
HUMAN RIGHTS

Folly to trust the military

0.. Roben, i. R<gi"".l Co-<>.din.' o. of Ida...
io th. 80nl .

bloc del"'nd, on naive milil.ri,m f", its ,up­
port. The p,,,,,,nt whit. r.gim. c1.im, 10 be
commitl."j to I"'.ce but 0. KI...k', ca ll, f"r
o,dt" .nd harmony.re di,turbingly . t odd,
,,"';11i t1", unk.,liing of lnkatha .nd, all"l\t'dly,
hil""lu.d, on Iii< R<'d .nd in :-J.tll

r..hap' democr.cy can h.lp to sol," th.
militlrisation of politifS. At th. mom.nt lililo
pre,..nt, p',litic.l f" rti", Irum u,ing viol.nce
to pu"". ,uppon _ not,,,"n. common .g,..,.,.
mentlh.t political ,'iol."", is ilIegitimat• . :-Jor
is there an a p'-~ilic.1 fm,," to be u..-d 10 OOI\ta in
'uch viol"""",

If f"".nd f.ir .lection, a", held" f" rty or

Albie Sachs

mean that w. Ie"", our tlSI"", m ltu"" f""""",I­
iti",.

Equ.1 political rights underlie "'c~ f""'S""'s
right lu be diffe",nt, There dOl'S .,ist or><' m.lS­
terImi,t,..,.. ml tu", to be ."imilated into ­
propl. ,hould h",'. tho ,ight to ret.in lhe ir
inll,,,.,ts .nd .»oc;"lion>, "N"""",, C'n t.ll"",
whom I c.n lovo, wh.t I can e.t, wh.t l"n ­
guagel feel oomlon.ble in."

Minority right> , hould be""", in thi, 00"­
le" _ il we gi,," sp<'cial political right, to ""e
group, thot is guarant..,;ng that ""llllr.1di"...·
'ily beoom"'. qu",tion '" «>fIt",t

Sachs calii'd on ,,"'hih'S to oom. inlO lhe""",'
Soulh Afric. as citi",ns, "o..,n'! keep .p."
lrum common soci<1y, do"' t hl'dgl' you",,1f in ­
il you do_you highlight 'F""'ial ''''10', ."d you
highlig~1 privilego. T'u,t d.mocracy - m. ke
dt'trlOCl""')' work " ;J

coalition ... ith ma" 'upport willt"k. I""'..er
,,"'ith a , trung in,,-,..,.l ;" p"'ce.nd stabilitv. It
would be in that f"rty's inti'""" to m.lrginOli",
viole"t .1"""'110, .nd it might be hopt'd th.t
other f"rt it'" ,,"'ould oithe>' .cc.pt ,t.lble politi­
",I di>cou",-"" or adopt ,'iol."ce .nd b<'Corno
m.rgin.lised fa- has h.ppened in most
\",,-",tem 'tott'Sl,

Thi, off." no ,olution to the problem of
.bu", of p',wer by tl>. gowmm.nt rontrolling
the arml'd forre;, or by tho.' .rmt'\l f,.-.:e> them·
",1\,"" Two f",t"" might ...or. to....rds ,ueli a
",Iution. Tho armt'd Ion:", mu,t be denil'd th.
caf"cit), to act a, they did u"dt'r V,,,,,t,,,, lI"th.>
and 0. KI..k, .nd th . public mmt ...ant to
det>y Ihem th.>t caf"City,

The artrlt.'d I"""" upel.t. in ""1\'1, • se'",'Cv
prot"" tt'd by a h~go nu mber of interlocking
,t. lut"" _ induding th. o.f.nce Ad, Police
Act, Prot",tion 0/ lnform. tion Act .nd In,,,,,,,,1
Security Act . Without thi , concealm"nt tlil'
Soulh African puhlic might hat'. be<.'ll rl'\'oltl'd
bywhat the orml'd forre; haw do"".

Th••limination of.ll , uch , tatu l", ...ould
m. ke it .III\()St imp'",ibl. lor the miht"ry to
oommit """,iii... and , ';olat. the co",titution
without the public di>cowring it.

HOWEVER, it must be ",id that tho
white Soulh Af,ic.n pu blic did ev.ntu.lly
becoml'..... '" 01 what was going On, and ...hen
they did they tol",. tOO it or e"'n glorifit'd iI.
h"" the gro!""lue .ctions 0/ Iii< A,kari,. nd
the CCII >roused ",.nt ind ign.tion .mung
Ul<l'I ...hites. lher-e i, no """'" lu assume that
a non-r.cial.ociety woold be much mort' criti·
cal of the .ctiviti", of it> .""I'd forre; .

H. ",o "'''''''''''' must wOJ. to arou'" .w ...
n.... 0/ tli< th""t ro:-J by the . rmt'\l 10"'....
Thi, ,hould be an e1f",,!;w, h.,d.working,
commitled, lle" ble orgonisation ...ithout COn­
n""tion , to . ny gowrnment, not unlik. the
American Civil Uberti", V"ion \rul working in
a mOl\' rt'Strictl'd fiold. {It i, dmgerou, to lea",
,uch acli,'ihe> lu l"~it ic.1 port;'" bee.u", tli<y
' rt.' alway> oornprumi>l'd by tbe need to ' pp"'l
to \,ote" immedi.tdy ,. Ih.. than to cli. ng.
voto,,' mind, owr time.)

