'.ntu,,·, ",mmunily

"Rad", for lhe people , contro lled by the people" the ope<ling ceremony allhe
ce.-nmunlly RadiOBloadcasters gathering

l"ars and with mnn' lh.Jn]O up-and.running
« >mmun ily 'ad io >la linn" con'munitv 'adio is
, till wn,id,,,,'<1 to be e'l""i"",nlal, Wo,ldwide,
communily radio do,,, nol wont I(>r m" re lhan
"0., I"""'nl (~ tl><' , Ia ti"n, th.Jt bm,dca,t

Community radio has Ihe poten- The Fourth World Assembly 01

neue be 100 thIrd voice between Community Radio erceccaeiers.

state conl ro lled radio stations held in Dublin in Augusl, focused

and prfvate eemmeretar stenons. on ~tOO right to eomm umeete".

By Sue Valenline

IN A "",,,try ",ho,-,.,

lh,' ,t'l~ h.. alm",t
tOl al <" nl,ol of , h.
airwav.., talk ob" u!
the <reotl,," of COrn ­
mun itv r.Ji" ,I.,b"ns
m. ~ ' '''ell be dis­
mi.....-.J as till' P'~ sub.
;'ct of ..dio nul> 0'
t tl<> d.....m 01id", li't>,

~u l. i/ we dr,' ""i­
uu . abo" t ~ivin~ P'-'~

pie the oppmt unity k,
....1'".., 1"''lJl"·I,,,.., h>
communica te l h,';,
ide." belie f' and
1It't'ds, then the IMi,,,,
of com mu ni ty rad io
off"rs ""I p'",ib,hti,..
and ",'<'.1 lI<~ "" . far·
k1Ch."j d"'am.

To th" mem""" of
ttlt.> World A",.""bly 01
Community Rad i"
6",,,dcasto;n; who mel
in Dublin, ("mmu nily
..d i" i. ""ry much a
n-.lily. M"", than l""t,
in the w"rd, "I ,"''' "f
Ih" 'I"'. h .... "'adio i,
the modern nalU,a l
"",-11nl\ roo· and lhe
med ium for demo·
cra l" ",mmunic.liun

In pu rs u it " f Ihis
goal. the World
MS" mbly of Comm u"
nity Rad io Broad ­
ca,t"" (Amarr, it>
French acmnlm ) wa,
,,' I up a, a Canadian
inil"t,v, 10 lear, "go

In his openi ng
,peffh tot he confe'­
enC<', the p""ident of
Am.,c. Michel
o. io'me. annou nCt'd an amhitiou, g'ldl: "At
t,," end of the Mltu,y th,·", mu>! e,"t e,..."y­
"'Iwre on thIS plan'1 a fo,m of Mn~",at;': 'adio
l\d>e<l "n the p.,ticipalion "f the l"'pU1Minn,
\'k a'" approaching th. y.ar 20"1, which giv",
u, 10 y,>a" ~>a(h iew thi' gnal. "

In !Ni'>rm.'s Mliniti,m, «lmmunily 'adi" is
neilhe, the "'p"""i"n of P"'litical l"' w" , no,
t,," e'p""'ion of bu,in"", but the ",p""'ion
of the populati"n, Rathl", it is a third ""ice
l>etwe.n stat.·co ntrolkd 'adio and p'iv' lo
c"mmcreial 'adio stalkms

fb " 'e is no singh' m'>del fo' commun ity
radin, hnw",w , a' p' rt nl it, , tn'nglh Ii,,, in its
di,'e"ilr Pn-cisely because it i, "community
radio- it will reflect the ""iety it seTV"", In
Latin Amerifa the'" is I"'l'ular radi", cduca­
Ii<'nal 'adio and I"w.anl radio; in F"·,,,'h AlTiea
Ih,"" i' local ru'al 'ad;o;;n Eorop', i1 isa,,"x;a '
li"e radio, In~' 'adio m neighbourh,,>d 'adin,
,,'hil. in Asidlhen: i, 'adio f(>r d(·,,,lopm,·nl. In
Oaeania it is known as Abo,i~i nal (>r wmmu­
nity radi" ,

Hnw,v('r, "'y' o.lnrm., ,ommunity ,.din
Slill need, 10 prove itself, In Canada, alter 10