In time of need , ufh a bod)' would idffitify
military misbehaviour .nd tty ttl pUhlici'" ,hi,
and arou'" uppos ition ttl il. Preferably the
body , hould haw some int"""'tional ,t.tus 10

p"~ocI it .gainst gowm1Tll'11t.l",p"",ion
50fh ''1 organisalion could III~ k"'-'P the mil­

it. ry from doing wrong. Given . trong public
,upp'>rt the military C'n get aw.y with .ny
crim...," th. VS milit.ry did in it, 1986 arms
de.l, wilh Ir.n, for inst.lnce, lIut at I. a, t lhe
et>ding of milit.lry "",r'-"Y and th" .",u",1 of
"id"'prt.'.d di;lnl>l 0/ th. miliLl'Y might belp
10 ch", k tbe d."g.....hich the "rml'd forre;, by
Ih",r ""Ill"', P'''"' k, I"'. f . and frol'dom :J

M . t~<'W III . kMonl i., lo"".. ~cc "";, i>~

now. memb•• 01 'b~ A NCo

j

By Mathew BlatChford

SOUTH AFRICAha, th<-larg",t.nd
I>.,t-l'quippt'd .,my in Afric•• • " d .n . w. ·
",mely arm."j police lorf' whifh .moun" 10
.n .u,ili.'Y .rmy Th"", a", the same 10"'"',
wit~ th. sam. Ie.d,-".nd b. sic P',Ii"'... that
of"" ""-'<l P W &'>Iha's P"'Sr.mm. of "'I"''Ssi<>fI
and d",tlbilisation, It i. not d... that th.y con
be tfll " ."j to maintlin I"" c"

Th. probl,-m is d"'t""'l'd by the militorisa­
tion 01 politics. III. ck poli tic.1 orgonisations
ge"."lly d'l"'"d on vi<>lont imag'" for much
of t1'1l'ir p"'pagondo, A 1a'1\" right·wing wliitl'

Majority rule
and rights in harmony

By eee Roberts

MAJORITY rule . nd po<! for fund.-
mt'lll.l l ri~h" should .... in. c liv~ h'mI(my
with ",rh Illher, accorJin~ to Albie Sach>, ron·
stitution.ll commillt'e m""'''''' 0/ In. ANC.

Ad dT'<'SSlnS ' bu,mes' lu nch gnlUp in East
Lund"" in C\1oIIo>r, s"ch, ,pokeon III< topic 01
• Billot: Rij;hl> in a new South Africa, ,,"'ith ' I"'"
rif,e ,..r""",,,, k, gl'OlJp and minority rights.

H. said. country'. «m.til" ti"" , hnuld
dTaw jr.. framework ,,"'Ithin which dom",..')'
01"""". A Bill of RighI> would be .ll.lcht>d to
the constitution and ."'mld establi,h the fun­
dament.l right, of cili,."" a, well a, gU>r.n­
j"" lhat ma jority rule would function fairly and
d"""" Tatic.lIy.

If ,u,h • bill "".hrined !I""";orn o[ , pt.«h
and a»ocia lion••1Id upheld h..., and fair elec­
tions, it would en,,,,,, th. t aU people would be
.bI. 10 debate i"u.... engage in politics . nd
Mtorm;o" • I" ,li. menlary ma~J<ity,

A Bill of Right, >ho\lld n<>l be ""'" as ir.com·
ralible with m.l'Jl'ity ",I. , in f.'t .""h ,I>ould
pre;UPl""".nd d"J'<"ld on th. ot~...,

Sp<.king on minority rights, Sac~, pointl'd
<lUt that internation.llaw d...... Ilow tor the
protecti on of minoriti., Irom .b~.. and
opp,,,,, ion. However, h. r<'1l'lindl'd his audi­
0'I"lC<' th. t lh.... is aIII~h.. side lu the matt.. ­
and that no indiv;du.1or minori ty sho uld
recei,'e disadvantagl'd or privilel;1'd treatmenl
lor being"/. f" rticula, rae.', group or CfI't'd, In
Sooth Aflie., pri,ilegl'd !ro.tment <JI. mi_­
ity is. prohl.m _ th. white miIII>rity L' rich
.nd pow"-/u~ .nd gjoi"Jo\ them ,p.ri.1 prolt'C'
tion is p,,'lecting . nd entrmching wealth, priv,
il,,#,.nd power.

Sach, st,..,.>I'd th.t th.....I'<' Iwo f"nicular
right, South Afric.n,.I'<' lighting for: the right
lu he the ",me, .nd Ihe righl to be diflen:nt _
.nd the Iwo 're not incomp.t ible, ·S.m."
I'<'f"" to civil, politic. l .nd legol , ighl>. These
,h<ruld he .pplil'd on an .ntil'<'ly u"d,,,,rimi·
nali"g ba-i,. How,,,...., said Sachs, this does III'>I


